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A    TRIP     TO    ALASKA. 


CHAPTER  I. 


SAN   FRANCISCO   TO   NANAIMO. 


"XTOTWITHSTANDING  ull  tlmt  has  been 
-^^  wi'itttMi  about  Alaska  there  seems  to  bo 
an  aniazini;  lack  of  general  ini'orniation  nmoiifr 
the  people  of  the  United  States  coneernin*.'^  that 
countr}',  its  inha))itants,  climate,  resources,  and 
even  its  extent.  People  ask,  "  Is  it  very  cold 
in  Alaska?"  when  there  is  a  range  of  nearly 
twenty  degrees  in  latitude,  reaching  from  fifty- 
four  to  seventy-two  north  and  a  variation  in 
temperature  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  degrees, 
Fahrenheit,  between  the  hottest  summer  and 
coldest  winter  weather.  Tlie  ijencral  idea  of 
Alaska  is  based  upon  crude  notions  concerning 
Sitka,  and  are  not  much  more  valuable  than 
M'ould  have  been  the  notions  of  a  wild  African 
cast  away  upon  Key  West  four  hundred  years 
ago  about  the  region  now  known  as  the  United 
States. 


2  A    Tin  I'   TO   ALASKA. 

In  the  simimer  of  1871)  tlio  writer  obtained 
perniis.sion  from  lion,  flolin  Sherman,  at  that 
time  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  i)ro('ee(l  in 
the  United  States  revenue  .steamer  "Iviehard 
Rush,"  Captain  Uniley,  on  her  erui>e  from  San 
Francisco  to  Sitka,  tlie  Fur  Seal  Islands,  the 
Sea  Otter  Grounds,  and  other  points  in  Ahis- 
kan  waters.  The  voyaiie  proved  exceedingly 
interesting,  and  tiie  author  gave  an  account  of 
what  he  saw  and  heard  to  certain  newspjipers, 
in  a  desuhory  w^•ly,  hut  he  has  l)een  KmI  to 
believe  that  his  ol)scrvations  mav  he  read  in  ji 
more  permanent  form  witii  interest,  and  lie 
hopes  with  protit,  by  those  who  may  be  in 
search  of  information  concerning  Alaska. 

(ioingfrom  ('alifornia,  or  the  cist,  to  Sitka, 
the  most  i)ractical  route  of  travel  is  by  steamer 
from  San  Francisco.  The  course  is  coastv.ise 
to  Cape  Flattery,  and  then  up  the  Straits  of 
Fuca  and  by  inland  ])assages  to  the  objective 
point.  The  interest  of  the  voyage  to  the 
tourist  bcirins  at  the  mouth  of  the  Straits, 
where  the  vessel  leaves  the  open  sea  and  enters 
a  l)road  channel  with  Washington  Territory 
upon  one  hand  and  Vancouver  Island  on  the 
other.  From  this  i)oint  to  Sitka  the  scene  is 
one  of  varied  interest  to  the  traveller,  and  quite 
free  from  the  usual  discomforts  of  ocean  travel. 
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Dc  Fiicji,  who  roporlcd  llic  discovery  lu>re  of 
ji  trrcat  inland  passaufe  to  Hudson's  Hay  or  sonic 
Mctlilcrrancan  soa,  jxavc  a  wondcrfullv  irnaui- 
native  account  of  tiu'  rich  and  rare  products  oi* 
ilic  country  and  the  wcaltii  of  tiie  natives,  who 
were  said  to  l)c  decorated  with  L^'old  and  silver 
ornaments  in  i»reat  profusion,  thus  proving- 
very  conclusivelv  that  he  knew  nothinuf  about 
the  country,  hut  had  only  been  mildly  en- 
dorsinii"  in  \()i()  what  De  Fonte,  another  allcired 
Spanish  navigator,  told  about  as  early  as  \^)>>'2. 
This  bold  liar,  whose  existence,  however,  was 
never  fully  established,  related  that  he  had 
found  a  northwest  passage  through,  in  about 
latitude  tiftv,  to  the  Atlantic,  alonir  which  he 
sailed  for  three  hundred  leagues,  till  he  met  i\ 
ship  from  Boston,  commanded  by  a  (l-iptain 
Slade,  who  gave  him  not  only  a  succinct  ac- 
count of  the  passage,  but  sold  him  charts  of  the 
entire  coast  on  both  sides  for  ten  thousand 
dollars.  The  charts  never  a})pearcd  in  print, 
having  been  mislaid  somewhere  on  board  the 
purchaser's  ship.  It  is  more  than  strange  they 
have  never  been  published.  There  is  no  d<)ubt 
that  a  book  was  ])ublished  purporting  to  have 
been  written  by  De  Fonte.  but  the  fact  that  it 
was  published  in  Fnglish,  by  an  Kdinburgh 
house,  leads  to  the  suspicion  that  De  Fonte 
never  existed  outside  of  the  print-shop. 
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At  all  events,  tliougii  ('.'iptain  Cook  discov- 
ered and  imiiied  ('aiie  Flatterv,  before  lieinij 
))arl>eeued  by  the  Sandwich  Islanders,  even 
then  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  such  an  open- 
ing of  tlie  sea  into  the  land  as  the  Straits  of 
Fuca  was  doul)ted.  "Whe  ■  Captain  Vancouver 
arrived  off'  the  coast,  onlv  a  de<j:ree  below,  he 
wrote  doul»tinirly  of  it,  and  denied  tiie  existenc(^ 
of  the  Columbia  Kiver  even,  after  havinu*  passed 
its  very  mouth.  He  referred  to  the  re})orts  of 
such  openiiiL's  as  the  j)r()babie  creations  of 
"closet  philosoi)hers."  After  having-  passed  up 
to  Nootka  Sound  as  "one  of  the  openinirs"  to 
Fuca  Straits,  he  drojiped  down  to  Cape  Flat- 
tery, and  to  his  great  astonishment  soon  found 
liimself  sailing  in  an  inland  sea  al)out  fifteen 
miles  in  width  and  without  bounds  to  the  east- 
ward as  far  as  he  could  at  first  observe.  It 
was  not  till  the  eveninir  of  the  second  dav  of 
his  cruise  that  he  arrived  at  what  proved  to  be 
the  archipelago. 

Captain  Vancouver  went  to  work  like  the 
thorough  navigator  that  he  was,  when  once 
»  certain  that  there  was  somethinir  to  be  investi- 
gated,  and  he  made  a  com))lete  survey'  of  all 
the  inlets,  channels,  and  shoals,  not  cmly  in  the 
Straits  projier,  but  up  to  tlie  head  of  Puget 
Sound,  Avith  all  its  ramifications ;  and  to  this 
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(lay,  his  is  tho  best  description  of  tlicsc  waters 
extant,  althoiiirli  iie  made  his  examination  in 
171)2.  His  deliirht  on  irettinu*  out  tVom  tlio 
stormy,  foiriry  sea  over  wiiith  lie  had  been 
saiUng  for  days  and  weeks,  and  passing  throngh 
sueh  scenes  as  the  ''Kusli"  came  npon  after  the 
fog  arose,  may  l)e  better  imiigined  than  d<'- 
scril>ed,  for  this  region  was  then  in  a  primitive 
condition  of  unl)roUen  forests,  covering  j-i'  hir- 
esqnc  liills  and  snow-capped  mountains  that  rear 
their  hoarv  heads  al»()ve  tiie  envious  louls. 
As  we  steamed  up  from  the  Pacitic  tlie  mi 4s 
chmg  n').  i.t  the  hillsides  till  about  eleven 
o'clf^ck,  when  they  arose  somewhat  on  the 
northern  shore,  but  ii\\\w\*  to  Washiuirton  Terri- 
tory  with  great  persistence  till  noon.  The 
British  side  from  the  mouth  of  the  Straits  up  as 
far  as  Victoria  and  beyond  is  climatically  fav-w 
ored,  having  high  mountains  to  break  the  force 
of  the  northerly  winds,  and  a  southern  expo- 
sure sloping  down  to  the  water's  edge,  offering 
every  inducement  for  sunnner  residences  and 
picnic  grounds.  The  American  side  is  more 
given  to  fogs  and  raw  winds,  which  sweep 
across  the  tifteen  miles  of  open  water. 

From  a  purel}'  picturesque  point  of  view  this 
country  is  all  that  could  ))e  desired,  and  the 
farther  one  penetrates  into  the  country'  the 
attractions  for  the  tourist  multiply. 
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The  town  of  Victoria  is  beautifully  situated, 
but  it  is  a  dead  town.  It  was  largely  built  up 
during  the  Fraser  River  gold  excitement,  which 
commenced  in  1857,  attracting  hither  thousands 
of  miners  who  al)andoned  <ioo(\  diaginffs  in  Cal- 
ifornia  and  arrived  here  in  a  starving  condition, 
but  confident  of  a  revival  of  '49  flush  times. 
They  were  doomed  to  disappointment  and 
extreme  suflerinff.  Hundreds  died  of  hun<rer 
and  exposure,  but  thousands  returned  to  Cali- 
fornia after  undero^oin"^  almost  incredible  hard- 
ships.  A  few  remained  and  made  "grub" 
wages,  but  the  great  expectations  proved  falla- 
cious, and  as  the  prospects  lessened  and  the 
diggings  "  petered  out,"  Victoria  began  to 
decline  and  went  down  almost  as  fast  as  it 
grew.  Rows  of  houses  constructed  at  great 
cost  now  stand  idle  in  the  half-deserted  city, 
which  once  enjoyed  a  considerable  degree  of 
commercial  prosperity. 

About  thirty-five  miles  southeastward  from 
Victoria,  and  at  the  entrance  proper  to  Puget 
Sound,  is  Port  Townsend,  the  American  coun- 
terpart to  British  Victoria.  It  is  a  dilapidated 
place  of  an  easy-going  cliaracter,  celebrated  for 
dogs,  drinking-shops,  and  a  custom-house.  We 
did  not  see  Port  Townsend,  and  what  I  say 
refers  only  to  its  general  reputation.     It  may 
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be  as  moral  and  virtuous  a  place  as  a  settlonient 
of  Shakers  for  aught  the  author  knows  person- 
ally. Above  Port  Townsend  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  small  cities,  the  most  ambitious  at 
present  being  Seattle  and  Tacoma,  the  latter  of 
which  hopes  to  be  the  western  terminus  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railway. 

Passing  Victoria  we  wind  sharply  around  to 
the  left  between  Trial  and  Discovery  Islands, 
finding  ourselves  in  a  narrow  channel,  and  we 
leave  the  Straits,  Puget  Sound,  and  Olympian 
Mountains  away  to  the  southward.  The  pretty 
little  farms  above  and  below  Victoria  all  enjoy 
an  air  of  apparent  prosperitj',  green  in  verdure 
or  brown  in  new-plowed  fields,  as  we  pass  to 
the  left  of  the  once  famous  San  Juan,  about 
which  we  did  not  want  to  fight,  but  would  not 
give  up,  and  which,  along  with  other  islands 
around  it,  was  awarded  to  us  by  good  and  kind 
King  Wilhelm,  now  Emperor  of  Germany. 

San  Juan  was  for  a  lonij;  time  a  bone  of  con- 
tention  betv^^een  Uncle  Sam  and  John  liull,  but 
it  was  a  sort  of  frontier  paradise  in  its  way. 
There  were  twt)  military  encampments  upon  the 
island,  ours  ov.  the  eastern  and  the  liritisli  on 
the  western  side,  both  claiming  and  neither 
darina^  or  carinfr  to  exercise  civil  or  criminal 
jurisdiction  over  it.     The  troops  were  friendly 
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enough,  and  used  to  meet  half  way  to  phiy  base 
i)all,  cricket,  and  otiier  national  games.  As 
neither  owned  the  property  in  fact,  neither 
could  or  would  collect  taxes  for  vears ;  and 
when  it  came  to  trying  criminals  for  such  pleas- 
antries as  killing  people,  that  was  a  more  deli- 
cate piece  of  business  still,  and  the  consequence 
was  a  man  mi<>:ht  nuirdcr  an  entire  familv  and, 
if  arrested,  prove  himself  to  l)e  an  American 
citizen  or  an  English  subject;  and  it  was  equal 
to  an  aliln  or  a  plea  of  insanity  —  and  much 
cheaper. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  San  Juan 
is  good  for,  and  that  is  lime.  It  is  an  island  of 
limestone,  and  if  enough  people  would  come 
out  to  this  region  and  build  a  sufficient  number 
of  houses  to  create  a  demand  for  it,  we  miiifht 
put  San  Juan  through  lime-kilns,  and  so  get  rid 
of  it.  But  unless  the  Lnmigration  Bounty  Bill, 
or  some  similar  bad  measure,  shall  become  a 
law,  there  is  no  telling  when  there  will  be  a 
demand  for  San  Juan  lime. 

The  "San  Juan  questi(m"  was  whether  the 
main  channel  from  the  forty-ninth  parallel 
going  out  to  the  sea  by  the  way  of  the  Straits 
of  Fuca  led  through  the  Canal  De  Ilaro  on  that 
side  of  the  island  toward  Vancouver,  or  through 
Rosario  Straits,  on  the  American  side,  the  main 
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chjumel  from  oui  westurn  land  terminus  at  the 
forty-ninth  parallel  l)eing,  by  the  terms  of  the 
treat}^  under  the  Northwestern  Boundary  Com- 
mission, determined  on  as  the  national  water-line. 
Swinirinff  around  still  farther  to  the  left,  as 
we  pass  San  Juan,  we  catch  a  last  glimpse  of 
Mount  Baker,  sixty  or  seventy  miles  to  the 
southward,  covered  with  snow,  and  now  we 
begin  to  pass  away  up  the  east  side  of  Van- 
couver, but  among  countless  islands  which 
divide  the  waters  here  into  chaimels,  winding 
in  and  out,  a  labyrinth  of  land  and  water.  On 
every  side,  behind  and  before,  are  rugged 
islands  rising  up  out  of  the  sea,  and,  with  few 
excei)tions,  covered  with  evergreen  trees  at  the 
tops,  while  those  of  a  lighter,  fresher  green 
abound  near  the  bases.  The  inspiring  breeze 
wliich  had  helped  us  along  up  the  Straits  died 
away  ere  this,  or  is  lost  to  us  in  the  first  great 
bend  around  from  Victoria,  and  the  blackened 
canvas  of  the  ener2:etic  little  steamer  has  been 
folded  away  as  carefully  as  clean  nai)kins.  The 
air  grows  warm  among  these  islands  shortly 
after  noon,  and  having  walked  the  deck  for  an 
iiour  or  so,  it  seemed  like  midsununer,  while  a 
liiennometer  swinging  in  the  open  air  over  the 
\)il()t-house  indicated  seventv-six  above.  Then 
we  enter  upon  one  f  *  .uc  most  interesting  little 
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runs  experienced  on  this  trip.  This  is  the  pas- 
sage througli  Active  Pass,  where  for  a])Out  two 
miles  we  are  led  to  port  and  starboard  in  short, 
sharp,  quick  turns,  directed  by  our  pilot,  like  a 
beginner  pushed  through  the  bewildering  move- 
ments of  a  contra-dance. 

At  every  turn  new  beauties  come  suddenly 
into  view ;  new  islands,  new  shapes,  new 
scenery,  with  here  and  there  an  Indian  rancheria 
or  a  somewhat  civilized-looking  shanty  nestling 
among  the  trees.  Occasionally  a  son  of  the 
forest  (and  sea)  paddles  his  way  along  in  his 
trusty  "dug-out,"  as  proud  and  independent  as 
a  Doge  of  Tenice  in  his  gondola ;  and  it  may 
be  doubted  if  eve?  the  Adriatic  was  so  beauti- 
ful as  this.  The  loveliest  islands,  the  most 
inviting  groves,  the  greenest  mosses  and  bright- 
est waters  are  seen  everywhere. 

Out  of  this,  nature's  pleasure  grounds  of  lake 
and  jjrove,  we  emerire  into  the  Gulf  of  Geor<>'ia 
— a  broad  expanse  of  water  stretching  away  to 
the  westward  l)oy()nd  the  horizon.  On  tlie 
right  is  a  gap  in  a  timbered  promontory,  mark- 
ing the  line  where  the  forty-ninth  parallel  finds 
its  jumi)ing-()tl"  j)lace  in  the  extreme  north- 
western corner  of  the  United  States.  Beyond 
this  we  soon  have  the  mouth  of  Fraser  River  on 
our  riffht,  and  all  alon""  on  that  side  are  snow- 
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capped  mountains.  Now  we  stem  up  through 
this  broad  inland  sea  for  Xanaimo  with  no  ob- 
struction in  our  path,  as  tar  as  the  eye  can  see. 
We  continue  steaming  up  the  gulf  till,  after  a 
sxorfceous  sunset  of  crimson  and  gold,  and  a 
temperature  down  to  fifty,  we  make  a  long  curve 
of  six  or  seven  miles,  still  toward  the  left,  and  are 
now  heading  directly  toward  our  starting  point 
on  the  other  side  of  the  island  in  the  morning. 

We  came  to  anchor  in  the  snug  little  harbor 
of  Nanaimo,  a  town  of  some  eight  hundred  or 
nine  hundred  inhal)itants,  mostly  Welsh,  who 
gain  a  livelihood  l)y  digging  coal.  It  should  be 
said  that  Nanaimo  coal  is  considered  the  best  on 
the  Pacific  coast  for  steaminii;,  for  which  reason 
it  is  freighted  to  all  points  up  as  high  as  Behring 
Straits,  and  as  far  south  as  San  Diego.  The 
town  is  situated  on  the  eastern  side  of  Van- 
couver's Island,  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles  from  Cape  Flattery,  as  we  came,  but 
across  the  island  to  the  mouth  of  the  Straits 
it  is  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty  miles. 

Nanaimo  is  prettily  situated,  with  rising 
woodeu  hills  to  the  rear  and  a  number  of  small 
islands  lying  in  front,  one  of  which,  by  its  posi- 
tion and  shape,  forms  a  circular  slip  before  the 
town,  which,  owing  to  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
tide,  constitutes  a  natural  dry-dock  where  ships 
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may  be  scraped  and  calking  done  in  perfect 
safety.  The  enterprising  Chinaman  is  here, 
and  a  telegraphic  wire  connects  this  place  Avitli 
Victoria.  In  spite  of  all  advantages,  however, 
tlie  fact  is,  too  nmch  rain  falls  here.  The 
si)ring  is  always  backward,  and  the  harvest  sel- 
dom amounts  to  anything.  It  rains  four  or  five 
times  a  day,  altogether  too  much  when  it  is 
kept  up  the  year  round. 

Coal,  however,  is  in  good  demand,  and  it  is 
said  the  supply  is  insufficient  to  satisfy  the 
wants  of  trade.  The  coal  is  run  down  in  cars 
from  the  mines  to  the  Avharf  and  dumped 
through  chutes  on  shipboard.  Here  our  steamer 
filled  all  available  space,  fore  and  aft,  giving 
her  the  appearance  of  a  regular  collier.  Willi 
rain  and  coal  so  mixed  as  we  had  it,  the 
contracted  quarters  on  board  became  smaller 
and  the  neatness  less  conspicuous. 


CHAPTER  II. 


IT   RAINS. 


/^XE  day  on  sliii)l)oard  in  northwestern 
^-^  wjiters  in  spring  or  etirly  summer  is 
very  much  like  another ;  too  nnich  so  under 
the  circumstances  and  condition  of  attairs  to  be 
pleasant.  Suppose  the  little ''liush,"  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  tons  burden  starting  out  at 
daybreak,  after  anchoring  all  night  in  conse- 
quence of  thick  weather.  With  a  heavy  rain 
all  night  and  a  dense  fog  to  thicken  the  weather, 
it  would  be  destruction  to  attempt  to  run 
through  the  darkness.  At  daylight  there  is 
no  improvcmement  so  far  as  the  weather  is 
concerned,  but  davlii»'ht  enables  one  to  see 
land  dimly  once  in  a  while  on  either  hand. 
Sailing  in  the  open  sea  and  cruising  among 
the  Alaskan  islands  or  the  Ik'itish  Columl)ia 
archipelago  are  two  entirely  dillerent  matters. 
One  may  be  prosecuted  at  night  without 
great  risk  other  than  a  collision  with  another 
ship,  but  when  the  mariner  has  islands  to  the 
right  of  him  and   to  the  left  of  him,  as  weil 
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as  ahead,  all  enveloped  in  fog  and  mist,  the 
compass  is  a  poor  reliance  without  sharp  eye- 
sioht  and  a  knowledu^e  of  amljuscadcd  reefs 
and  rocks  lying  in  wait  for  tlie  careless  voy- 
ager.    But  to  the  start. 

At  half  past  two  or  three  or  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  our  captain  appears  on  deck 
with  his  calm  good-natured  face  and  clear  hlue 
eyes  visi])le  beneath  the  rim  of  his  sou'-wester. 
He  is  enveloped  from  neck  to  heels  in  an  oil- 
skin "jacket,"  like  an  overgrown  yellow  night- 
shirt. Peeping  out  l)elow  is  a  pair  of  rubber 
boots.  The  rain  runs  down  out  of  the  clouds 
as  if  the  string  opening  a  shower-bath  had  been 
pulled  and  the  supply  of  water  above  Avas  un- 
limited. The  rain  does  not  seem  to  be  angry ; 
it  is  not  in  a  hurry  ;  it  does  not  try  to  be  irrita- 
ting or  severe ;  it  may  not  be  a  very  cold  rain. 
It  is  simply  a  rain  running  down  str.iight  and 
steady  as  if  it  was  an  old  and  every  ly  occur- 
rence— no  pretension  nor  airs  —  not'  ig  but  a 
plain  rain  attending  to  its  regular  ut}'^  and 
without  anv  feeling  in  the  matter. 

The  captain  removes  his  meerscb  I4  md  says, 
"  Good  morning,"  as  mildly  and  le.  ntly  as 
the  rain  stream:  down. 

You  respond  and  say  still    furi  'It's  a 

wet  morning."    The  captein  receives  this  mtelli- 
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gencc  without  any  air  of  surprise,  and  if  he  is 
not  occupied  giving  orders  about  getting  under- 
Avay,  he  may  remark,  "  It  rains  very  easy  in 
this  country." 

That 's  it  exactly.  Take  it  all  the  way  up  the 
coast  from  San  Francisco  to  the  Straits  of  Fuca, 
from  Victoria  to  Sitka,  from  Sitka  to  the  Seal 
Islands,  and  3'ou  may  generally  tind  it  raining 
about  as  easily  as  it  could  possibly  do  if  care  had 
been  taken  to  make  it  oil  instead  of  water. 

We  get  under  way  as  soon  after  daylight  as 
may  be  compatible  with  safety  for  the  steamer. 
The  rain  slii)s  down  unceasingly.  Mists  shut 
out  from  view  everything,  unless  on  one  side  or 
the  other  a  bank,  a  shade  darker  than  the  clouds, 
may  be  distinguished  by  trained  eyes.  It  may 
be  an  island,  a  rock,  or  only  a  bank  of  fog 
thicker  t'\*m  the  average  mist.  The  captain, 
the  offic^*"  of  the  deck,  and  the  pilot  say  it  is 
land,  ar  '"tell  the  name  of  it.  Against  such  an 
array  o'  %utical  opinion  it  would  be  folly  for  a 
landsmj  i't  contend.  Call  it  land  if  you  will. 
It  lookh  y  much  as  if  we  had  land  ahead,  too, 
but  the'  !f''  iies  are  steadily  workinij;,  and  we 
maybe  ^'»a'  ng  eight  knots  an  hour.  We  run 
through         .ipparent  land  ahesid. 

The  ra't  ''continues  to  slide  down,  but  ever}'- 
thing  goes  on  as  quietly  and  systematically  on 
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board  as  thou^^h  this  werv  a  writing-school. 
The  captain  j)a(l(lles  around  in  his  h)ng  yellow 
gown  and  softly  stq)})ing  gum  boots  till  five  or 
six  o'clock,  when  he  sees  everything  all  right, 
and  having  his  position  and  bearings  beyond  a 
doubt,  turns  in,  till  breakfast  time.  The  officer 
of  the  deck,  who  is  also  mascjuerading  in  sou'- 
wester, oil-skin  and  rubber  boots,  and  the  pilot 
similarly  arrayed,  remain  on  duty  and  receive 
the  rain  which  glides  down  over  the  rims  of 
their  rubber  helmets  and  oiled  armor  as  if  it 
liad  no  more  purpose  there  than  lightning  on 
an  iron-rod  to  ixet  down  and  leave  no  mark. 

At  eiflfht  bells  the  officer  of  the  deck  jroes 
below,  being  relieved  by  a  brother  similarly 
arrayed,  who  acts  as  conductor  to  the  rain  for 
the  ensuing  four  hours. 

The  pilot  is  temporarily  relieved  for  break- 
fast by  the  captjun,  ufter  which  he  returns  to 
the  "house,""  where  he  smokes  his  cisfarette  and 
gazes  out  into  the  fog  ahead,  port  and  starboard, 
till  dinner.  He  keeps  this  up  till  supper  time, 
or  till  we  come  to  an  anchor.  The  officer  of  the 
first  watch  paddles  around  on  the  "  house  "  till 
noon,  -when  he  is  relieved  by  another  of  his 
style  in  dress  and  manners.  After  breakfast 
the  captain  quietly  appears  on  deck  again,  and 
if  tired  carrying  his  wa,ter-proof  around  he  goes 
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into  the  pilot  house  and  keeps  a  look  out  there 
all  (!av.  lie  l.iiow.s  the  eountrv  quite  as  well 
as  the  i)il()l,  jmd  he  keeps  the  position  of  the 
vessel  strict iv. 

Perli:ij)s  hy  noon,  if  what  is  ealled  a  fine  day 
among  the  islands,  a  j)ateh  of  hhic  al)()ut  as 
large  as  a  postagc-stanii)  may  l)e  s(hmi  overhead, 
bnt  the  fog  still  presses  low  down  on  the  water 
all  around.  A  little  later  it  rises  in  patches, 
hut  even  on  a  very  clear  afternoon,  with  the 
sun  visil)le  in  the  western  sky,  patches  of  fog 
will  be  found  roosting  in  the  tree  t()t)s  where 
they  remain  all  day,  and  all  night  it  may  be,  for 
at  dark  they  still  hang  around  as  if  loth  to  go 
up  into  the  cold  air  of  the  mountain  summits. 
Yet  do  not  thiid<  that  because  the  sun  comes 
out  the  rain  is  over.  That  makes  no  dilference 
whatever.  The  rain  goes  on  and  attends  to  its 
business  all  the  same.  With  tlie  sun  sliininii'  the 
rain  filters  down  bv  fits  and  starts  in  a  dcsultorv 
way,  like  a  sprinkling-cart  that  runs  itself  out 
and  then  goes  back  to  the  hydrant  for  another 
suppl}'.  This  is  particularly  line  weather  for 
this  reiiion. 

When  the  fog  does  rise,  and  the  clouds  break 
away  in  circumscribed  localities,  the  ruiia'ed 
mountain  tops  thrust  themselves  up  as  if  they 
had  rent  the  skv.     On  the   British  Columbian 
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Islands  a1)ovo  the  Gulf  of"  (n-oriiiji,  snow- 
covci'cd  peaks  rise  from  one  tliousand  to  six 
thousand  feet,  almost  perpendicularly  above 
the  water,  'i'heir  tops  are  con  -red  with  snow, 
but  for  two  or  thre(i  thousand  feet  from  the 
base  they  are  adorned  with  thiek-^j^rowinir 
spruce.  N\'itli  mixiul  weather  and  scenery  the 
prospect  is  always  charminii',  presenting  an 
endless  panorama.  Still,  the  great  feature  of 
the  countrv  is  water,  above  and  below. 

On  the  (lav  of  our  departure  from  Xanaimo, 
we  sail  through  fog  and  mist  and  rain,  up  to 
the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  (Jeorgla,  and  thence 
into  Discovery  Passage.  About  six  miles  from 
the  entrance  to  Discovery  Passage  we  come  by 
a  short  turn  to  Seymour's  Narrows.  Here 
the  tide  is  forced  through  a  narrow,  winding 
channel  at  from  four  to  six  knots  an  hour. 
There  are  foaminij  swirls  over  the  face  of  the 
rocks,  and  ureat  eddies  caused  by  meetinjj:  cur- 
rents.  The  Narrows  are  not  more  than  \i  pistol 
shot  across,  and  a  deviation  of  a  (juarter  of  a 
point  from  the  true  channel  sends  a  shi[)  to  de- 
struction. Here  the  contending  currents  take  a 
vessel  by  the  nose  and  swing  her  from  port  to 
starboard,  and  from  starboard  to  jjort,  as  a 
terrier  shakes  a  rat.  It  may  be  doubted  if  the 
Argonautic  expedition  experienced  greater  perils 
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than  Jiro  to  he  met  in  Seymour  Xarrows,  at  the 
mouth  of  which  the  l)one.s  of  tlie  Tnited  States 
ship  Saranae  lie  hleaeiiin<^  fatiioms  down. 

Ilavini^  safely  made  our  exit  from  the  Xar- 
rows, we  eontinue  on  through  smooth  waters, 
with  eomparativelyeasy  curves,  till  we  reach 
Joimstonc;  Straits,  when  once  more  we  go 
winding  away  among  pretty  coves,  and  at  the 
foot  of  high  mountains,  covered  witii  an  inex- 
haustii)le  cro[)  of  tirs  and  spruce  wliich,  high 
up,  look  like  green  velvet ;  hut  the  sailing  is 
safe,  for  a  hundred  fathoms  of  line  will  not 
permit  the  lead  to  touch  bottom  here.  It  has 
the  ai)i)earance  of  a  broad,  smooth  river,  wind- 
ing iis  .ay  sleepily  between  high  mountains 
and  steep,  rocky  clitls. 

The  canoes,  or  "dug-outs,"  in  the  uorth- 
western  waters  are  as  larije,  sometimes  as 
graceful  and  possibly  swifter,  than  Cleopatra's 
barijc.  The  natives  travel  in  them  for  weeks 
up  and  down  these  inland  seas  and  salty  cur- 
rents to  trading  posts,  carrying  their  furs  for 
barter.  They  take  their  families  at  times,  as  a 
Pennsylvania  farmer  takes  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ters and  stalwart  sons  in  his  Conestoija  waijon 
to  York  or  Readinu;. 

These  canoe  cruisers  paddle  oy  sail  ail  day 
with  the  tide,  and  go  into  camp  wherever  they 
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please,  resuming  tlieir  journey  on  the  next 
flood.  They  fish  as  tiiey  go,  and  find  fresh 
water  running  down  tlie  mountain  sides  from 
the  snow  reservoirs  al)ove.  AVii:it  ponies  and 
the  trails  of  the  mountains  and  valleys  are  to 
the  Indians  df  the  Plains,  canCv^s  and  inland 
passages  among  the  islands  are  to  the  natives  of 
l^ritish  Columbia  and  Alaska. 

One  eveninir,  just  after  the  "Kush"  turned  a 
short  hend  in  Johnstone  Straits,  a  large  canoe 
was  sighted  oti'  the  port  bow.  She  was  moving 
slowly  along  and  contained  several  persons. 
As  the  wind  was  prett}'  stiff,  and  the  set  of  the 
tide  uncertain,  the  captain  told  "Mike,"  our 
pilot,  that  he  might  bear  up  a  trifle  so  as  to 
speak  the  canoe.  As  soon  as  the  movement 
became  apparent  to  the  natives,  all  hands  hegan 
to  paddle  with  collegiate  energy,  and  the  '^dug- 
out" spurted  for  shore  as  if  with  a  determiuji- 
tion  to  scramble  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 
"  Mike,''  who  was  lonii'  since  a  trader  in  these 
waters,  at  once  asserted  with  all  conlidence  that 
the  canoe  had  whiskey  aboard,  and  as  whiskey 
is  contraband  amon<2:  the  Indians  of  British 
Columl)ia,  the  paddlers  were  fleeing  to  avoid 
confiscat  ion.  x\s  the  "  Rush  "  had  no  jurisdiction 
in  British  waters  there  was  no  eflbrt  to  overhaul 
the  "dug-ont,"  and   as  soon   as   its  occupants 
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found  the  chase  abandoned,  they  rested  their 
paddles  and  waved  farewell  salutes  with  their 
hats.  Occasionally,  as  often  as  a  dozen  times 
in  a  hundred  miles,  smoke  may  ])e  seen  rising 
from  amonir  the  trees  in  Hrilisli  Columbia  alonff 
the  inland  passage.  Solitary  cabins  of  such 
white  men  as  take  Indian  wives  and  who  are 
content  to  live  by  hunting  and  fishing,  occur  at 
unfrequent  intervals,  and  still  farther  ai)art  are 
Indian  villages  of  wooden  houses.  Game  is 
said  to  be  abundant  in  the  hills,  and  tish  are 
plentiful  in  the  waters.  With  canoes  for  trans- 
})ortation  and  guns  and  fishing  tackle  to  secure 
the  necessaries  of  life,  these  people  sul)sist  in 
contentment.  The  cold  is  not  severe,  and  the 
natural  dampness  produced  by  continuous  rain 
is  put  up  with  as  a  blessing  from  the  clouds. 


CHAPTER  111. 


FOLLOWING  VANCOUVEK8  WAKE. 


QUEEN  CHARLOTTE'S  SOUND,  which 
we  cross  on  the  way  to  Sitka,  is  a  dan- 
gerous place.  Here,  in  our  very  course,  in 
1794,  Vancouver  got  the  Discovery,  his  flag- 
ship, upon  the  rocks  one  day,  and  had  no 
sooner,  by  the  rising  of  the  tide,  floated  her 
again,  tiian  the  Chatham,  iier  consort,  went 
upon  another  reef  farther  sctvward.  After  a 
day  an  I  a  night  of  severe  hibor,  the  Chatham 
was  released,  ha  zing  sustained  hut  comi)ara- 
tively  little  damage. 

Our  own  shi})s  in  later  days  have  not  always 
been  so  fortunate.  The  Suwanee,  double-ender, 
went  to  i)ieces  here  in  1868,  though  all  on 
board  were  saved.  But  in  1873  the  steamer 
George  S.  Wright  struck  on  some  rocks  here, 
as  is  supposed  from  portions  of  wreck  which 
were  found  scattered  amonir  tlie  islands,  and  all 
on  board  v/ere  lost.  She  was  l)ound  from  Sitka 
for  San  Francisco,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
struck   during   a   snow    storm.      Some    bodies 
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were  found  cast  ashore  with  life  preservers  on, 
the  wearers  having  evidently  perished  in  the 
water. 

About  four  years  later,  a  Sound  Indian 
turned  up  who  represented  tliat  he  was  the  sole 
survivor  of  the  Wright  disaster.  His  story  was 
to  the  effect  that  he  had  been  a  coal-heaver  on 
board  the  lost  steamer,  and  after  slie  struck  he 
got  into  a  boat  along  with  the  ca})tain,  pilot, 
and  some  soldiers.  They  made  land  and  built 
a  lire,  soon  after  which  a  party  of  Indians  ap- 
peared and  were  otfered  five  hundred  dolhirs  by 
the  captain  to  take  the  castaways  to  Fort  Rupert, 
about  twenty-Hve  miles  to  the  southward.  The 
sole  survivor  went  on  to  relate  that  though  the 
Indians  appeared,  for  a  time,  to  entertain  the 
])ro))ositi()n  favorably,  they  finally  concluded  to 
kill  the  whites,  which  determination  was  carried 
into  execution.  This  alleged  sole  survivor 
gave  as  a  reason  for  not  telling  his  story  l)efore, 
that  the  murderers  threatened  to  kill  his  father 
if  he  told  anything  about  it,  but  his  conscience 
tinally  impelled  him  to  make  the  "evelation. 
It  was  a  good  story  and  it  found  many  believ- 
ers. The  accused  Indians  were  arrested  1)V  the 
liritish  authorities,  and  were  in  a  fair  way  to  be 
hanged,  when  it  was  proven  beyond  question 
that  the   alleged   sole   survivor  was   servinii*  a 
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term  in  the  Victoria  jail  at  the  time  of  the 
Wriijht  disaster.  His  motive  for  iiiventino;  the 
charge  asfaiiist  the  accused  was  reveiiii^e. 

Crossing  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  we  enter 
Fitzhugh's  Sound,  after  passing  up  wliich 
about  a  mile  we  come  upon  anotlier  interesting 
locality,  Safety  Cove,  where  Vancouver  an- 
chored his  ships  for  a  few  days'  rest  and  re[)air, 
after  months  of  hardships  and  dangers.  Safety 
Cove  is  about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  across  at  the 
mouth,  and,  maintaining  nearly  an  equal  width 
all  the  wa}',  extends  back  into  the  mountains 
for  a  mile.  The  hills  on  either  side  rise  precip- 
itously to  the  height  of  at  least  a  thousand  feet, 
covered  with  a  growth  of  spruc(\  pine,  and 
cedar  that  is  ahnost  impenetrable.  About  two- 
thirds  of  the  distance  up  the  Cove,  on  the  north 
side,  a  stream  of  w-ater  tumbles  down  the  bank 
so  conveniently  that  the  breakers  in  the  ship's 
boats  may  be  filled  without  the  men  going 
ashore.  It  is  pure,  ice-cold  water  from  the  top 
of  the  snowy  mountain.  At  the  head  of  this 
cove  a  large  stream  puts  in  from  a  low  opening. 
The  Cove  is  as  smooth  and  bright  on  the  surface 
as  a  mirror,  and  with  the  framework  of  dark 
ffreen  surroundin<>;  it  and  the  "  Rush  "  ridinsf  in 
the  centre,  the  only  sign  of  civilization  in  this 
provincial  wilderness,  a  lovelier  picture  could  not 
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be  conjured  by  the  liveliest  iinagiiuition.  The 
sun,  which  did  not  set  till  eight  o'clock,  coldd 
not  be  seen  in  the  Cove,  but  down  across  Fitz- 
hugh's  Sound  he  glanced  liis  last  rays  from  the 
sununits  of  snow-capped  mountains,  thro  wing- 
pink  upon  the  snow  and  pur})le  and  crimson 
shades  anion^r  the  l)rown  and  dark  <irreen  of  hill 
and  vale  in  richest  profusion. 

The  men  not  on  duty  caught  a  plentiful 
supply  of  flounders  here.  Among  other  hands 
on  board  the  "Rush"  were  some  Jai)anese  boys, 
two  of  whom  were  empIoN'ed  in  the  ward  room 
and  one  in  the  ctd)in.  The  captain's  boy  was 
the  flrst  to  haul  up  a  wonderful  lish  or  reptile 
with  spotted  skin,  long  tapering  tail,  and  a  full 
set  of  teeth  like  a  section  of  an  ivory  comb. 
The  fish,  which  had  no  scales,  was  provided 
with  openings  for  gills  under  the  pectoral  fins. 
On  the  head  was  a  curved  sort  of  horn  or  chunp 
on  a  hinge,  the  outer  end  of  which,  concave  juid 
armed  with  sharp  teeth  or  points,  rested  in  a 
socket.  As  the  cabin  boy  raised  this  horn  to 
examine  the  curiosity,  it  took  the  end  oft'  his 
finger,  and  he  prosecuted  his  scientific  investi- 
gations no  further. 

The  doctor  could  not  identify  this  strange 
fisii,  which  would  weigh  about  four  pounds, 
his  authorities  on  ichthyology  being   silent  on 
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the  subject,  but  "]Mike"  says  they  are  called 
"  rat  fivsh  "  a  name  that  would  appear  to  be  ap- 
plied in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  formation 
of  tail  and  teeth.  The  fish  had  i)r()ininent  eyes, 
irenerally  dark  blue,  but  in  some  shades  of  lii>ht 
a  brilliant  i»:reen. 

xVt  intervals  all  throu<»h  these  inland  waters 
may  be  seen  Indian  l)urial  places,  if  "  burial  "  is 
a  proi)er  word  to  use  in  this  connection.  The 
Indians  of  British  (,V)lumbia  are  cremators, 
and  the  places  where  the  ashes  of  their  dead  are 
deposited  are  remai'kable  for  the  care  with 
which  they  are  preserved  and  decorated.  Indian 
sepulchres  may  be  seen,  sometimes  one  or  two 
in  a  })lace,  on  a  prominent  headland,  marked 
with  circular  boards  or  with  cloth  stretched  on 
hoops,  lookins:  at  the  distance  of  a  thousand 
yards,  like  tarirets.  A  flag  is  occasionally  set 
near  by  as  if  still  more  strongly  to  attract 
attention. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  burial  places  in 
British  Columbia,  on  this  route,  is  in  Mc- 
Laughlin's Bay  at  a  Hudson  Bay  trading  port 
called  Bella  Bella.  Here  the  houses  which  con- 
tain the  sacred  ash(»s  of  the  dead  are  numerous, 
and  about  half  a  dozen  spots  are  marked  and 
decorated  as  the  tombs  of  chiefs.  When  we 
passed  that  point  on  the  morning  after  leaving 
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S.'ifotv  Cove,  flasfs  wero  flviiii»"  in  (he  ceineterv 
MS  if  it  were  Memorial  I>;iy,  juid  it  is  said  tluil 
these  decorations  are  renewed  as  often  as  carried 
away  or  destroyed  I)y  tlie  elements.  There  is  also 
(juite  an  extensive  Indian  village  at  liella  Bella. 

(lame  would  appear  to  be  scarce  hereal)outs, 
hut  it  nmst  exist  somewhere  in  the  hills,  for 
deer  skins  are  sent  out  on  steamers  and  tradinir 
vessels.  From  the  deck  of  the  steamer  the 
timber  on  all  sides  of  the  islands,  as  at  Safetv 
Cove,  appears  too  dense  to  offer  good  range  for 
deer,  yet  venison  is  found  in  places.  After 
irettin<»;  in  amoni*:  the  thousands  of  ishmds 
between  Victoria  and  this  point  we  have  seen 
but  few  birds  or  tish.  A  tin- back  whale 
})receded  us  into  Seymours  Narrows,  as  if 
cunningly  enticing  us  to  our  destruction,  dis- 
appearing as  soon  as  we  were  so  far  advanced 
as  to  make  return  or  ])ackout  impossible,  and 
on  the  day  after  a  shark  skimmed  the  surface 
contentedlv  alonjx  side,  l)ut  animal  life  above 
the  surface  of  the  waters  is  not  plentiful. 

In  August  1792,  Vancouver  wrote  of  a  point 
on  the  mainland  in  latitude  fiftv-two  desfrees, 
three  minutes  as  follows  :  — 

"This  rendezvous  was  about  thirty-seven  miles  from 
the  station  of  tlio  vesst;ls  (Safety  Cove)  in  as  desolate, 
inhospitable  a  eountiy  as  the  most  melancholy  ci-eatiiro 
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could  be  desirous  of  inhabiting;.  The  eagle,  erow,  and 
raven"  that  occasionally  had  borne  us  company  in  our 
lonely  researches  visited  not  these  dreary  shores.  The 
common  shell  lisii,  such  as  muscles,  clams,  and  cockles, 
and  the  nettle,  samphire  and  other  coarse  vegetables 
that  had  been  so  highly  essential  to  our  health  and 
maintenance  in  all  our  former  excursions,  were  scarcely 
found  to  exist  here;  and  the  ruins  of  one  miserable  hut, 
near  wliere  we  had  lod»ifed  the  preceding  night,  was  the 
only  indication  we  saw  that  human  beings  ever  I'e- 
sorted  to  the  country  before  us." 


The  chief  attractions  of  the  latter  portion  of 
our  run  one  day  were  among  mountains  rising 
abruptly  from  one  to  four  thousand  feet  in 
height,  down  which  rush  roaring  cataracts  from 
the  melting  snows  above.  INIany  of  these 
streams  fall  down  the  faces  of  rugged  granite 
cliffs  which  cut  the  Avater  into  fine  spray  and 
mist.  In  others  the  water  spreads  out  in  a 
thin,  smooth  sheet  like  a  broad  ribbon  of  white 
satin.  Again  it  appears  as  spun  glass  of  the 
finest  quality.  Frequently  a  foaming  torrent 
tuml)les  over  among  huge  boulders  at  the 
mouths  of  canons  so  low  in  grade  as  to  afford 
a  chance  for  salmon  to  ascend.  In  such  places 
fishing  may  be  prosecuted  in  season  with  satis- 
factory results.  The  sides  of  the  mountains  in 
many  places  show  deep  scars,  bearing  silent 
testimony  to  past  land  slides,  which,  for  thou- 
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sands of  feet  in  length  and  hundreds  of  yards  in 
hreadth,  increasing  in  width  as  thc}^  descended, 
ijad  swept  dowi?  the  forests  and  stripped  the 
thin  soil  from  the  rocks  which  now  stand  out 
like  fleshless  hones. 

For  purely  artistic  beauty,  however,  Gran- 
ville cliannel  exceeds  anything  yet  seen  on  this 
cruise  among  the  untamed  beauties  of  nature  on 
land  and  water.  Imagine  an  avenue  of  clear, 
calm  water,  straight  as  a  transit  road  five  miles 
in  length,  a  (|uarter  of  a  mile  across  at  the  eastern 
end  and  running  down  to  a  tapering  point  closed 
up  comi)letely  and  thoroughly,  as  it  appears  by 
a  bold  mountain  two  thousand  feet  in  height. 
The  mountains  on  either  side  are  CMjually  high, 
all  making  sharp  lines,  green,  low  down  with 
spruces,  which  also  appear,  but  scatteringly,  on 
the  snow-crowned  summits.  The  regularity  of 
the  channel  so  far  as  it  is  in  sight,  the  varied 
lines  of  the  mountains  and  the  unbroken  still- 
ness, except  the  regular  thumping  of  the 
steamer  s  enaines,  altoaether  form  an  enchant- 
ing  scene.  Of  course  when  we  get  to  the 
mountain  at  the  western  terminus,  which  we 
do  as  daylight  gives  way  to  darkness,  there  is  a 
passage  out,  and  at  a  quarter  past  nine  P.  M. 
we  anchor  in  seventeen  fathoms  for  the  night, 
in  Lowe's  Inlet,  and  go  to  sleep  to  the  droning 
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.sound  of  the  cataract  on  shore,  into  which  an 
arrow  might  be  shot  from  the  deck  of  the 
steamer. 

On  the  next  morning  we  obtain  our  iirst 
view  of  Alaska,  Cape  Fox  l)eini;  visil)ie  for  a 
short  time.  In  the  afternoon  we  let  go  anchor 
ut  Port  Simpson,  still  in  I5ritisli  Columbia. 

Of  the  character  of  the  country  ihrouah  wliich 
we  had  l)een  passing  for  a  week,  no  person  can 
form  any  conce})tion  from  ordinary  ma))s.  We 
had  been  spending  days  and  travelling  hundreds 
of  miles  amonu*  islands  innumerable,  and  cliaii- 
nels  in  every  direction,  narrow  sometimes,  so 
that  a  pistol  ball  might  be  tired  across,  and  yet 
hundreds  of  fathoms  in  depth.  There  are  thou- 
sands of  passages  into  which  we  do  not  enter, 
because  our  object  is  to  pursue  the  most  direct 
course  through  the  country,  and,  doubtless, 
many  of  them  have  been  only  sui)erticially  sur- 
veyed. Their  number  and  magnitude  in  some 
cases,  as  the  Straits  of  Fuca,  Gulf  of  Georgia, 
Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  and  others,  are  won- 
derful. It  seems  as  if  the  Alnii<2-ht\'  had  here 
shattered  the  mountains  with  an  onmi})otent 
sledije  for  a  thousand  miles  and  turned  the 
waters  of  the  sea  to  How  anions:  the  IVaaments. 
It  is  a  wonderful  countr,  to  look  at,  and  if 
situated  so  as  to  be  available  for  Sunday  excur- 
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sions  from  u  lircit  citv  or  n  mmilxT  of  ijreat 
cities,  it  iniiiht  ho  })ut  to  soiiiv  i)rofitiii)lo  use. 
For  any  other  piirpo.-e  it  has  veiy  few,  if  any 
reeonnnenchitions  at  i)rescnt.  The  tiinl)er  grows 
on  a  tiiin,  skinnv  soil  at  hest,  and  often  only 
iiohls  on  hy  roots  in  ereviees  of  the  rocks.  Tlie 
chniate  is  wet,  colil,  and  eheerk'ss,  and  vegeta- 
tion, tiiouuii  it  niav  ijrrow,  does  not  mature. 
Even  the  greater  portion  of  the  timher  seems  to 
die  younu".  The  country  has  attractions  for  the 
artist  and  possihly  for  the  scientist,  but  it  will 
l)r()l)al)ly  remain  in  possession  of  the  Indians 
for  man V  ii*enerations,  if  not  for  all  time.  Jus- 
tice  would  now  seem  to  rcMiuire  that  tlie  Indians 
should  he  pennitted  to  remain  in  undisturbed 
possession  of  these  islands  of  liritish  Columbia. 
Of  course,  if  valuable  mineral  or  other  products 
should  be  discovered  here  that  would  be  quite  a 
dillerent  thin<r. 

Port  Simpson  is  a  Hudson  Bay  trading  post 
Avherc  steamers  i)lying  l)etween  Victoria  and 
Wrangel  or  Sitka  sometimes  touch.  There  is 
no  post-ofhce  here,  and  letters  are  only  for- 
warded as  uncertain  opportunities  |)erinit.  It 
is  like  many  another  settlement  which  wc  have 
seen  during  the  ])ast  week.  One  of  the  most 
remarkable  of  these  is  Duncan's  ^Fission  at 
Afetlahcatlah  in  Chatham's  Sound,  about  fifteen 
miles  from  Port  Simpson. 
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Ill  1858  Duiiojin  was  sent  to  Port  Simpson  its 
ji  missionjirv,  and  soon  afterward,  haviiijj:  some 
(lisagivciiiciit  with  tlio  Hudson  Bay  Comi)any's 
iiiTcnt  at  tliat  i)lac'e,  he  moved  down  to  Mctlah- 
catlali,  intending  to  take  all  of  the  Indians  with 
him,  ))ut  the  eompany  brought  Rev.  Mr. 
Crosby  out  and  saved  about  half  of  them. 
Duncan,  however,  liuilt  up  a  settlement  and 
prospered  in  more  ways  than  one.  lie  has  a 
snug  town  in  which  there  is  a  church,  a  semi- 
nary, u  jail,  and  a  great  many  adjuncts  of 
civilization,  if  not  all  the  modern  improvements. 
He  is  a  magistrate,  and  has  Indian  constables  to 
execute  his  warrants  and  enforce  his  decrees. 
He  will  not  tolerate  whiskey  or  outside  traders 
within  his  jurisdiction,  but  docs  some  outside 
trading  himself.  It  is  reported  that  he  gets  the 
better  of  Uncle  Sam  to  the  extent  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  a 
yQivv  by  sending  his  Indians  with  goods  up  some 
of  thft  inland  passages  to  trade  with  the  Alaskan 
natives,  by  which  sinugg'ii.^g  our  revenues  arc 
made  to  suffer.  At  all  events,  whether  true  or 
false,  Duncan  has  the  repU(.\tion  of  being  a 
prosperous  and  successful  missionary. 

"Mike,"  our  pilot,  attempted  to  land  some 
whiskey  at  Metlahcatlah  some  years  ago,  before 
he  experienced  a  change,  but  he  says  Duncan's 
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police  run  liini  out.  Po.ssi])ly  if  \\(\  could  luivc 
ufot  ashore  there  with  enouiih  whisUev  to  run 
the  place  lor  tliree  days,  tlie  mission  niiuhl 
have  been  wiped  out  and  Duncan  would  have 
heen,  het'ore  this,  seekinu'  j)roselytes  among 
nations  further  removed  from  the  retining  intlu- 
encc  of  civilization,  or  in  some  secret  nook 
unknown  to  the  alcoholic  corsair  of  the  western 
isles.  As  it  is,  l)oth  "Mike"  and  Duncan  are 
now  uood  citizens,  and  if  the  missionary  is  the 
richer  in  this  world's  jroods  the  pilot  is  an 
incxhaustihle  mine  of  interestinir  reminiscences 
of  contraband  cruisings  before  he  experienced  a 
change. 

Port  Simpson  was  established  by  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  in  182!),  and  has  seen  many  wars 
with  the  native  tribes,  but  it  still  lives — an 
important  i)ost  of  the  company.  It  is  now  a 
general  rendezvous  for  various  tribes,  but  is 
located  on  the  lands  of  the  Tonirass.  The 
objects  of  greatest  interest  here  at  the  present 
time  are  "potlatch"'  poles,  which  average  al)out 
twenty  feet  in  height,  and  are  carved  near  the 
base  in  grotesque  tigures  of  monsters  bearing 
columns  upon  their  heads.  Some  of  the  col- 
unms  have  the  tigures  of  beasts  set  vertically 
on  top,  but  the  i)revailing  idea  is  of  monstrous 
faces  carved  below.     These  have  an  idolatrous 
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jiir  about  them,  and  are  not  in  favor  with  Mr. 
Crosl)y,  the  missionary,  who  is  having  them 
removed  as  fast  as  possible.  In  a  short  time 
they  will  all  have  disappeared  and  carried  with 
them  whatever  of  traditional  meanins;  they  may 
have  for  the  Aborigines,  who  will  also  disappear 
in  a  few  generations,  or  would  under  American 
influences.  It  is  the  pohcy  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company,  however,  to  preserve  the  Indian,  for 
on  his  labors  that  corporation  thrives. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


CANOES  AND  CARVED  POLES. 


npiIE  first  tmchorage  made  by  the  "Rush"  in 
-*-  Alaskan  waters,  on  this  cruise,  was  in 
Karta  or  Kassan  Bay,  before  tiie  vilhige  of  the 
Indian  Chief  Scowl,  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  interestiniz;  Indian  vil- 
lages  on  this  coast  for  several  reasons  most 
prominent  of  which  are  that  Scowl  is  chief  of 
all  tlie  Ilyda  Indians,  headcjuarters  of  the  tribe 
being  on  Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  vilhige  con- 
tains the  most  extensive  and  elaborately  carved 
poles,  of  which  brief  mention  was  made  in  the 
preceding  chapter. 

Old  Scowl  is  now  totally  blind  and  nearly 
deaf,  but  he  a})pears  to  be  the  remains  of  a  once 
physically  powerful  man,  and  he  long  wielded 
stioned  authoritv  in  his  wididv  extended 
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tribe.  The  Ilydas  are  great  Inciters  and  fishers, 
and  at  the  time  of  our  visit  the  chief  village 
was  almost  deserted,  the  inhabitants  being 
avvay  seal  hunting  out  beyond  Queen  Cluirlotte's 
Island. 
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These  Indians  of  the  Northwest  coast  dift'er 
as  much  in  ai)})eurance  as  in  customs  from  those 
of  the  phuns.  The  buffalo  eaters  are  a  hardy 
race  of  strong,  muscuhir  men,  with  the  piercing 
eyes,  high  cheek-hones,  and  aquiline  noses  of  a 
warlike  people.  The  Ilydas,  Tsimpsiens,  Ton- 
irass,  and  others  of  this  rei>ion,  from  Puijet 
Sound  to  Sitka,  have  round,  fat  faces  with  dull 
expression,  indicative  of  anything  but  bravery 
cind  aml)ition.  The  Sioux  live  principally  on 
buffalo  meat,  and  take  an  abundance  of  rough 
exercise  on  horseback  over  mountain  and  plain. 
The  Hydas  and  their  kind  paddle  or  drift 
around  with  the  tides  in  canoes,  live  on  fish, 
and  l)ecome  oily  and  laz}^  looking.  The  habits 
and  diet  of  both  classes  reveal  themselves  in 
form  and  face,  the  meat  eaters  being  tall  and 
lean,  as  u  rule,  the  fish  eaters  fat  and  squatty. 

The  canoe  is  the  sole  moans  of  locomotion 
here.  All  the  "trails"  arr  by  water,  and  the 
canoes  of  tliis  people  are  wonderful  specimens 
of  savas^e  naval  architecture.  The  Ilvdas  make 
the  best  and  ]arirest  canoes  in  this  section  of  the 
coast.  At  Port  Simpson  "dug-outs,"  from 
forty  to  fifty  feet  in  length,  are  quite  common, 
and  some  are  much  longer.  One  taken  to  the 
Centennial  was  eighty  feet  in  length  and  so 
deep  that  men  sitting  in  it  were  concealed  from 
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view  up  to  their  shoulders.  The  cjuioes  are 
duir  Jind  burned  out,  each  being  constructed  of 
!i  cedar  log,  which,  after  the  excjivation,  is 
spread  open  till  thoroughly  dried  in  that  posi- 
tion. They  are  all  constructed  on  one  model, 
iu'ing  a  simple  curve  at  the  stern,  the  prow 
sticking  sharply  from  the  water  and  projecting 
upward  and  outward  in  a  graceful  form,  after 
the  style  of  ancient  Roman  and  Grecian  war 
'^a!"  V:,  us  we  see  them  pictured  in  books. 

I'  ua  ten,  fifteen,  twenty  or  fort}  paddles  on 
a  side  (the  Centennial  canoe  carried  the  latter 
number  Avhen  fully  manned),  these  "dug-outs" 
are  i)ropelled  through  the  water  at  a  rate  equal 
to  two  miles  for  any  ship  boat's  one.  Port 
Simpson  is  headquarters  for  the  canoe  trade, 
whole  fleets  beino-  brou":ht  in  at  times  for  sale 
as  at  fairs  or  markets  in  great  connnercial  cities. 
At  times  a  flocr  of  new  "dui>:-outs"  2:0  paddlinsf 
into  the  h  '/^u'  where  they  arc  to  be  sold,  in 
the  for?};!  > "  .  -,  »*eat  crescent  within  the  bav,  and 
are  bi'ougiio  l-  the  beach  amid  chanting  and 
shouting  and  general  demonstrations,  intended 
to  give  importance  to  the  occasion. 

These  sales  attract  Indians  from  the  surround- 
ing country  to  Port  Simpson  where  cop:,Ideral)le 
iH'operty  changes  hands  in  consequence,  some 
canoes    v'ling  as  high  as  $100  in  blankets  and 
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other  commodities.  They  represent  a  vast 
amount  of  patient  labor,  and  skill,  to  a  certain 
extent.  They  are  swift,  liraceful,  and  buoyant, 
but  are  liable  to  split  by  the  force  of  a  blow  or 
under  a  severe  strain. 

A  few  years  ago,  j\Ir.  Williamson,  who  was 
at  that  time  agent  for  the  Hudson  Ba}"  Com- 
pany, at  Port  Simpson,  went  over  to  Queen 
Charlotte's  Island,  i'  't  forty  miles  distant, 
making  the  outware,  oyage  in  safety.  In 
returning,  however,  he  experienced  heavy 
weather.  His  crew  consisted  of  five  Indians, 
and  when  about  ten  miles  out  they  turned  and 
attempted  to  go  back  to  the  island.  The  sea 
became  rougher  with  each  blast  of  the  gale,  and 
finall}',  growing  desperate,  the  voyagers  hoisted 
sail  and  concluded  to  try  to  run  in  as  soon  as 
possible,  delay  seeming  to  make  their  situation 
more  perilous  each  insi.ant.  While  thus  bulfet- 
ing  the  waves  the  canoe  split  from  stem  to 
stern,  and,  of  course,  all  of  its  occui)ants  were 
thrown  into  the  sea. 

Even  under  these  circumstances,  while  being 
buffeted  by  tremendous  billows,  the  Indians 
succeeded  in  passing  some  kel[)  cordage  around 
the  wreck,  and  thus  formed  a  raft  which  held 
all  up.  The  cold,  however,  was  so  severe, 
with  the  drenchin;>-  water,  that  Mr.  Williamson 
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soon  succumbed,  and  laying  oil'  his  luit,  oflered 
!i  short  pi'Jij'er  und  slid  into  the  sea.  One  by 
one  the  crew  departed  in  a  similar  manner,  ex- 
cept a  solitar}^  Indian,  who,  after  four  days, 
reached  shore  in  a  famishing  condition. 

Yet  the  Indians  on  the  coast  venture  out 
thirty  to  forty  miles  from  land  in  tluMr  canoes 
when  hunting  the  fur  seal,  which,  when  travel- 
ing north,  kee})s  well  out  to  sea. 

At  Karta,  "i)otlatcli"  poles  from  a  foot  to 
four  feet  in  dian:eter  at  the  base,  and  ^om  fif- 
teen to  sixty  and  even  seventy-five  feet  in 
heio:ht,  have  been  erected  to  connnemoratc  one 
or  another  important  event  in  the  history  of  a 
family.  At  Port  Simpson  a  pole  with  a  carved 
figure  of  a  wolf,  life  size,  on  top  and  a  veritable 
gun  strapped  near  the  effigy,  was  erected  in 
memory  of  a  hunter  who  })erished  while  in  the 
mountains  on  one  of  his  expeditions,  during  a 
severe  snow-storm.  Other  poles  commemorate 
similar  events  ;  but  the  greater  mnnl)er  represent 
quite  another  sort  of  alfair  which  I  believe  is 
peculiar  to  the  Indians  of  this  coast. 

It  is,  or  was,  the  custom  amons:  the  Ilvdas, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  erection  of  ;i  new  house, 
and  nil  here,  as  at  Port  Simpson,  live  in  wooden 
buiii^inirs,  to  cfive  what  miirht  be  called  a  "warm- 
ing."     Upon    taking   possession    of    the    new 
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premises  the  proprietor  celebrates  the  event  by 
a  "potlatch"  feast  (Chinook  word  for  gift),  and 
a  carved  pole  is  erected  to  mark  the  event. 
One  of  the  greatest  things  a  Ilyda  can  do  is  to 
give  away  more  than  his  neigh1)ors.  The  gifts 
consist  principally  of  ])huikets,  which  are  dis- 
tributed by  the  hundred  when  tiiey  can  be  ob- 
tained, and  it  is  not  uncommon  for  these  Indians 
to  bestow  all  of  their  worldly  goods  in  that 
manner,  leaving  them  poor  forever  afterward. 
For  carving  the  poles  twenty,  thirty,  and  as 
high  as  fifty  blankets,  worth  about  two  dollars 
each,  have  been  paid. 

Rank  and  title  among  these  Indians  descend 
not  in  a  line  from  father  to  son,  but  from  uncle 
to  nephew,  a  system  of  nepotism  calculated  to 
secure  rotation  in  office.  In  order  that  a 
nephew^  may  succeed  to  'he  honors  and  dignities 
of  the  mother's  brother  he  nuist,  on  taking  his 
place  at  the  head  of  the  tribe,  or  family,  dis- 
tribute or  pay  to  his  uncle's  surviving  relatives 
goods  of  a  value  equal  to  those  given  on  the 
occasion  of  the  erection  of  the  family  tree. 
Any  young  man  of  spirit  would  naturally  be 
urged  and  stimulated  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  purpose  to  put  forth  every  exertion  to  ob- 
tain the  amount  of  wealth  necessary  to  secure 
iiis  title.     And  this  has  led,  in  late  years,  to  the 
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adoption  of  nictms,  not  credituhle  to  the  Ilydji 
m.'in  nor  elevjiting  to  the  woman  over  whom  he 
exercised  complete  control.  It  was  witiia  view 
of  putting  a  stop  to  these  demoralizing  prac- 
tices that  the  missionaries  have  discouraged  the 
erection  and  preservation  of  the  "potlatch" 
poles.  If  the  heir  appjirent  fails  to  distril)ute  a 
sufficient  (quantity  of  goods  to  entitle  him  to 
take  rank  as  the  head  of  the  family,  some  other 
member,  more  successful,  or  more  ambitious, 
may  produce  the  blankets  and  walk  off  with 
the  honors. 

At  Port  Simpson  and  at  Metlahcatlah  the 
missionaries  have  effected  encourairini*;  results 
and  achieved  considerable  success  amom'"  the 
Indians,  but  old  Scowl,  chief  of  the  Il3'das, 
frowns  down  all  preachers  Avho  ap[)roach  his 
})ossessions.  Two  preachers  attemi)ted  to  make 
a  beginning  among  the  Ilydas  a  few  years  ago, 
but  they  Avere  politely  informed  that  if  they  did 
not  go  away  they  would  be  killed.  They  did 
not  remain.  Consequently  Scowl's  peoi)le  not 
only  retain  their  '^potlatch"  poles,  but  they 
enjoy  some  other  privileges  which  no  conscien- 
tious missionary  could  approve,  and  at  least  one 
of  which  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of 
our  laws  since  the  war. 

The   Ilydas    own    slaves,    and    have    owned 
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thcni  .since  the  moinory  of  man  ruinicth  not  to 
the  contrary.  The  oriiiinal  stock  of  slaves 
generally  consisted  of  children  cai)tured  in  war- 
fare, whose  i)osterity  remained  in  a  condition 
of  hondaiie.  Slaves  have  been  sold  by  these 
more  norlhern  tribes  to  the  Indians  of  Puget 
Sound,  and  the  power  over  such  chattels  has 
been  so  coin})lete  that  they  have  been  killed  out 
of  compliment  to  or  regard  for  a  dying  master, 
and  the  women  have  been  leased  out  for  evil 
purposes.  Old  Scowl  has  slaves  now,  Jind,  as 
he  is  believed  to  be  on  his  last  leirs,  the  wisest 
thinii'  thev  could  do  Avould  be  to  emii»rate  to 
the  land  of  the  free,  farther  east. 

When  a  Ilyda  chief  dies  it  is  supposed  he 
will  need  servants  in  the  felicitous  fishing  tields, 
and  that  the  best  way  to  secure  them  is  to  take 
them  with  him.  The  records  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  at  Port  Simpson  show,  that  in 
1842  on  one  occasion  the  agent  visited  a  dying 
man  of  some  note  and  entered  the  place  where 
he  hiy  iust  in  time  to  find  him  en<j:a<ied  in  an 
attempt  to  strangle  his  nephew.  The  agent 
rescued  the  boy  and  took  him  into  the  post, 
where  he  Avas  kei)t  till  after  the  departure  of 
the  spirit  oi  his  kini>lv  uncle.  Then  came  the 
mother  of  the  lad  and  demanded  compensation 
of  the  comi)any  for  the  annoyance  and  incon- 
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veniencc  to  which  her  (lei)arted  l)r()tlicr  would 
he  i)ut  in  the  other  world,  l)y  reason  of  not 
having'  the  spirit  of  her  son  servilely  attendant 
iH)on  his  ghostly  majesty.  The  company  i)aid 
for  that  interference  in  family  affairs. 

Kiide  as  these  peoi)le  may  be  considered  by 
persons  of  artificial  culture,  it  nuist  l)e  said  in 
their  favor  that  all  men  have  a  conunercial  value 
in  their  e^'es,  and  accidental  insurance  is  one  of 
the  things  that  they  l)elievc  in.  Jf  one  or 
twenty  of  these  Indians  are  hired  for  labor  they 
must  be  returned  or  paid  for,  some  costing  as 
much  as  one  hundred  dollars.  ^Manv  vears  airo, 
when  the  Russians  were  in  })ossession  of  Alaska, 
.1  Frenchman  came  out  to  open  up  the  fur  trade 
and  add  to  the  commercial  importance  of  his 
brilliant  nation.  He  hired  a  lot  of  Sitka  In- 
dians to  hunt  seals  and  moved  down  about 
(^ueen  Charlotte's  to  commence  operations.  lie 
put  his  Indians  ashore  there,  where  twenty- 
three  of  them  were  killed  l)y  the  Ilvdas  and 
nine  in  another  place.  When  he  returned  to 
Sitka  he  paid  two  hundred  dollars  apiece  for 
the  missing  Indians,  according  to  contract,  and 
had  a  grand  total  of  sixty-three  sealskins  worth 
about  live  dollars  each  as  the  result  of  his 
cruise.  Then  he  sailed  for  La  Belle  France 
with  rather  a  i)oor  opinion  of  the  country. 
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The  woiiion  of  tlioso  tribes  have  their  foil)les, 
.'IS  other  women  liuve,  and  as  they  difler  some- 
what from  Avliat  api)ears  farther  east  and  south- 
ward, it  mav  he  -well  to  mention  some  items. 
Tliey  do  not  parade  to  any  irreat  extent  in 
sealskin  saeques  or  otiier  tine  fur,  a  faet  which 
may  be  due,  at  least  in  part,  to  early  teachings. 
The  Hudson  Bay  Company,  which  iirst  intro- 
duced manners,  things,  and  ideas  of  civilization 
among  these  Indians,  forbade  their  employes 
wearing  furs  under  any  circumstances,  as  it  was 
found  if  they  made  use  of  such  articles  in  their 
wearing  apparel  the  Indians  would  imitate 
them,  and  yood  furs  would  thus  be  wasted  as  it 
were,  and  there  would  be  nothing  in  the  country 
worth  tradinu:  for.  And  now  calico  and  blan- 
kets  are  more  worn  by  Ilyda  women  thjui 
furs.  ( 

What  they  lack  in  skins,  however,  they  make 
up  in  jewelry.  They  wear  rings  upon  their 
fingers,  in  their  ears,  and  in  their  noses.  But 
they  have  another  sort  of  ornament  which  is 
peculiar  to  the  squaws  on  this  coast.  On  ar- 
riving at  the  age  of  womanhood  they  pierce  the 
lower  lip,  through  which  they  thrust  a  piece  of 
ivory  or  a  silver  pin  about  an  inch  long  and  as 
thick  as  a  knitting  needle.  Inside  the  mouth 
the  end  of  the  pin  is  fastened  to  a  plate  which 
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rests  l)efore  the  iriini.  This  })in  is  iiiL-roasod  in 
thickness  as  the  lady  advances  in  years,  till  it 
looks  as  it'  the  entire  lip  had  been  torn  out  and 
111;'  hole  stopi)ed  by  a  l)one.  The  women  arc 
industrious,  as  Indian  women  generally  are, 
cleaninii'  the  fish,  curing,  skins,  hewing  wood, 
and  drawing  water.  They  make  a  cordage  of 
the  tlbre  of  nettles  (which  weed  they  use  for 
'\i:reens"  also),  and  out  of  kelj),  which  is  found 
rioatino;  all  through  these  waters.  ^lattinii"  is 
made  of  a  kind  of  grass,  and  one  species  of 
seaweed  is  dried  in  hui>e  blocks  a  foot  sciuare 
and  two  to  three  inches  in  thickness,  forming  a 
staple  article  of  food. 

On  the  Avhole,  the  people  are  fat,  contented, 
and  hap})y,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  general 
ai)pearances,  and  though  ready  and  willing  to 
accept  anything  gratuitous  from  tol)acco  to  old 
shoes,  they  volunteer  to  give  nothing ;  and 
when  they  sell  they  are  the  most  unscrupulous 
of  Shy  locks.  These  arc  part  of  our  purchase 
from  Russia.  Higher  up  wc  have  others  of  ii 
(liU'ercnt  but  equally  interesting  character. 
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TpORT  WUANGKL  is  sitimtcd  on  an  island 
-■-  at  tiic  nioutii  of  Slickccn  river,  and  derives 
the  chief  part  of  its  eonnnerelal  importance 
from  trade  with  miners  who  dii>-  <>()ld  in  British 
Cohnnhia. 

It  is,  at  times,  what  is  called  a  "lively" 
town,  made  so  particularly  when  the  miners 
come  down  in  the  fail.  Tiien  come  also  hun- 
dreds of  s(|uaws,  Avho  form  tiie  chief  attraction 
for  dance-liouses.  About  eii»ht  hundred  white 
men  and  three  hundred  Chinese  had  o()ne  up 
to  the  mines.  Durini*;  the  s])rino"  l)efore  and 
up  to  tlie  time  of  our  arrival,  squaws  were 
still  numerous,  hut  about  tln-ee  hundred  of  them 
had  followed  the  miners.  Those  remainini:; 
"  loafed  "  around  the  stores,  the  younger  chew- 
ins;  <rum  in  seminary  style,  the  elders  smoking 
black  pipes. 

There  are  a  number  of  stores  here  and  con- 
siderable   trade    is    done  with  Indians  in  furs. 
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AVIiiskcv  is  a  coiitralKiiid  .'irticlo,  though  plenty 
of  liciuor  ill  !)()n(l  is  liiiidrd  tVom  Victoria  and 
transt'erred  to  river  stcanuii's  or  canoes  for  tlu^ 
mines.  Indians  are  .said  to  do  a  eonsiderai)!© 
ainoinit  of  work  in  and  al)()ut  tlie  mines,  pack- 
ing iioods  aronnd  [)ortan'es,  etc. 

^Vranl»•el  is  also  a  famous  place  for  fish  of 
various  kinds,  but  the  most  iiiirlily  prized  of  all 
the  fishes  of  the  sea  in  tiiis  part  of  the  world  is 
the  ooliean  or  "  t-andie  tish,''  like  a  smelt,  small, 
sweet,  and  very  fat.  The  oil  oozes  from  them 
when  drying,  and  when  dried  they  may  be 
liirhted  and  ^vill  burn  like;  a  candle.  For  yeais 
Indians  have  made  ])i]i>rlma<i'es  for  hundreds  of 
MJes  from  the  interior,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing these  tish,  which  run  from  the  sea  into  fresh 
water  streams  during  a  few  we?ks  in  the  spring. 
They  are  then  raked  out  and  dried  or  preserved 
in  brine  for  future  use.  Formerly  the  ooliean 
were  taken  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  Stickeen,  but 
some  twenty  years  since  tlun*  failed  and  then 
they  could  be  obtained  only  at  Xass  river,  near 
Port  Simpson.  Recently,  however,  the  ooliean 
returned  in  countless  numbers. 

Life  at  AVrang(d,  especially  for  a  temporary 
sojourner,  has  its  drawl)aeks.  The  only  first- 
class  hotel  moves  up  to  the  mines  during  the 
summer,  and   there    is    no   other  class,  conse- 
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quently  acconunodation  is  limited  to  empty, 
cheerless  cabins,  or  the  hos})it{ility  of  friends. 

To  a  man  ^vho  has  the  use  of  his  limbs  and 
likes  to  exercise  them,  Wrangel  must  always 
appear  the  most  objectiona])le  of  places  as 
atibrdinL^  the  least  possible  scope  for  locomotion. 
To  *  walk ''  along"  the  beach  means  to  hop  from 
boulder  to  boulder,  and  a  "  ramble  "  tlirough  ^  he 
woods  takes  the  shape  of  climl)ing  up  one  side 
of  bio*  loffs  and  slidina*  or  fal'ins;  down  the 
other,  not  to  speak  of  such  little  difficuHies  as 
impenetrable  ])rambles  and  "devil's  clubs." 
The  inhabitants  of  this  locality  may,  howev- 
er, console  themselves  with  the  assurance  that 
professional  pedestrianism  will  never  reach 
them.  The  waters  of  the  J)ay  atlbrd  an  o))por- 
tumly  for  recreation  to  those  who  can  trust 
themselvc^  to  skittish  canoes,  but  there  is  not 
a  "  white "  boat  in  the  great  seaport  of  Wran- 
gel. 

The  chief  amusentent  in  which  the  visitor 
can  indulg'c,  is  to  watch  the  Indians  as  they 
lounge  along  the  store  fronts,  or  saunter  leis- 
urelv  tliivwirii  the  straa'ijbiiii'  town.  Blankets 
of  everv  imairinahlc  pattern  and  hue  form  the 
outer  garment  r;f  the  adults,  the  clothing  of 
youths  and  children  being  more  a  matter  of 
accident  than  choice,  and  now  and  then  we  meet 
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a  young  boy  who  has  not  3'et  been  the  siibjoc't 
of  !i  (lra[)oiy  accident.  The  stores  are  gen- 
erally crowded  (hiring  the  da}',  but  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  draw  any  conclusions  as  to  the  state 
of  trade  from  the  number  of  Indians  frina-iuii' 
the  coujiters.  They  have  a  way  of  looking  at 
goods  for  days  or  weeks  ahead,  talking  the 
matter  over  with  friends  or  in  family  conclave 
even  if  the  coveted  object  is  onlv  a  worsted 
scarf  or  a  hat.  To  obtain  tiie  necessary  equiv- 
ale.it  is  another  conyidei-ation,  involving  a  few 
days'  labor  at  ciu)}.})ing  or  packing,  or  a  jour- 
ney to  the  home  of  some  friend  or  creditor,  and 
when  at  hist  the  })reparations  are  conchuh^d,  the 
])urchase  is  made  furtively,  and  often  without  a 
word  beinii'  uttered  bv  salesman  or  i)urchaser. 

The  arrival  of  large  parties  of  Indians  fioin 
distant  villages  alwa3's  causes  a  stir  in  "  bus- 
iness circles."  The  traders  genci'ally  have 
in  the  .'  employ  some  hangers-on  who  are 
supposed  to  induce  Indian  .  isitors  to  sell  their 
furs  accordiiiii"  to  the  "  runner's"  rcconnncMida- 
tion,  but  these  fellows,  as  a  rule,  are  not  to  be 
relied  upon.  The  ''wild"  customers  know 
enouiiii  of  business  to  sell  onU'  to  tlu;  hii>hest 
bidder.  They  ])itch  their  <'am})  at  somo  dis- 
tance from  the  town,  and  do  not  begin  to 
"trade"   irntil    vi-ils    of    ('<'remony    have    been 
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exchanged  with  resident  Indians.  Individuals 
walk  into  town,  and,  with  one  or  two  skins 
tucked  away  under  their  'ohmket,  they  make  the 
round  of  the  stores.  One  of  these  fellows  will 
quietly  walk  up  to  the  counter  and  silently 
deposit  a  silver  fox  or  beaver  skin.  The  clerk 
picks  it  up,  shakes  it,  smells  it,  ru])s  it,  twist- 
ing it  first  one  way  and  then  another,  then 
smooths  it  down  again  on  the  counter  with  an 
air  of  cunninii;  and  shrewdness  beautiful  to  be- 
hold.  At  last  he  utters  one  or  two  w^ords  in 
"Chinook,"  or  some  Indian  dialect,  mentioning 
the  price.  The  dusky  operator  never  accepts  Ji 
first  offer,  but  silently  i)icks  up  the  skin,  con- 
ceals it  in  the  folds  of  his  blanket  and  stalks 
away.  In  the  next  store  the  performance  is 
repeated,  and  days  are  often  spent  in  this  way 
before  a  bargain  is  concluded.  It  is  safe  to 
assert  that  each  of  the  ten  store-keepers  of 
Wrangel  handles  and  appraises  every  skin 
brought  for  sale  in  this  way. 

Different  tactics  are  resorted  to,  however, 
Avhen  some  chief  arrives  with  a  lar^e  consign- 
ment  of  furs,  the  fruit  of  u  year's  hunting  and 
traj^ping  ])y  his  slaves.  The  lucky  trader  who 
gets  such  a  prospective  prize  within  his  doors, 
resorts  to  almost  an}^  device  to  detain  the  cus- 
tomer and  his  precious  furs.     Several  of  the 
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storc-kccpcrs  havo  "  private  tradinij:  rooms," 
into  ^vhich  the  "  rich  Indians  "  arc  invited  and 
there  treated  to  food,  drink  and  tohacco  —  in 
some  cases,  it  is  said,  also  to  forbidden  alcoholic 
stimulants.  The  most  tempting  array  of  dry 
ooods  is  s})read  upon  the  floor,  toacther  with 
tire-arms  and  anmumition  ;  presents  of  finery  are 
judiciously  bestowed  upori  the  feiuales  accom- 
panying the  chief;  candy  and  nuts  are  show- 
ered upon  the  juveniles  If  the  chief  has  not 
made  up  his  mind  when  evening  comes,  he  is 
loaded  with  canned  delicacies,  sweet  crackers, 
and  molasses,  and  returns  to  camp  to  feast  with 
his  ''tilicums."  IVrhaps  the  following  day  tlie 
barffliin  is  concluded  —  the  chief  receivinir  JV 
higher  price  for  his  furs  than  they  would  brin"* 
in  Victoria  or  8an  Francisco.  lUit  how  doi,-. 
the  trader  live  i)y  such  transactions?  That  is  a 
secret  of  the  AVrangel  *'  merchants  "  and  I  shall 
not  give  it  away. 

It  is  difficult  to  surmise  what  Wranirel  would 
1)0  without  the  Indians,  but  even  the  most  ardent 
admirer  of  the  red-men  would  not  dare  to 
assert  that  life  is  made  more  pleasant  by  their 
presence.  They  lumber  up  nearly  every  foot 
of  available  space,  squatting,  crouching,  or 
Ivina:  Jit  full  leniith  ;  they  carrv  with  them  an 
atmosphere  of  unpleasant  odors,  and  are  apt  to 
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plant  thoiiisolves  upon  any  seat  within  their 
r(;aeh  with  the  ^^reatest  unconcern.  Their 
ch)thes,  unless  just  from  the  store,  are  grim}'' 
enouah  to  awaken  uncomfortable  suspicions, 
and  in  addition  to  all  this  they  are  constantly 
masticatinu',  durinii"  the  sannner  months  a  kind 
of  wild  celery  with  a  very  strons^  odor.  The 
8(|ua\vs  brinii"  canoe-loads  of  it  from  the  .woods 
every  morning,  and  by  noon  the  stoops  and 
side-walks  are  heaped  with  garbage,  and  the 
un})leasant  scent  ascends  to  heaven. 

The  natives  at  Fort  Wranirel  are  all  ffood 
Indians,  "friendly  disposed  toward  the  whites." 
Our  steamer  was  boarded  bv  a  number  of  them 
while  in  the  harbor,  bearing  certificates  of  good 
character.  The  most  noted  of  them  is  a  ])lind 
old  fellow  with  ''papers"  from  all  the  officials 
who  have  been  in  the  countr}'',  and  with  one 
from  the  captain  of  a  r)ritish  man-of-war  dating 
back  to  1<S53.  The  old  fellow  who  is  called 
l*aul  ffones,  came  on  board,  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing a  berth  as  interpreter  for  a  gun))oat.  The 
Indians  here  have  a  hiah  reii'ard  for  ii'unboats, 
which  they  believe  fully  competent  to  rule  both 
land  and  watei-.  I'aul  Jones  averred  that  he 
had  been  blind  for  twenty-six  years  and  that 
his  blindness  was  due  to  sickness  and  thereby 
hangs  a  tale.     It  is  said  that  previous  to   his 
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blindness  Paul  Jones  was  a  pilot  on  this  coast, 
in  which  profession  ho  achieved  some  extraoi'di- 
nary  successes  in  a  certain  way.  lie  succeeded 
in  wreckini^  two  trading  schooners  by  deliber- 
ately running  them  upon  rocks  for  purposes  of 
})lunder.  He  made  one  n*  re  atten)i)t  in  that 
direction,  which  was  his  lasv. 

As  the  story  goes,  Paul  Jones  was  engaged 
about  twenty-six  years  ago,  as  pilot  for  a  mer- 
chant vessel,  commanded  by  a  ca[)tain  whose 
schooner  had  been  once  wrecked  by  this  same 
good  Indian.  Approaching  the  locality  of  his 
former  disaster,  the  captain  saw,  or  thought  he 
saw,  the  pilot  attempting  to  run  his  vessel  upon 
the  rocks,  which  he  knew  too  well.  Seeing  this 
the  captain  seized  the  Indian  and  at  first  pro- 
posed to  kill  him,  but  changed  the  decree  to 
))liii(lness,  and,  in  pursuance  of  that  determina- 
tion destroyed  the  pilot's  sight.  He  said  Paul 
Jones  should  wreck  no  more  vessels,  and  it  may 
be  assumed  as  correct  that  since  the  loss  of  his 
e^'es  he  has  retired  from  piloting,  and  now  seeks 
to  act  as  inttr[)reter.  One  of  iiis  papers,  how- 
ever, intimated  that  an  alleged  characteristic  of 
the  interpreter  was  a  weakness  for  withholding 
from  an  Indian  whom  he  might  not  particularly 
admire  any  expressions  of  approbation  which  the 
principal  might  be  desirous  of  conveying.    This  . 
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is  a  danii:cr()us  fhiliui^  in  iiii  Iiulinn  interpreter, 
for  flattery  is  a  powerlul  engine  in  dealing  with 
the  simple  savage. 

Another  good  Indian  here  had  a  most  toueh- 
ing  tribute  from  General  ().  ().  Howard,  who 
hoi)ed  his  pi'otege  would  do  all  in  his  power  to 
prevent  the  circulation  of  whiskey  among  his 
))eoi)le.  It  closed  with  an  c'lcxjuent  assurance 
that  God  loves  those  \vho  dwell  in  peace  to- 
gether. This  lovable  ^'outh  made  use  of  his 
paper  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  donations  of 
tobacco  and  hard  tack. 

The  "medicine  man"  of  this  coast  is  an 
awfully  ni3'sterious  [)ersonage.  His  first  steps 
in  the  art  of  healinii",  accordin<>*  to  the  traditions 
of  his  tribe,  are  taken  at  an  extreinelv  early 
day  in  his  career.  Should  a  child  be  born  with 
curly  hair,  strabismical  eye,  or  a  club  foot,  he 
is  accepted  as  a  healer  of  the  generation,  and 
all  his  earlv  traininix  is  conducted  Avith  a  view 
to  increasing  his  supernatural  powers  and  con- 
trol over  the  s[)irits  of  the  air.  His  food  is 
carefully  selected,  and  many  articles  of  every- 
day use  among  the  comnion  herd  are  excluded 
from  his  bill  of  fare,  lie  is  })ut  in  training  for 
a  doctor  from  his  infancy,  and  great  things  are 
expected  of  him  when  iully  developed  and  en- 
dowed with  his  degree. 
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The  "doctor"  seldom  wushes  his  person,  and 
never  cuts  his  hair,  which  latter  i>:ro\vs  lon<>*  and 
hiishy  in  masses,  knotted  from  lack  of  combing 
and  entaniiled  with  hiirrs  and  <>eneral  rnhhlsh, 
such  as  floats  around  an  Indian  encam[)ment. 
He  adorns  his  scanty  raiment  with  eaude's  down, 
and  altoii'ether  i)resents  a  weird,  not  to  say 
untidy,  a})pearance. 

In  cases  of  serious  illness  amonij:  members  of 
a  Plain's  tribe,  the  Medicine  ^fan  will  a(hninis- 
ter  si)arini>ly  some  pulveriz(>d  herbs  and  teas  in 
considerable  drauiihts,  but  the  "Siwash"  doctor 
of  the  northwest  coast  scorns  all  su)>lunary  aids, 
whether  of  powders  or  decoctions.  AVhen  a 
llyda  or  Stickeen  Indian  is  very  sick  the 
Siwash  doctor  proceeds  slowly  at  first  to  airi- 
tatc  his  attendant  spirit,  which  is  called  a 
"lake,"  and  by  extraordinary  contortions  and 
iivnmastic  exercises  succeeds,  in  the  course  of 
half  an  hour,  hi  working*  himself  up  to  a  perfect 
l)!ir()xvsm  of  clairvoN'ancv,  throwing  off  his  irar- 
ments  as  he  })r()gresses,  till  finally  he  stands 
arrayed  in  an  al)breviated  skirt  about  his  loins, 
but  is  clothed  chiefly  in  foam  and  })ers])iration. 
Then  he  is  ready  for  business. 

\\\)  now  makes  "[)asses,"  as  the  gentlemen  of 
the  '*P.  \\."  call  them,  toward  tin;  body  of  the 
patient,  inhaling  his  breath  noisily  through  his 
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teetli,  i)r()(lu('in!^  sonic  such  sound  us  is  heard 
in  dcntul  shops  when  lauahini»'  «^as  is  adminis- 
tered, llavinjj^  sucked  the  disease  out  of  the 
form  of  tlie  sick  man,  the  doctor  proceeds  to 
the  centre  of  the  house  and  ])h)ws  it  up  through 
the  oi)enin<>-  wliere  smoke  from  the  tire  linds  its 
exit.  Of  course  tlie  patient  is  now  in  a  fair 
way  to  recovery.  l>ut  in  case  ot  the  patient 
not  evincini*:  any  siirns  of  improvement,  the 
doctor  finds  tliat  the  "  conditions  are^  not  favor- 
ahle,"  owinii"  to  the  influence  of  some  witch  who 
has  evoked  an  evil  spirit  to  o})erate  against  the 
recovery.  Jn  such  a  case  it  becomes  the  doc- 
tor's first  (Uity  to  point  out  the  Avitch,  who  is 
stripped,  ])ound,  and  subjected  to  a  Puritanical 
course  of  disci[)line,  witii  a  view  to  forcing  a 
confession.  The  rack,  the  scourge,  and  starva- 
tion generally  have  the  desired  effect,  and  the 
witch  acknowledijes  anvthini*;  that  the  doctor 
demands.  This  is  always  <2:ratifvini»",  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  greatest  trium})hs  of  the 
healini*:  art ;  but  should  the  confession  be  made 
too  late  to  effect  the  desired  cure,  the  witch  may 
be  killed,  and  often  is  sacrificed  on  ireneral 
princijiles.  Kven  though  the  })atient  dies 
under  these  circumstances  it  is  still  a  trium})h 
for  the  doctor,  as  killino"  the  witch  is  as  «:ood 
proof  of  witchcraft  in  that  portion  of  Alaska 
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to-day  as  it  was  in  Ntnv  Kiiglaiul  two  hundred 
years  ago. 

The  missionaries  are  lal)orinij;-  lo  al)olish  the 
"Siwash"  school  of  i)ractiee,  but,  unfortunately, 
as  they  are  themselves  ignorant  of  allopathy, 
hom(eo})atliy  or  hydropathy,  perhaps,  they  have 
nothing  to  oU'er  in  its  place.  There  is  an  occa- 
sional M.  1).  at  AVraniicl,  travellinii'  to  the 
"diirjrinii's  "  in  sunnner,  and  cominir  down  with 
the  honest  miners  in  the  autunm,  but  thev  have 
little  sympathy  for  sick  Indians,  upon  ^vhoni 
they  lay  u  tax  so  heavy,  when  called  in,  that 
their  chara'es  come  to  be  reirarded  as  the  extor- 
tions  of  impostors.  I  heard  of  a  doctor  from 
the  mines  charging  an  Indian  five  dollars  for  a 
small  box  of  simi)le  salve,  to  be  a})plicd  to  a 
sore  heel,  and  that  style  of  healing  is  the  fly  in 
the  ointment,  that  operates  seriously  against  the 
success  of  the  missionary  who  i)reaches  against 
the  athletic  antics  of  the  "Siwashes,"  who  pro- 
fess to  cast  out  unclean  spirits  and  cure  Indian 
flesh  of  obstinate  ailments. 

If  it  suofirests  anythinof  it  is  that  vounir  men 
who  are  educated  as  missionaries  should  receive 
regular  instruction  in  medicine  and  surgery, 
which  may  be  as  necessary  to  success  among 
savages  as  heavy  readings  in  theology. 

Miners  come  down  the  Stickeen  in  the  fall 
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jind  niiiko  the  town  lively  by  incrcnsing"  business 
gencnilly.  Tlicy  piitronizo  tli(3  (Ijince-houscs 
jind  .swinu-  corners  Avitli  the  dusky  niiiidens  of 
the  Ibrest  miuI  island,  but  the  di,s.si})}ilion  in 
these  i)i'iiniti\(;  hidls  of  Terjisichore  consists 
mainly  of  indulgence  in  apples  and  ciiiars,  to 
which  cotiUon  i)artners  ju'c  treated.  At  the 
time  of  niv  visit  no  beer  was  sold  here,  but  it 
has  since  been  introduced. 

A\'hen  1h(!  miners  are  in  funds  they  gamble 
jUso,  but  members  of  Coniii-ess  arc  popularly 
credited  with  similar  rccreati(m  as  a  relief  to 
"overtaxed  l)rains."  Gambb'ng  as  a  pastime 
or  profession  has  never  yet  been  eradicated  by 
law,  tliough  often  prohibited  with  severe  penal- 
ties for  infraction.  AVlien  the  miners  have 
money  they  pay  for  their  dancing,  and  when 
the}'  have  not,  toward  spring,  they  are  only 
taxed  for  the  lights.  Failing  to  get  pay  for  the 
illumination,  the  dancino- master  takes  his  fiddle 
under  his  arm,  clears  the  house,  walks  out,  locks 
the  door,  goes  to  the  mines,  and  AVrangel  society 
suffers  a  collap/se.  1'here  would  appear  to  be 
nothing  of  a  serious  nature  about  that. 

It  is  true  a  man  was  killed  here  during 
the  winter  of  LS78-9,  but  the  shooter  Avas  tried 
bv  M  ill IV  of  twelve  men  selected  by  himself. 
The  court  was  presided  over  by  three  judges  of 
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tMiiuil  jurisdiction,  respon.sihie  Imsinoss  inon  of 
the  place,  and  liie  inurdcMVi*  was  r(\i»;uljirly 
liuiiirt^d  on  ;i  reuulMi'lv  constructod  scatrold. 
lie  had,  or  niiiihl  have  had,  the  benetit  of 
clergy,  and  I  l)elieve  some  of  the  ladies  sent 
him  l)ou(iiiets  and  sweetmeats  while  he  was 
awaiting  execution,  which  is  all  that  could  have 
been  done  for  him  in  JJoston  or  Philadelphia. 

There  was  no  other  disturl)ancc  of  a  serious 
character  at  Wrani>(d,  except  a  slii>lit  row  he- 
tween  the  resident  Indians  and  some  of  the 
visiting  tribes,  but  the  Indians  can  and  always 
will  settle  their  own  all'airs,  if  <>iven  a  chance. 
They  settled  that,  and  though  the  Hydas 
^bought  they  ought  to  have  a  gunboat  to  blow 
the  Stickeens  into  smithereens,  thev  ""ot  along 
without  it  and  nobody  was  killed. 

On  the  whole  it  a})pears  that  the  pco])le  at 
Wranirel  were  able  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
and  as  they  had  no  taxes  to  i)ay  they  thought 
thev  could  ji'et  alono-  without  a  (iovernment 
im})orted  from  the  East.  They  have  no  cor})o- 
rate  system  of  water  works,  nor  any  t)aved 
streets ;  neither  have  thev  a  bonded  debt. 
There  may  be  plenty  of  work  here  for  niis- 
si(marics,  but  there  is  no  lack  of  missionaries 
willino;  to  do  it.  There  is  room  for  moral 
improvement  possible,  but  such  a  condition  of 
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afl'iiirs  is  not  conliiicd  exclusively  to  Wrangcl 
l.sliiiid. 

If  liie  people  of  ^^'l•imlrel  were  sufferin<;  for 
ofovermnent  at  llie  iIiik;  of  our  visit,  thev  did  not 
seem  to  be  aware  of  it.  'Hie  permanent  white 
l)()puiation  of  this  i)lace  was  seventy-tivc  per- 
sons. Indians,  and  transitory  miners,  and 
Chinese  far  outnunil)er  them  l)ut  do  not  eount 
us  poi)ulation. 
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n^IIK  sil nation  at  Sitka  was  not  greatly  clitTer- 
-■-  cnt  tVoni  tiiat  at  Wran<>(!l  us  to  character 
of  country  and  people,  hut  there  were  fewer 
})eople  at  Sitka.  It  is  less  than  a  day's  run 
for  the  steamer  from  the  one  place  to  the 
other,  la  2:ood  old  Russian  times  Sitka  was 
the  capital  of  Alaska.  It  wjis  occupied  by  a 
irarrison  v)f  some  three  hundred  men  who  were 
well  ])rovide(l  with  such  munitions  of  war  as 
were  then  regarded  the  most  approved  machines 
for  murder.  In  those  halcyon  days,  say  before 
the  ^lexican  war,  Sitka  was  a  real  metropolis 
and  the  most  important  maritime  town  on  the 
western  coast  of  America  north  of  Mexico. 
Tile  "  castle "  which  was  once  the  residence  of 
the  Governor-(Jeneral  still  stands  high  ui)on  a 
niouiul  overlookiuiT  the  settlement  and  the  beau- 
tiful  l)ay.  But  the  garrison  is  gone  ;  the  ship- 
building has  ceased ;  the  martial  music  is  silent ; 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  houses  are 
vacant;  the  Stockade  has  been  contemptuously 
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carried  uwny  l)y  Indians  for  luel,  and  the  place 
had  altoii'ctlioL'  ii  <lc.scried  and  discouraiiino 
aspect.  Still  Die  lew  whites  here  Ijd.k  of  I'.iines 
and  iireat  things  in  future  for  Sitka.  It  must 
be  mines,  if  anytiiing,  tiiat  will  create  a  future 
for  this  reminiscence  of  a  settlement.  At  the 
time  of  our  visit  tlu^re  were  about  seventy-live 
whites,  men,  women,  and  children,  of  all  nation- 
alities here.  Outside  the  line  of  the  old  Stock- 
ade there  were  about  a  thousand  Indians.  In 
the  harl)or  was  a  sloop-of-war  to  keep  the  })eace. 

Sitka  is  situated  upon  a  swampy  island  hav- 
ing tho  sunless,  very  wet  climate  common  to 
this  cojist  above  California  and  much  worse 
in  Alaska  than  in  Oregon  and  AV^ashington 
Territory',  where  the  climate  does  admit  of 
some  farminiic-  But  no  niiin  should  come  to 
Sitka  to  look  for  fainiing  lands  or  climate. 
And  on  all  this  coast  there  is  not  a  more 
cheerless  looking  place  tl;an  Sitka. 

When  Dr.  LeMoyne  celebrated  the  comple- 
tion of  his  crematory  by  the  incineration  of 
the  remains  v)f  the  eccentric  i5aron  A^on  Pain*, 
the  whole  count  i-y  was  in  a  .itate  of  ])erspirati()n 
for  days  over  ^he  event,  and  re[)resentati\  s  of 
the  press  from  P!iila(lcl[)hia  and  Now  Yurlv 
WQve  sent  out  to  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to 
report  Uio    Vvonderful    ceremony.     Here    it   is 
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(liferent.  Civniiition  is  as  coiniuon  as  death 
itself  ainojiij:  the  Iiuliiins. 

We  were  hardly  at  anchor  in  the  har])or  at 
Sitka  before  '.ve  were  informed  that  a  bodv^  was 
to  l)e  hnrbceued,  and  imniediatelv  after  1)rcak- 
fast  I  went  ashore  to  see  soinethinir  of  the  cere- 
mony. The  funerMl  pyre  consisted  of  a  crib  of 
dried  l()2;s,  each  about  six  inches  in  diameter 
and  six  feet  in  lenuth,  arran2:ed  four  Jit  the 
ends  and  three  upon  each  side,  supported  by 
green  stakes. 

The  arranirements  Avcre  very  simple.  The 
body  of  ;i  squaw,  who  had  died  on  Sunday 
(this  was  oil  \\'c(biesday),  was  hoisted  out  of 
the  smoke-hoUi  in  the  center  of  the  house. 
Dead  ])odies  are  never  permitted  to  "o  out 
t'u'()Ui»h  the  doorway,  amonir  these  Indians.  If 
i  i»ey  were  taken  out  that  way,  the  s})irits  would 
he  almost  certsiin  to  return  to  plague  their  sur- 
viving rehitives.  The  Ixxly  in  question  was 
w  rapi)ed  in  a  conmion  bark  mat,  such  as  these 
Indians  make,  and  laid  in  the  cril),  the  top 
heing  covered  with  logs  laid  crosswise.  The 
fire  v.as  then  started  and  the  mourners,  who  con- 
sisted of  iemale  lelatives,  sat  around  upon  the 
Uiound  to  the  windward  and  slii»htly  to  the 
right  of  the  burning  i)il(\  'I'heir  hair  had  been 
cut  short,  their  faces  were  all  blackened,  and  us 
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the  tears  from  their  weeping  e^^es  cut  channels 
through  the  lanipbhick,  the  eftct.'t  was  exceed- 
ingly touching.  The  s()ua\vs.  who  numbered 
fifteen  or  twent}',  sobbed,  snitHed,  and  whined 
with  every  evidence  of  genuine  grief.  To  the 
left  of  the  women  a  mmiber  of  male  relatives  of 
the  deceased  put  in  the  time  chanting  contin- 
uall}'  and  keeping  time  with  staves  about  five 
feet  long,  with  which  they  rapped  pieces  of 
boards.  The  men  stood  erect  all  this  time  and 
were  led  in  the  chant  bv  an  old  man  wh(>  held  a 
crow  totem  in  one  hand.  Avhich  being  shaken, 
produced  a  rattling  noise,  by  pebbles  within 
the  hollow  instrument. 

The  ceremony  continued  for  about  three 
hours  and  a  half,  when  the  remains  were  con- 
sumed, w'h  tiic  v..^ce>"Lion  of  some  of  the 
larger  leg  and  arm  bones  and  a  portion  of  the 
skull.  As  soon  as  tlie  residuum  was  cool  enough 
to  be  taken  up,  the  mass,  along  with  some  of 
the  wood  ashes,  was  placed  in  a  box,  which  was 
deposited  in  a  sort  of  small  hen-coop  on  stakes, 
scores  of  which  dot  the  hill  behind  the  villaii'e. 

After  the  cremation  the  tired  Indians  turned 
in  and  slept  during  the  afternoon,  and  at  night 
had  their  customary  dance  in  honor  of  the  suc- 
cessful   issue   of  the  enterprise. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


KADIAK. 


OO  far  as  mere  extent  of  territory  is  con- 
^^  cerned  it  must  be  admitted  that  in  the 
purchase  of  Alaska  we  got  enouii'h  land,  or 
water  and  rocks,  for  the  money.  Our  property 
in  this  region  commences  at  Cape  Fox  as  the 
southeastern  extremity,  al)out  50°  -ii'  north 
latitude  and  130°  west  from  Greenwich.  From 
this  point  a  strip  often  marine  leagues  ii  vidth 
along  the  coast  extends  northward  to  Mount 
St.  !^]lias,  and  thence  due  north  to  the  Arctic 
Ocean.  Along  the  coast  of  the  soulheastern 
portion  a  nun'.her  of  islands  form  many  inland 
passages  similar  to  those  on  the  coast  of  liritish 
Columbia.  The  southern  i)orti()n  of  Alaska 
is  split  about  the  sixtieth  i)aralk'l,  leaving  the 
mainland  to  continue  southward  to  the  line  of 
liritish  Columbia,  while  to  the  westward  ex- 
tends the  peninsula,  which  terminates  in  lon- 
gitude 1G0°  20'  west.  Then  connnences  the 
Aleutian  Archipelago,  forming  a  chain  of  islands 
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with  njuTow  passages  between,  bending  around 
to  the  southward  and  westward,  reaching  to 
Attou,  187°  40'  west,  oi  172°  20'  east  from 
Greenwich.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  our  most 
westerly  Ahiskan  settlement  is  in  the  eastern 
heniisi)here  —  nearer  to  London  by  a  western 
than  bv  an  eastern  course. 

From  Cape  Fox  —  tiie  southeastern  extremity 
of  Alaska  —  to  Attou,  is  thirty-live  and  one-half 
degrees,  or  about  nineteen  hundred  miles.  A 
line  drawn  from  Attou  through  the  middle  of 
Behring  Straits  will  pass  between  the  Diomed 
Islands  at  a  distance  of  about  one  thousand  miles 
from  Attou.  From  there  we  may  claim  north- 
w[U"d  till  sto[)})ed  by  polar  ice.  This  is  an 
extensive  territory,  taking  in  the  water,  but 
even  of  land  there  are  live  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  thousand  square  miles ;  and  if  the  land, 
Avhicli  is  mostly  set  up  on  end,  so  far  as  it  is 
known,  were  flattened  down,  there  would  be  a 
great  deal  more.  J3ut  probably  there  is  enough 
of  it  now,  such  as  it  is. 

The  mountains  of  Kadiak  rise  into  view  at 
tit't}'  miles  distance  from  the  harbor,  presenting 
an  exceedingly  rugged  and.jiicturesque  appear- 
ance. The  forei>()und  is  barren  and  cold  look- 
ing,  with  sharp  ridges  and  peaks  of  snow  in  the 
rear.     As    we    approach,    forests    of    scraggy 
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spruce  become  visible,  and  we  are  toUl  to  take 
a  good  look  at  them,  l)eeaii.se  we  will  see  no 
timber  to  the  west  and  north.  Kadiak  is  an 
island  a  hundred  miles  or  more  in  len<»tli  and 
averagins-,  perhaps,  forty  miles  in  width,  being 
separated  from  the  mainland  by  the  Straits  of 
Shelikoo.  Kadiak  and  adjacent  islands  contain 
a  population  of  upwards  of  two  thousand  souls, 
many  of  them  bein<>'  Russians  and  of  mixed  blot)d. 
The  great  majority  of  the  peo}>le,  however,  are 
Innuits,  who  live  principally  on  tish,  whicl  is 
here  the  staple  article  of  food,  as  bread  is  in 
some  comuumities.  The  settlement  of  Kadiak  — 
or  St.  Paul's,  as  it  is  put  down  on  some  of 
the  charts  —  contains  a  church  (Ivusso-Cireek), 
the  stores  of  two  trading  companies,  a  custoui- 
house,  the  remains  of  a  United  States  garrison, 
and  quite  a  village  of  houses  in  which  the  na- 
tives reside. 

The  Russians  made  an  attempt  to  have  their 
iieadquarters  at  Kadiak,  being  a  central  point, 
and  in  many  respects  quite  advantageous  :  l)ut  a 
better  harbor  was  found  at  Sitka,  five  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  to  the  eastward.  At  i)resent 
Kadiak  derives  its  chief  inijiortance  from  the 
fm*-traders'  stations  here,  forming  the  licad- 
quarters  of  a  considerable  traflic  up  Cook's 
Inlet.     Another  industry,  formerly  of  import- 
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juicc  here,  was  the  cuttino:  and  storins:  of  ice  for 
the  use  of  San  Francisco,  which  trade  has  been 
sus})cnded  l)y  the  manufacture  of  artificial  ice 
in  the  California  nictroi)olis.  The  American- 
Kussian  Ice  Conii)any  still  puts  up  a  large 
sup})ly  of  ice  every  year,  permitting  it  to  melt 
awav  at  the  close  of  tlie  season,  so  as  to  fur- 
nish  work  for  the  natives  during  tlie  winter 
months.  It  is  understood  that  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Artificial  Ice  Company  have  some  benevo- 
lent arrangement  with  tlie  Kadiak  concern  by 
Avhich  the  market  is  not  disturbed ;  Init,  in  the 
event  of  any  trouble  "with  the  San  Francisco 
Company,  Kadiak  ice  could  be  sent  down  from 
here. 

Kadiak  is  considered  a  specially  favored  spot 
in  Alaska  because  it  produces  timl)er  and  a  good 
(piality  of  grass.  More  cattle  are  found  here 
than  in  any  other  })()rti()n  of  Alaska,  though 
hay  nnist  be  i)rovided  for  their  support  during 
four  months  of  the  vear.  Native  ])otatoes  also 
thrlv^  here,  and  these,  with  fish,  which  are  re- 
marka])ly  abundant,  and  the  fur  trade,  make  it 
one  of  the  most  important  settlements  in  the 
Territory.  As  an  agricultural  and  pastural 
country  Kadiak  has  no  equal  along  the  coast 
of  Alaska.  There  mav  be  fiftv  head  of  cattle 
on  the   island,  and  as  many  more   on  Woody 


KADIAK. 


69 


Island,  across  the  harbor,  where  the  ice  com- 
pany has  its  head  quarters.  Here  is  found  the 
agent  who  liires  the  people  to  cut  ice,  to  run 
his  saw-mill,  to  build  his  boats,  and  to  care 
for  his  horses.  He  buys  their  furs,  furnishes 
them  with  such  store  goods  as  they  need,  ad- 
ministers medicines  when  they  are  sick,  and 
has  a  general  supervision  of  the  colony  except 
in  the  matter  of  religion,  which  he  leaves  them 
to  enjoy  according  to  their  education.  For  him- 
self he  enjoys  life.  He  sails,  he  hunts,  he  rides, 
walks,  and  takes  all  sorts  of  athletic  exercises, 
and  has  sport  of  nW  kinds  that  can  l)e  had  in  a 
country  like  this,  prolific  in  game  and  free  from 
political  and  other  restrictions.  His  house  is 
well  furnished,  his  table  luxuriously  supplied,  he 
has  no  taxes  to  pay,  no  elections  to  troul)le  him 
or  his  people,  no  police,  nor  any  use  for  them. 

One  of  the  institutions  of  Kadiak  is  the 
"galanka."  This  is  an  upright  furnace  made  of 
brick,  the  best  and  most  economical  heater  that 
has  ever  been  tried,  so  the  people  say  out  this 
Avay,  and  they  all  agree  on  this  point.  It  is  a 
series  of  connecting  Hues  which  retain  the  heat 
for  twenty-four  hours  after  the  sm.'U  amount  of 
wood  used  has  been  consumed.  Out  in  this 
country  there  is  nothing  to  compare  with  the 
galanka  as  a  house-warmer, 
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The  commcirinl  imporluncc  of  Kadiak  at 
present  consists  of  its  fur  trade  drawn  from  the 
surrounding  country,  i)riiK'i[)ally  from  Cook's 
Inlet.  This  will  i)rol)al)ly  diminish,  but  there 
seem  to  be  other  resources  here  which,  in  the 
course  of  time,  may  develop  into  somethino-  of 
value.  The  waters  hereabouts  are  plentifully 
supplied  with  fish, — cod,  salmon,  and  herring 
being  caught  in  {iny  quantity  required.  There  is 
a  cannery  at  Karlook  where  excellent  salmon 
are  preserved.  There  is  considerable  spruce 
timber  suitable  for  the  construction  of  small 
vessels,  and  the  natives  are  apt  at  mechanical 
employments,  labor  being  cheap,  so  that  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  why  fishing  could  not  be 
made  an  important  industry  at  Kadiak.  The 
agricultural  resources  of  the  island  are  consid- 
ered superior  —  for  Alaska,  but  they  nmst  be 
rated  exceedinijlv  limited  in  fact.  Here,  as 
about  Wranirel  and  Sitka,  there  are  morasses 
on  the  tops  of  the  hills.  Snow  lingers  on  the 
mountains  all  sunnner,  melting  just  fast  enough 
to  keep  the  whole  island  saturated  with  ice  water, 
and  ice  water  is  not  generally  considered  a  valu- 
able adjunct  to  fancv  aardenins:,  or  even  to 
profitable  fanning.  Along  the  coast,  adjacent 
to  the  beach,  are  the  driest  and  warmest  sjiots 
of  soil.  In  these  places  small  native  potatoes  and 
other  hardv  ve<»:etables  will  ffrow.     The  native 
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potjitoes  arc  vciy  good,  l)ut  exceedingly  small. 
They  bear  about  the  same  relation  to  the  best 
varieties  of  potatoes  that  Texas  cattle  do  to  short- 
horns. In  all  the  little  i>ardcnin<>'  to  l)e  seen  at 
Sitka  and  Kadiak,  success  depends  on  making 
narrow,  raised  l^eds  sloping  southward,  so  that 
they  may  be  kept  as  warm  and  dry  as  possible 
on  the  surface. 

Wild  cranberries  grow  plentifully  on  Kadiak, 
and,  though  they  are  of  tine  flavor,  they  are 
small  and  probably  could  not  be  shipped  with 
profit.  Furs  and  lish  are  the  most  valuable  of 
its  products  at  present.  Tiie  furs  consist  of  sea 
and  land  otter,  marten,  mink,  lynx,  wolverine, 
and  fox,  including  red,  cross,  black,  and  silver- 
gray.  jNIink  and  beaver  are  low-priced  furs, 
but  a  irreat  manv  i»:o  in  with  the  others.  One 
of  the  companies  had  just  got  in  the  spring  ship- 
ments of  furs  a  short  time  l)efore  our  arrival 
at  Kadiak,  and,  han<>in<>-  on  the  loft  of  the  ware- 
houses,  they  made  a  display  which  M'ould  be 
an  ol)ject  of  great  public  interest  if  on  exhibi- 
tion in  any  large  city  of  the  "  States."  The  va- 
riety and  richness  of  grades  and  shades  were 
bewildering.  In  addition  to  what  these  com- 
})anies  obtain,  the  Wood  Island  trader  buys  all 
of  the  best  that  are  offered  him.  Altogether  the 
three  houses  ship  perhaps  one  iuuKb'ed  thousimd 
dollars  worth  of  furs  from  Kadiak  annually. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE   SIIUMAGIN   ISLANDS. 

T"  EAVING  Kadijik  we  stcfim  westward  to 
-'--'  Unga,  one  of  the  Sliuniagiii  group  of  is- 
lands lying  south  of  the  peninsula  of  Alaska. 
Coasting  along  for  two  days,  land  is  almost  con- 
stantly within  sight  —  rough,  barren-looking 
mountains.  The  ''Kush"  lost  considerable  ^ime 
in  deep-sea  soundings  between  Kadiak  .md 
Unga,  and  in  making  observations  of  prominent 
points.  The  deei)-sea  soundings  did  not  develop 
much,  but  the  observations  resulted  in  estal)lish- 
ing  the  fact  that  the  coast-survey  charts  are 
considerably  "out"  in  the  position.^  of  many 
headlands. 

Unga  is  the  chief  of  the  Shumagin  group 
and  is  the  centre  of  considerable  cod-fishing. 
A  number  of  small  schooners  are  up  here  in- 
dependently, and  a  California  company  has  a 
station  on  Popofl'  Island,  twelve  miles  distant 
from  Delarotf,  the  harl)()r  and  settlement  of 
Unga  Island.  At  that  station,  which  is  called 
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Pimtc  (,'()vc,  tlic  lisli  arc  sjiltc*!  and  pjickcd  for 
shipment  to  San  Francisco,  wlicrc  they  arc 
dried.  A  nuni])er  of  small  vessels  trade  among 
these  islands  for  furs.  The  Icadiiii*'  variety  is 
sea  otter,  a  great  many  of  which  are  taken 
herea))outs,  thouirh  IJelkooskv,  on  the  mainland, 
is  head  centre  for  these  skin.->.  Still  I'nga  is 
much  resorted  to  for  furs,  as  tlu;  numerous 
rocks  ahout  the  islands  arc  fre(|ucnted  by  the 
otter,  ^vhich  is  very  Viduahle. 

The  sea  otter  is  said  to  he  the  slivest  of  ani- 
mals  and  most  sensitive  to  the  presence  of  man 
or  anv  —  to  them  —  unfamiliar  odoi'.  Hunters 
will  remain  for  months  on  a  rock  in  the  coldest 
and  wettest  of  winters  without  a  hre  or  any 
means  of  warming  their  food  or  sl(>eping-placcs, 
waiting  and  watching  for  their  prey.  They 
endure  the  most  severe  sulferings,  and  they 
have  their  rewards  in  skins  which  hrin^:  them 
from  thirty  to  sixt}^  dollars  each.  But  such 
privations  as  the  hunters  undergo  shorten  their 
lives,  and  what  nn'ght  be  needed  to  complete 
tirst-class  cases  of  consumption  is  found  in  the 
"harabaras," — sod  huts  in  which  th(\v  live,  half 
underirround,  almost  entirelv  in  the  dark,  and 
quite  M'ithout  ventilation.  Consum})ti<)n  is  the 
irreat  ai>:ent  of  death  amonii;  the  Aleuts,  as 
among  the  Alaskan  Indians,  while  rheumatism 
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is  the  Mciitc  (liscuso  that  nicks  their  bodies  with 
shiiri)  Daiiis  tiirouiih  life. 

The  Siimnagin  J.slaiuls,  like  other  points 
visited  hy  tiie  "Kush"  in  Alaska,  possess  the 
undesirahlo  i)et'uliaiity  of  beinir  scant  in  soil  in 
moderately  dry  spots,  while  the  tops  of  hills  are 
swamps,  cold  and  nnfathomahle.  \Vhat  at  a 
short  dislanc(;  looks  like  an  attractive  raime  of 
rolling  hills  proves  on  close  inspection  to  be 
only  a  morass  in  which  a  sheep  would  be  lost 
unless  provided  with  a  cork  jacket.  AVhy 
white  men  should  Iciive  the  United  States  and 
settle  down  in  such  an  inhospital)le  reiiion  as 
this  is  almost  incom})rehensil)le,  except  on  the 
theory  that  they  have  had  a  rough  experience 
in  their  i)ast  lives,  or  have  retired  for  some 
good  reason  from  localities  which  once  knew 
them,  but  which  know  them  no  more. 

Yet  hero  are  half  a  dozen  of  them,  and  until 
recently  they  labored  under  disadvantages  which 
the  natives  were  not  obliged  to  encounter,  for  all, 
except  natives,  were  forl)idden  to  hunt.  This 
order  was  issued  with  a  view  of  preventing  out- 
siders from  crowding  in  here  to  destroy  the  sea 
otter,  and  thus  leave  the  natives  without  means 
of  earning  a  livelihood.  The  rule  has  recently 
l)een  modified  by  the  Secretar}'  of  the  Tresisury, 
who  sent  out  circulars  announcins:  that  white 
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iiKMi  iniirri('(l  to  n;i(ive  wornon  would  ho  con- 
sidered natives  in  reiTMi'd  to  privih'^^cs  of  liunt- 
inir,  \viii<'li  is  consolini^  to  the  men,  who  jjfet 
liieii'  eilizensliip  in  this  nismner,  tiiough  they 
.'dwjiys  hunted. 

Steei'inii*  around  anH)ni«-  tlic  Shuniaiiins  i)V 
tortuous  courses,  and  avoidiiii*' the  jairiicd  rocks, 
which  stand  in  skirmish  Hue  deployed  from 
the  snow-covered  mountains,  we  come  to  liel- 
koosky,  an  Aleutian  settlement  ui)on  a  point  of 
the  peninsula,  and  almost,  if  not  (juite,  the  head 
centre  of  the  sea-otter  hunting.  Sea  otters  are 
found  among  the  rocks,  and  rocks  s<  ick  out  of 
the  water  here  in  ever}'  direction,  lielkoosky 
is  exposed  to  southeast  gales,  but  the  settle- 
ment was  not  established  as  a  pleasure  resort. 
If  it  had  been,  it  might  have  been  placed  on  an 
arm  of  lielkoosky  Bay,  which  is  as  smooth  as 
a  mill-dam.  lUit  lielkooskv  liaA'  in  that  ])art 
freezes  over,  and  the  ice  would  i)revent  "  bidar- 
kies''  putting  out  with  the  seal  hunters,  Avhile 
from  the  present  exposed  position  of  the  place 
the  sea  is  open  to  the  hunters  at  all  times. 
^^'hen  people  live  by  the  sea  this  is  an  advan- 
ta2:e. 

The  Belkoosky  settlement  consists  mainly  of 
Aleuts,  all  members  of  the  Greek  church.  They 
live  much  as  the  people  do  at  llnga,  ])aying  no 
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attention  to  jigricullun^,  for  wliicli  tlieir  country 
is  but  poorly  ;>  'jipted,  aiui  lookinii"  to  the  sea 
for  the  necessarie:^  of  lifo.  Thev  live  in  liar- 
niony  —  ]>.'n'i'in<.»'  t'liniil}'  s(junl)hles -—, and  they 
do  not  ask  tor  nntionnl  interlerence.  All  th(;y 
seem  to  want  is  to  be  let  alon^\  Onalask'i, 
Atka,  Attou,  —  all  of  the  Alcntian  settle- 
ments,—  are  siniilnrlv  situated  in  regard  to 
government  and  i)()lities.  They  have  none, 
and  they  do  not  seem  to  want  any. 


CHAPTER  IX. 
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ONALASKA  S    SHORE. 


/'"\XALASKA  is  the  chief  settlement  of  the 
"-^  Ak'iiiijui  Archi|)ehii2:o.  Vessels  from  here 
cruise  iimoiig  the  isluiids  to  eastward  tind  west- 
ward, bringing  in  the  sea-otter,  fox,  and  other 
furs.  At  the  time  of  our  arrival  one  warehouse 
contained  one  thousand  two  hundred  sea-otter 
skins,  worth  here  at  that  time  about  forty  dol- 
lars each.  Before  these  were  shipped  the  num- 
ber swelled  to  three  thousand,  worth  in  London 
some  two  hundred  and  twenty-tive  thousand  dol- 
lars. Tliis  will  represent,  [)crhaps,  tuo-thir<lsof 
all  the  sea-otter  skins  furnished  to  the  world 
annually;  for  comi)aratively  few  go  from  any 
other  quarter.  The  sea  otter  has  a  tin(>,  close 
fur,  ))ut  it  is  used  principally  for  trinnning, 
being  too  heavy  and  too  expensive  for  full  gar- 
ments. The  fur-seal  is  much  more  desij'able 
for  cloaks  and  not  so  costly.  In  addition  to  sea 
otter,  black,  silver-gray,  cross,  and  red  foxes,  and 
other  land  furs,  mainly  from  Bristol  Bay,  centre 
here  for  shipment  to  San  Francisco,  and  wIkiu 
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luuiiifino:  in  the  wjirchouses  make  a  "^rand  (lis- 
\)\iiy.  Two  fur  eoiiipaiiics  had  head  quarters 
here  lor  operations  east,  west,  and  nortliward. 

Like  all  other  Aleut  settlements  of  any  eon- 
se(juence,  Onalask;i  has  a  Russian  ehureh  ;  but 
here  the  priest.  Father  Shiesnekoo,  enjoys  a 
degree  of  eonlidenee,  respeet,  and  influence  not 
possessed  by  all  of  the  gown  in  Aleutia.  Some 
of  the  priests  in  Alaska  are  not  much  thought 
of.  It  was  reported  that  a  num1)er  of  them, 
aloni*'  with  some  from  San  Francisco,  Avere  to  l)e 
sent  to  Siberia,  and,  though  there  may  have  been 
grounds  for  the  sup})()sition  that  they  ought  to 
go,  none  went.  It  may  not  be  generally  known 
that  the  Ivussian  government  pays  the  salaries 
of  the  Greek  j>riests  in  America,  —  over  one 
hundi'cd  thousand  rubles  per  annum  being  sent 
by  the  C'/axy  to  the  San  Francisco  Consistory. 

The  Aleuts  are  all  meinl)crs  of  the  Greek 
faith.  'I'he  forms  and  ceremonies  of  this 
church  are  l)etter  suited  to  their  simple  minds 
than  those  of  any  other  Christian  denomination. 
It  is  full  of  mysteries,  and  that  is  what  they 
want  to  make  religion  palatable.  They  would 
not  respect  a  doctrine  that  they  could  under- 
stand. Until  thev  shall  have  beei'.  further 
advanced  intellectually,  nothing  but  the  incom- 
})rehensibl(^  will  satisfy  their  spiritual  longings. 
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The  meml)crs  of  the  Kiissiaii  chiiivh  do  not 
sit  within  their  houses  of  worsiiip.  The  ves- 
tihule  of  eiich  of  these  ehuiviios  opens  into 
ji  iioi'ijeous  rotundii,  deconited  with  reliiiious 
pictures,  furnislied  with  innnense  silver-plated 
chandeliers,  havinii*  sconces  for  a  dozen  candles 
each.  Candelahne,  with  nianv  liiihts,  stand 
upon  51  niised  (hiis  and  reach  as  high  us  ji  man's 
head.  In  the  centre,  facing"  you  as  vou  stand 
with  your  hack  to  the  entrance,  is  Ji  lattice 
door,  on  the  inner  side  of  which  is  u  curtain 
concealini»:  whatever  may  })e  within.  As  you 
enter,  the  conareoation  stands  facinii"  the  screen, 
but  M  k  from  the  rotunda.  The  men  stand 
ui)on  the  right,  the  women  on  the  left.  The 
siniicrs  consist  of  men  and  hovs  led  hy  the 
second  priest.  In  Sitka  the  choir  had  a  jiosi- 
tion  behind  a  screen  to  the  right  of  the  rotun- 
da. Here  in  Onalaska  they  occupy  a  narrow 
gallery,  where  tnere  is  also  a  bench  for  visi- 
tors. 

There  mry  be  no  ])riest  in  sinht,  but  the  sinof- 
ino'  ill  ;i  monotonous  half-chant  continues  at  all 
times  when  the  priest  is  not  reading  or  ])raying. 
Presently  the  curtain  in  the  centn;  is  drawn 
back,  an  altar  within  \\w  sniictuiii  sfoirhn'iiiii  is 
revealed,  and  a  ])riest  in  gorgeous  vestments 
and  wearinii  atall,  bell-crowned,  blue-velvet  hat. 
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is  seen  readinc:,  in'uvini;,  or  swiiiirinii'  a  censer. 
The  attendant  who  ^^  aits  upon  him  kisses  his 
hand  with  each  article  given  liini,  and  crosses 
liiniself  as  he  passes  the  altar.  The  curtain  is 
drawn  apiin  and  the  holy  of  holies  is  once 
more  concealed  from  view. 

After  another  short  interval  the  })riest  comes 
out  into  the  rotunda  by  a  side  door,  and  walks 
around  to  the  centre,  carrying  a  chalice  or 
some  other  portion  of  the  communion  service. 
As  he  appears,  the  people  to  right  and  left  fall 
to  bending  an<l  crossing  themselves  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  The  youngsters  especialh'',  who 
are  kept  in  front,  toward  the  rotunda,  bend  like 
growing  grain  in  a  summer's  gale,  and  cross 
themselves  as  if  troul)led  by  mosquitoes. 
Hands  fly  from  forehej.d  to  ])re{ist,  and  from 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  while  the  bodv  bends  and 
sways,  and  occasionally  a  forehead  touches  the 
floor,  the  devout  worshi})per  being  down  on 
hands  and  knees. 

The  priest  walks  slowly  aroimd  toward  the 
riiisod  i)latform  in  the  centre  and  disappears  in 
the  inner  room,  which  is  elevated  a  foot  or  two 
above  the  rotunda.  The  Latticed  doors  meet 
behind  him,  and,  as  the  chalice  is  placed  upon 
the  little  altar,  the  curtain  again  shuts  out  the 
view  from  the  congregation,    who  stand  with 
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bowed  heads  nieiitally  repeat inir  i)i'ayer.s,  as 
"would  a})i)eai'  I'roin  their  ti'e(iuent  crossings. 
Now  tlie  mysteries  of  transulistaiitiation  are 
taking  place.  Shortly  the  curtain  is  again 
thrown  hack,  the  priest  walks  out  with  a  silver 
chalice  and  spoon,  takes  position  on  the  lower 
step  of  the  dais,  and  a  iHunI)er  of  women,  with 
children  in  their  arms,  stc})  forward  one  at  a 
time.  The  youngsters  are  from  a  few  months 
to  two  years  of  age,  and  as  they  are  held  up 
the  priest  takes  a  small  portion  of  the  contents 
of  the  chalice  in  the  si)oon  and  insert^  it  in  the 
child's  moutli.  The  forehead  of  the  chihf  is 
touched  with  the  chaliie,  and  the  ceremony  of 
communion  is  completed. 

Altoi>ether  the  service  is  such  as  couhl  not 
fail  to  make  a  })r()found  impression  on  die 
minds  of  humble  i)eople  like  the  Aleuts;  and  as 
thev  stand  bowini>'  and  crossina"  themselves,  or 
touchiui*'  their  foreheads  to  tlu;  tloor,  the  voung- 
est  girls,  with  small  colored  shawls,  worsted 
scarfs,  or  bright  handkerchiefs  over  their  heads 
and  about  their  full  olive  faces,  the  young 
ladies  in  hats  somewhat  gay  with  blue  and  white 
ribbons  and  feathers,  the  older  women  in  head- 
of  a  more  subdued  characti'r,  the  effect  is 
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exceedingly  picturesijue.      As  to  rcdigion,  it  is 
with  these  [)e(»[)le  a   matter  of  faitli,   pure  and 
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iinji(lullcr;it(vl.  It  is  the  [)rio^t's  business  to 
eonduct  tliein  lo  Ilea  veil.  All  tliey  have  to  do 
is  what  the\'  are  told,  and  this  tliej'  appear 
to  do  in  great  earnestness,  at  least  in  form. 

The  l^ussians  had  the  advantage  (Aer  others 
in  dealing  with  these  i)eo[)le,  ^vhieh  is  the  result 
of  l)otli  usinir  the  same  lanffuaue  and  of  lonij 
domination,  whieh  e()m})letely  suhjeetcd  them 
to  the  will  of  what  they  for  generations  felt 
l)e  a  superior  race  backed  b\-  unlimited  })ower. 
The  children  <>()t  some  cxceedin<>lv  i)riinitive 
rudiments  of  l)ook  knowledge  in  the  Russian 
language,  but  not  enough  to  hurt  them  with  all 
the  proverbial  perils  of  limited  learning.  Now 
the  Alasla  Connnercial  Conii)any  supports  an 
English  school  upon  this  as  upon  each  of  the 
seal  islands.  Until  Kniiilsh  becomes  the  Ian- 
5j:ua<>:c  of  the  countrv,  American  missionaries 
need  not  look  to  do  much  })roselyting  from  the 
Russian  church.  In  ti'utli  there  does  not  seem 
to  bo  any  reason  why  tlie^^  should.  The  Aleuts 
are  jieaceful  and  contented,  and  will  ask  for 
nothing  that  their  present  condition  does  not 
afford  tluMU  until  their  characters  shall  have 
been  ehanued  bv  the  intermiiiiilin"-  of  An£»l()- 
Saxon  blood.  AMien  this  occurs  thev  may 
want  ])olitics  and  an  improved  religion. 

Just  now  they  get  along  very  Avell,  all  things 
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coiisidored.  They  nre  lazy,  l)ut,  as  they  have 
to  subsist  on  tish  and  oil  as  sta})les,  it  could  not 
ho  expected  that  they  should  be  enterprising- 
or  industrious.  They  may  sin,  but  they  i>() 
to  confession  and  are  i>-njtninteed  foru'iveness. 
They  go  to  church  on  Sunday  morning  and 
have  a  dance  in  the  eveniuii:-  A  dance  on  Sun- 
day  night  is  considered  a  very  proper  thing, 
and  as  there  is  no  i>-ossii)  and  nothinii'  stronu'er 
than  tea  tor  them  to  drink,  perhaps  no  great 
harm  comes  of  it.  Onahiska  consists  of  a  strag- 
idling  settlement  of  some  sixty  houses  of  natives 
and  a  few  Com})any  buildings,  situated  upon  a 
sand-spit,  about  six  miles  from  (\i))tain's  Hay, 
where  Cook,  the  navigator,  wintered  in  1S04-/). 
The  original  Aleutian  houses  are  culled  bnra- 
baras,  being  nothing  more  nor  less  thiiu  !!<*h 
constructions  as  are  known  in  the  States  Ity 
the  name  of  root-houses.  Thev  are  earthen  Imts, 
the  tloors  of  which  are  about  two  feet  below  the 
outside  surface.  They  are  supplied  with  one 
door  and  a  small  w'ndow,  ])eing  damj),  dark, 
and  dirty.  From  a  sanitary  pv>int  of  \  iew 
they  ure  not  to  be  compared  with  the  Indian 
tepees  on  the  i)lains,  which  are  ligut  and  well 
ventilated.  These  bjirabaras  are  constructed 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  the  greatest  amount 
of   warmth    for    the    smallest    expenditure    of 
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fuel,  for  ill  foriiicr  tinios  fuel  was  exceedingly 
scarce. 

Since  Icavina'  Kadiak,  ahout  seven  hundred 
miles  to  the  eastward,  we  have  not  seen  any 
staiidiiiix  tiiii))«'r  lander  than  a  Avalkinir-stick. 
At  present  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
brings  up  coal  from  Nana! mo  for  use  on  board 
their  vessels  and  in  their  offices  and  other  build- 
ings, but  previous  to  this  the  only  fuel  in  use 
on  these  islands  was  drift  from  the  northward 
and  a  viney  sort  of  shrub  called  "chik-a-snik." 
Native  women  now^  go  up  to  the  mountains,  and 
they  do  not  have  far  to  go,  where  they  gather 
the  "timber,"  which  is  rolled  into  bundles  like 
hav,  and  carried  down  upon  their  backs.  These 
women  iiiav  be  seen  cominii'  over  the  hills  in 
single  tile,  loaded  down  with  "  chik-a-snik," 
like  pack  trains  in  the  mines.  The}'  are  Chris- 
tians, but,  when  loaded,  look  very  much  like 
squaws  unconverted. 

When  chik-a-snik  was  the  only  fuel,  as  it  is 
still  with  a  arcnt  maioritv  of  the  Aleuts,  the 
l)arabMra  was  found  to  be  the  w^armest  habita- 
tion for  the  people.  They  boil  tea  water  with 
chik-a-snik  as  fuel,  aiul  that  is  the  principal 
part  of  their  cookery.  Their  fish  is  also  pre- 
pared over  it  when  not  eaten  raw.  For  warmth 
they  formerly  depended  on  their  fur  and  feat'  h' 
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clothing  {ind  crowding  together  in  close  quar- 
ters. At  i)resent  some  of  the  natives  occui)y, 
rent-free,  small  frame  houses,  l)uilt  and  owned 
hy  the  Alaska  Connnercial  Company. 

The  villages  of  Unga  and  Helkoosky,  farther 
to  the  eastward,  are  similar  to  Onalaska  in  the 
matter  of  huts,  diet,  and  fuel,  but  they  are  not 
such  important  settlements  as  this.  The  natives 
live  principally  in  barabaras ;  they  rely  on 
driftwood  and  chik-a-snik  for  fuel ;  they  hunt 
the  sea  otter  for  wealth,  subsist  principally  on 
fish,  and  profess  the  Greek  Catholic  faith.  As 
a  rule  they  are  not  neat  in  their  persons  and 
seldom  attractive  in  appearance.  Some  of  the 
women  are  taught  to  dress  after  the  style  of  the 
humbler  of  their  more  enlightened  sisters,  but 
the  general  eHect  presented  l)y  them  as  they 
attend  to  their  various  duties  is  not  very  fasci- 
natinsf. 

The  bidarkie  is  a  boat  used  by  the  Aleuts 
in  huntinij  and  fishino;.  A  frame  fifteen  to 
twenty  feet  in  length  is  constructed  of  narrow 
light  strips  of  wood,  lashed  together  with 
thongs  of  seal  skin,  ana  this  frame  is  covered 
with  skins  of  sea  lion,  from  which  the  hair 
has  been  scraped.  The  seams  are  closed  with 
grease,  and  as  the  entire  frame  is  covered  over 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  round  hatches 
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or  holes  for  the  pjuldlci's  to  sit  in,  they  have  a 
crat'l  liii'lit  jukI  scuworlliv.  ( )ii(' or  two,  souk;- 
tiiucs  three,  men  will  <>()  to  seji  in  one  of  these 
frail  harUs,  and  thouiih  the  waves  may  dash 
over  them,  no  water  is  shipjx'd  so  loni;-  as  the 
frame  holds  toii'ether.  In  addition  to  the  i)ad- 
dlers,  who  sit  in  the  hatehes,  their  wives  and 
ehildren  are  sometimes  stowed  away  in  the  liold, 
so  that  thev  are  entirely  out  of  sii>ht  within  the 
l)oat,  lyiiiii"  between  the  feet  and  legs  of  the 
men.     Fish  and  furs  arc  similarly  transi)orted. 

At  Kadiak  the  natives  use  a  single  paddle, 
shaped  like  a  narrow  and  pointed  s])ade,  but 
the  peo[)le  to  the  westward  of  that  island  invari- 
ably have  double-bladed  paddles,  which  they  dip 
alternately  port  and  starboard.  The  bidarkic 
is  constructed  somewhat  after  the  nu)del  of  n 
workiuii-boat,  but  so  liiiiit  on  the  water  that 
a  ])erson  uot  accustomed  to  uaviiiatinii"  it  is 
extremely  lial)le  to  capsize,  unless  having  an 
expert  on  l)oard  to  l)alance  the  craft.  The 
natives  are  very  dexterous  in  the  management 
of  the  bidarkies,  as  may  be  supposed. 

No  matter  where  human  beina's  may  l)e  cast 
away,  thev  accommodate  themselves  to  their 
surroun(bngs.  Here  is  a  people  who,  living  in 
a  foggy,  rainy,  cold,  inli()spital)le  country,  go 
to  work  and  produce  every  article  necessary  to 
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tlu'ir  I'xistciico.  'rii(\y  c.'itch  tisli,  wliicli  is  dried 
for  winter  ii.s(»  tmd  soaked  in  oil  to  make  it 
(liii-estii)lc.  The  seal  is  ea[)tiired  for  meat  and 
elotliiiii!;.  Sea-lion  skins  are  used  tor  the  eon- 
striietion  of  boats,  in  wliieh  the  natives  ply 
their  trade.  The  intestines  of  the  seal  are  i)re- 
pared  for  the  manufacture  of  waterproof  shirts. 
Waterproof  hoots  are  made,  with  sea-lion  llij)- 
pcrs  for  soles,  seal  tlippers  for  uppers,  and 
walrus  throats  for  tops.  The  sea  is  watched  for 
wood,  the  mountains  are  climbed  for  the  viney 
chik-a-snik,  a  lii»ht  fuel,  but  still  of  service, 
whale  sinews  are  used  for  thread,  walrus  ivory 
foi'  spears,  and  tamied  bird-skins  for  parkies, 
or  outside  rol)es,  whicli  are  worn  in  drv,  winter 
weather,  and  warm  garments  they  arc.  So 
situated  and  provided  for,  the  Aleuts  are  con- 
tented and  attached  to  their  homes,  fond  of  their 
children  and  wives,  seldom  beatin<»-  them  exeei)t 
in  the  way  of  kincbiess. 

As  I  have  said  that  the  Aleutian  Islands  arc 
not  suitable  for  au'ricultural  or  ])astoral  pur- 
poses, justice  demands  the  admission  that  a 
dozen  head  of  cattle,  a  flock  of  about  twentv 
sheep,  numerous  chickens,  and  a  few  pi<xs  are 
seen  in  Onalaska,  but  their  presence  is  not  due 
to  nor  appreciated  by  the  Aleuts.  Traders 
own   and    cherish    liiem.      The    natives    would 
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rather  liavc  a  dead  Avhalc  drift  ashore  than  to 
own  the  best  crop  of  the  biirgest  farm  in  the 
United  States.  Dead  whale  is  a  ffreat  blessinix 
in  the  Aleutian  part  of  our  Alaska  possessions, 
and  agricultural  products  are  ])ut  little  sought 
after  or  valued.  The  dead  whale  may  be  so 
putrid  that  the  efHuvia  arising  from  it  will 
Jdacken  the  white  paint  of  a  vessel  lying  one 
hundred  yards  distant,  but,  all  the  same,  the 
whale  is  a  blessing. 

i\Ien  and  bovs  diix  holes  throucjh  the  nion- 
ster's  skin  and  descend  into  the  lower  rejrions 
to  excavate  the  choice  parts.  Children  claw 
out  long  strips  of  blul)ber,  on  one  end  of  which 
they  begin  and  chew  until,  inch  by  inch,  yards 
of  it  disappear,  and  their  little  round  bellies  are 
putfed  out  like  ahL'nnanic  paunches,  while  the 
oil  runs  in  two  small  streams  down  from  the 
corners  of  their  sweet  baby  mouths  —  and  they 
are  happy. 


CHAPTER  X. 


SEALSKIN    SACQUES. 


rpiIE  seal  '^fislierics"  of  tlio  Pryhilov  Islmids 
-'-  in  i5elirin<j:  Scji  control  the  markets  of  the 
world   in   the   connnoilitv   wliieh  tliev  produce 

t/  a.  A 

in  ijreatest  abundajice.  Of  the  two  ishmds  in 
the  i!;roup  ui)on  wiiich  tiie  fur  seal  is  taken,  St. 
Paul  furnishes  eiahtv  thousand  skins  annually, 
which  is  ahout  one-iialf  of  all  that  are  sent  to 
market. 

The  fur  sealskins  of  the  world  are  mainly 
taken  as  follows:  St.  Paul's,  eiiihty  thousand; 
St.  George's,  twenty  thousand  (one  hundred 
thousand  from  these  two  islands  being  all  that 
our  government  authorizes  the  lessees  to  take^  ; 
from  Copper  and  liehring  Islands,  on  the 
Asiatic  side  of  Hehriuir  Sea,  twentv-tivc  thou- 
sand;  mouth  of  the  La  Plata  River,  Brazil, 
about  five  thousand  ;  Crozctte  Isliinds,  Indian 
Ocean,  fifteen  hundred ;  from  Shetland  and 
Falkland  Islands,  off  Cape  Horn,  five  thousand, 
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jind  !i  few  hundreds  from  Robhin's  Island,  in  the 
Okhotsk  Sea.  In  nil  poi'luip.s  less  than  one 
lumdrcd  and  sixty  thousand  sealskins  are  taken 
annually,  including-  those  which  are  shot  along 
the  coast  irom  California  to  Alaska.  Althoujrh 
less  than  live  thousand  are  taken  annually  on 
the  Shetlands  and  Falklands,  not  less  than 
twenty  thousand  so-called  "Shetland  fur  seal- 
skins" arc  sold  everv  year.  The  imssihility  of 
such  an  incoherent  state  of  trade  is  one  of  the 
peculiarities  of  coniuierce,  caused  I)}'  the  fact 
that  the  Shetland  fur  seals  are  supposed  to  he 
the  best  in  the  world,  liut  the  Alaska  fur  seals 
arc  ])erhaps  the  b(»st. 

]^)bbin's  Reef,  in  tlu;  Okhotsk  Sea,  was  once 
a  rich  fur  field,  but  the  seals  have  been  almost 
exterminated  or  driven  awav.  'i'he  first  seals 
discovered  on  Robl)ins  Reef  were  found  by  a 
cruiser  named  Allen,  from  New  London,  Con- 
necti(ut,  about  twenty-five  years  ago.  Allen 
was  an  old  whaler,  who  had  lived  ashore  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  in  isr)8  he  set  out  in  a 
new  ship  to  cruise  for  oil.  Touching  at  Rob- 
l)in"s  Reef,  he  found  fur  seals  there  in  such 
num])er  as  to  enable  him  to  make  up  a  very  valua- 
ble cargo  of  their  skins.  He  loaded  and  hurried 
down  to  Honolulu  for  salt  to  preserve  them, 
and  finally  got  his  prize  safely  to  marke;;.     The 
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]>r<.>Hts  (jf  that  voyairo  paid  for  his  now  sliip  and 
cMiahled  the  jollv  old  soa  doij  to  retire  once 
more  and  live  iiappily  ever  afterward ;  but 
within  two  vicars  the  seaU:  were  nearly  exteruji- 
nated  in  that  k)ealitv. 

>\'hen  we  pureiiased  Ahiska  v;e  o]>taiiu:d, 
along  with  an  innnense  amount  of  worthless  ter- 
ritory, two  islands  in  15ehrii-£r*s  Sea  which  are  a 
mine  of  wealth,  inexhaustil)le  and  inealeulahle 
in  value  so  long  as  properly  managed.  The 
largest  of  these  two  islands,  St.  land's,  is 
situated  in  north  latitude  57''  8'  and  west  loni»i- 
tude  170°  13',  and  is  ahout  twelve  miles  long 
by  eight  wide  between  extreme  i)()ints.  St. 
(ieorge's  i*  situated  forty  miles  to  the  southward 
from  St.  Paul's.  From  these  two  islands  one 
hundred  thousand  fur  sealskins  —  and,  aeeordinir 
to  law,  no  more  —  may  be  taken  annually.  As 
they  form  the  most  extensive  and  valuable  fur 
seal  fisheries  in  the  known  world,  some  ae- 
eount  of  what  occurs  here  may  be  accej)tablc 
to  the  ladies  if  to  no  other  readers,  for  every 
lady  is  supposed  to  have  a  sealskin  saccpie,  or 
is  suspected  osf  a  desire  to  own  one  ;  and  of 
course  she  should  know  something  about  the 
origin  of  the  garment  she  wears.  This  knowl- 
edge, however,  must  be  limited  at  best,  for  the; 
comings  and  «j:oin«!:s  of  the  fur  seal  are  so  en- 
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vt'loped  in  mystery  that  a  ixivut  deal  about  their 
inoveiiients  is  incMvIy  conjoclural. 

The  Pry))ilov  Lshinds  are  named  in  honor  of 
a  Russian  trader,  who  discovered  them  a  hun- 
dred years  aij;(),  when  sealskin  saeques  were  not 
HO  nmeh  in  vogue  as  now.  There  were  many 
JIussian  traders  amono-  tiie  Aleutian  Islands  in 
those  days,  and  it  was  while  hunting  lor  new 
sea-otter  grounds  for  his  employers  that  Pry- 
hilov  discovered  St.  (leorge's,  one  hundred  and 
ninety  miles  north  of  the  nearest  point  of  the 
Aleutian  Archipelago.  St.  Paul's  was  discov- 
ered durinir  the  followiuij  year.  AVhen  first 
found,  the  islands,  which  arc  of  comparatively 
recent  volcanic  formation,  had  no  inhabitants, 
Aleuts  l)einir  brouaht  in  bv  the  Russians  for  the 
woi'k  of  sealing.  For  a  number  of  years  (Pry- 
bilov's  discovery  soon  becoming  known  to  the 
other  traders)  there  was  great  competition  and 
an  indiscriminate  slauirhter  of  seals,  which 
threatened  iheir  extinction  ;  but  later  the  Rus- 
sian irovermnent  leased  all  Alaska  to  one  com- 
pany,  and  then  ste]xs  were  taken  to  prevent  the 
extermination  of  the  valuahle  animal. 

The  seals  were  protected  so  as  to  yield  a 
certain  revenue  till  Alaska  was- transferred  to 
the  Ignited  States,  when,  durins:  the  interrea:- 
nuni  between  the  dei)arture  of  the  Russians  and 
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installation  of  our  government  in  aetuai  posses- 
sion, a  ir^^neral  onslaught  was  made  by  every 
whaler  and  trader  under  the  American  Hag  in 
these  waters,  so  that  extermination  of  the  seals 
again  seemed  innninent.  Finally  the  islands 
were  leased  to  one  eoni})any,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  others,  but  with  limitations  as  to  the  number  of 
skins  —  not  exceediua*  one  hundred  thousand  — 
to  be  taken  annually.  Under  tliis  arrangement 
the  number  of  seals  is  steadily  increasing,  and 
the  lessees  pay  about  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  annually  into  the  Treasury.  Competi- 
tion in  seal  slaughter  would  destroy  all  the  seals 
and  this  revemie  within  two  years. 

The  matured  male  fur  seal,  when  he  draws  up 
out  of  the  ocean  after  a  six  or  eiirht  months' 
cruise  in  waters  to  us  unknown,  is  a  magniticent 
animal.  Bold,  bad,  and  l)eautiful,  he  takes  a 
position  in  May  among  the  basaltic  rocks  which 
are  washed  by  the  surf  in  storms,  braces  his 
broad  chest  upon  his  fore  flippers,  stretches  his 
heavily  maned,  lossy,  undulating  neck,  throws 
his  tapering  head  aloft,  and  roars  forth  a  hoarse 
bellow  of  deHance  to  all  the  world.  He  closes 
with  a  iruttural  <i:rowl  that  sounds  like  two 
quarts  of  pebbles  rattling  in  his  throat ;  while 
down  by  the  corners  of  his  threatening  mouth, 
stockaded  with  ivory  fangs,  droop  the  long, 
gray  lines  of  his  aristocratic  moustache. 
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Hero  lie  lakes  his  stand,  and  in  this  position 
he  will  meet  his  ('Xi)eete(l  taniily,  or  death.  In 
the  ftdl  vi«(()r  and  power  of  a  perteet  physieal 
eondition,  he  may  he  killed,  hut  eannot  he  driven 
away  from  the  liround  whieh  he  has  eliosen  tor 
his  seraglio,  for  he  is  a  polygamist  of  the  most 
uneompromising  eharaeter. 

In  June  eomes  his  nudtitudinous  hride.  The 
male  fur  seal  is  a  huge,  hut  synnnetrieal,  hrown- 
ish  hulk  of  six  to  eight  hundred  pounds.  The 
female  is  a  meek,  modest,  su))missive-l()()king 
little  creature  avera<rin<2:  ahout  a  hundred- 
weight.  She  ereeps  up  out  of  the  water  with  a 
demure,  downeast  countenance,  Avith  the  shining 
hair  neatly  hrushed  hack  from  her  pretty  little 
head,  and  —  arrayed  in  a  hrown  sac(|ue,  thiidv 
3'ou?  Not  at  all.  She  is  a  Quakerish  looking 
matron  in  unpretendina:  steel  <>:rav,  hut  sleek 
and  tidy,  without  a  wririkle  in  her  dress. 

There  could  not  he  a  greater  contrast  in 
seeming  than  that  hetwcen  the  male  and  female 
fur  seal.  lie,  aggressive,  fierce,  and  hlood- 
thirst^' ;  she,  meek  and  lowly,  ])ut,  as  rumors 
go,  sly  withal,  and  were  she  sole  mistress  of  her 
lord's  affections  would,  no  douht,  exhihit  a 
temper  of  her  own.  Competition  keeps  her 
si)irit  down,  poor  thing.  There  are  more 
females    than  males. 
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Both  iiuile  and  Ibinalc  seiils  aro  perfect 
models  of  grace  and  symmetry.  There  is  not 
tin  angle  in  the  contour  of  either,  hut  in  size, 
color,  and  character  ihey  are  opposites.  (Jne 
represents  strength  and  courage,  the  other 
timidity  and  affection. 

The  hahy  seals  are  black,  plnyful  little  imps, 
that  roll  and  wrestle  with  each  other  on  the 
grass,  kiss  and  quarrel,  learn  from  their  fond 
mannnas  how  to  swim,  and  start  out  on  their 
tirst  voyage  to  sea  in  autumn,  or  furnish  the 
Aleuts  with  veal  through  the  winter.  Some 
may  swim  and  some  must  boil  in  their  baby- 
hood. Some  arc  swallowed  by  sharks  or 
"  killers,"  and  some  return  to  celebrate  their 
birth  aimiversary  where  they  tirst  saw  the 
fog.  In  their  second  year  they  are  safe  on 
the  Prybilov  Islands,  but  exposed  to  danger 
along  the  coast,  where  neither  age  nor  sex 
is  si)ared  hy  those  who  ma}'  be  able  to  shoot 
or  spear  them.  During  their  third  year  the 
males  may  be  rapped  on  the  sconce  at  St. 
Paul's  or  St.  Georw's,  wherever  thev  haul 
out,  and  in  their  fourth  vear  their  chances 
for  living  to  old  age  are  consideral)ly  less. 
At  five  years  they  are  comparatively^  safe 
again ;  at  six,  assurance  policies  might  be 
issued    to   them   at    small  premiums ;    and   at 
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eight  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  lessees 
of  the  Prybilov  group. 

The  "  pup  "  seals  may  he  killed  by  the  natives 
in  the  fall  in  sufficient  numbers  to  afford  food 
during  the  winter ;  but  the  fur  sealskin  is  not 
marketable  before  the  second  year ;  they  are  at 
their  best  when  the  animal  is  four  or  five  years 
old,  but  after  six  the  coating  of  the  hide  runs 
gradually  from  fur  to  hair,  till  the  latter  pre- 
dominates and  the  skin  is  not  valuable.  The 
females  are  never  killed  here,  unless  by  accident, 
when  slaughtering  a  drove. 

The  coast  lines  of  the  two  islands  are 
largely  occupied  by  what  arc  known  as  "rook- 
eries," or  breeding-grounds  of  the  seal,  which 
come  here  once  a  year.  A  sandy  beach  is  not 
much  favored  by  the  seals.  They  select  locali- 
ties where  basaltic  boulders  abound  as  plenti- 
fully as  hills  in  a  potato  patch,  and  considerably 
larger.  The  "  bulls,"  as  they  are  technically 
called,  arrive  first.  Where  they  go  in  the  fall, 
or  where  they  come  from  in  the  spring,  is  maiidy 
conjectural,  but  as  soon  as  the  ice  melts  or 
floats  from  the  shores  of  these  islands  the  bulls 
appear  and  take  positions  among  the  rocks,  all 
laying  claim  to  tracts  nearly  uniform  in  size  and 
shape,  about  twenty  feet  in  diameter,  on  an 
avenige.     Some  seasons  are  so  late  in  opening 
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that  the  ice  is  diiij:  jiway  from  the  sliorcs  l>y 
tlic  coiii})jiny'.s  eniployoos  in  order  to  pcnuit  llie 
seals  to  land. 


le 


le 


The  first  to  arrive  are  the  strongest  of  tl 
seals,  and  tlicy  take  up  clainis  nearest  ti 
water.  Thoso  which  arc;  later  or  weaker  are 
driven  further  I)aek  to  less  desiral)le  plaees. 
Might  makes  right  in  these  matters,  —  seals 
whieli  are   not    lirst-elass   tii»hters  ""oinii'  to  tiie 
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or 
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)    the    hlulV.      It   is   tl    ease    of    the 


survival    of  the    /i;//ifcHt. 

The  old  hulls  oeeupy  tlieir  pre-emptions  for 
weeks  without  going  into  the  water,  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  the  females,  slee})ing  n\Hm  their 
ground,  neither  eating  nor  drinking  during  that 
time.  This,  however,  is  hut  [)reliminary  to  a 
nuieh  lonii'er  vi<>il  and  fast,  whieh  continues  for 
three  months  after  the  arrival  of  the  females. 
During  this  time  they  live  by  absorption  of 
the  hluhher  which  thev  aceunudate  whih' 
away.  "When  they  depart  they  are  weak  and 
lean.  When  they  return  they  are  sleek  and 
fat. 

If  there  is  fighting  over  the  })re-em})tion  and 
holding;  of  L»'round  for  the  harem,  there  is  a 
much  a'reater  stru<2:i::le  a  few  weeks  later.  AVhen 
the  females  arrive  the  old  Turks  in  waitinij: 
danee  down  to  the  water's  edijfe  to  eseort  them 
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I(»  Ihc  li.'ircius.  TIkmi  (lie  lijjfhdn^  l>('«iius  in 
canu'st,  lli(!  contt'stjmls  tcarini;*  clmnits  of  fur 
out  of  csich  oilier  for  tlu*  j)ri\  ilcgo  of  doiiii^  tlio 
honors  and  tukiii<i:  llic  piirlv  in  .stecl-irr.'iv  under 
tholr  i)rotc('ti()n.  Half  a  do/cn  males  may  bo 
cnuairiMl  for  a  monuiil  in  a  very  rough  an<l 
in<hs('riniinal('  lunihh'  over  a  new  arrival,  hut 
when  the  water  is  tilled  with  new  comers  there 
is  no  time  to  he  wasted  in  i)rolonged  stru<i<^les, 
and  as  soon  as  one  gallant  is  driven  out  of  ii 
contest  he  turns  his  attention  to  the  nearest 
other  charmer  that  mav  he  landinir.  And  thus 
atliiirs  are  so  conducted  that  the  honon;  are 
pretty  eveidy  distrihuted  along  the  water  front 
and  for  a  few  rows  hack  from  the  landing;  but 
th(^  elderly  rakes  to  the  rear  are  often  left  to 
siirli  in  celibacy  all  sunmier,  Avhile  more  fortunate 
lords  of  the  seal  kingdom  revel  in  the  Utopian 
luxury  of  lit'teen  wives  apiece. 

There  are  several  classes  of  male  seals  which 
are  de})rived  of  the  delights  and  refining  in- 
fluences of  female  society.  There  are  young 
bachelors  which  have  never  yet  had  the  courages 
to  go  in  and  light  for  a  claim,  being  a})parently 
awed  into  remaining  at  a  respectable  and  safe 
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•oun<r   fellows   haul   out   in 


distance    from    the 


senior 


The 


sc 


crowds  of  thousands  by  themselves  close  to  the 


H!i 


{SKA  L Sh'LV  HA  VQUES. 


09 


water  and  not  far  disfanl  from  \\w  scrairlios. 
Tlu'V  arc;  IVoni  oni;  (o  tour  or  live  vcars  old, 
U!id  tlicy  altci'nato  th«Mr  pasliiiuvs  hclwccMi 
lyinir  on  their  Imcks  anioiiuf  tlic  rocks  —  whcrtj 
tlu'N'  fan  their  licatcd  Ixxlics  witlj  a  iiiiid  tlippcr, 
if  it  is  a  warm  di'v  «lay  —  and  ircttini:-  (h)wn  into 
I  lie  water  in   front  of    th(    old  Turl^ 
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success  to  draw  the  females  into  sly  tlirta- 
tions. 

Notwithstanding  the  tierce  jealousy  wit|, 
which  the  femah's  are  w:itched  and  guarded, 
and  eontrary  to  wiiat  would  he  exj^ected  from 
their  ww.vak  and  sanctified  appearance,  thei(; 
arc  breadies  of  decorum  occasionally,  which  no 
conscientious  person  would  attempt  to  defend, 
and  el()})ements  which,  of  course,  caimot  l»(» 
excused  and  ma}'  he,  possihly,  never  foruiven. 
Some  of  these  romantic  all'airs  lead  to  serious 
consefjuences,  many  a  younir  fellow  retirini; 
from  them  so  out  of  repair  as  to  seriously  depre- 
ciate his  marketable  value. 

In  cases  of  elopement  the  iray  Lothario  is 
irenerally  handled  according  to  the  custom  of 
the  world  in  such  cases,  and  his  guilty  ])artner 
treated  with  grcMit  leniency  ;  but  there  are  excep- 
tions. Instead  of  quietly  and  carefully  taking 
her  by  the  back  of  the  neck  and  carrying  her  to 
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the  (lomoslic  circle  ns  at  first  landinas  lior  lord 
and  master,  jirovokcd  out  of  I'lirtiicr  forbear- 
ance ])y  fre(juent  escapades,  mIII  sometimes 
^Lrallop  throiiiiii  tlie  family,  knocking  his  oilier 
wives  riii'lit  and  left,  bouncing  over  the  babies  in 
his  anirer  and  indii^-nation,  and,  overtakinii"  the 
female  tlceinii"  from  her  home,  thrashes  her  so 
soundly  with  hi;?  tlipj)ers  that  she  puts  \\\)  her 
little  nose  to  his,  kisses  him  in  token  of  sub- 
mission and  better  behavior,  and  then  crc(^ps 
back,  api)arently  subdued  and  deeply  penitent. 

It  is  i)ainful,  however,  to  be  c()mi)elled  to 
admit  that  many  elopements  succeed,  particu- 
larlv  toward  the  close  of  the  season,  when  the 
lords  of  the  rookeries  are  worn  out  with  watch- 
inir  and  fastiuir.  Then  the  vouno-  fellows  out 
in  the  surf  i)ractice  their  most  fascinating  antics 
to  attract  attention,  and  many  a  mother,  osten- 
sibly o'oiiiii'  down  to  teach  her  babv  seal  to 
swim,  returns  no  more,  and  so,  gradually,  the 
social  circle  on  shore  is  l)rokcn  up  for  the 
season. 

Seal  killiuix  on  these  islands  for  furs  is  nearly 
all  done  in  about  six  weeks  —  from  June  10  to 
Ju'y  20.  AVhen  seals  are  wanterl  for  meat  the 
"pups"  arc  preferred,  but  for  fur  the  four-year 
olds  are  considered  best.  Awkward  as  seals 
may  appear  when  moving  on  land,  they  can  got 
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over  the  grouiul  lu  fust,  for  ji  few  rodb  and 
under  favonible  circumstances,  as  a  man  would 
care  to  run.  Their  powers  of  k)comotion  arc 
ahnost  entirely  eontincd  to  the  forequarters,  the 
irutta-percha-Hke  character  of  the  tlippen  serv- 
ini^  to  raise  the  body  and  propel  it  forward. 
The  hinder  })ortion  of  the  l)ody,  when  the  seal 
travels  on  land,  works  somewhat  after  the 
fashion  of  an  angle  worm  or  caterpillar,  gather- 
ing itself  together  and  s[>ringing  forward  as  if 
connected  with  the  forecjuarters  hy  some  })ower- 
ful  elastic  attachment.  With  the  fore  tlii)pers 
the  seal  can  raise  itself  upon  a  rock  or  knoll  two 
feet  in  heiirht,  and  as  the  animal  is  stroma:  the 
hinder  i)arts  are  compelled  to  follow.  The  hind 
fli})pers,  wlii(.'h  act  as  rudders  when  in  the 
water,  dra<>:  alonfj  when  the  animal  moves  on 
land,  like  a  couple  of  four-button  kid  gloves 
pinned  upon  the  rear  extremity  ol  a  lady's 
dress.  In  the  water  they  are  quite  handy  for 
steering,  but  on  land  they  only  go  for  orna- 
ments, or  for  fans  on  proper  occasions. 

The  best  time  for  driving  fur  seals  is  on  a 
rainy  day,  when  the  sun  is  ol)scured  and  the 
glass  is  wet,  enabling  the  hinder  portion  of  the 
body  to  slide  along  a,s  easily  and  elegantly  as  a 
dress-train  on  a  velvet  carpet.  On  a  dry,  sun- 
shiny day  they  cannot  be  driven,  but,  becoming 
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heated,  full  prostrate,  and  will  not  rise  for  any 
amount  of  threat cnini»;.  On  such  da^s,  too,  if 
not  disturbed,  they  lie  on  their  backs  at  the 
hauUng  places,  fanning  themselves  uith  their 
hind  nippers,  the  rookeries  then  reminding  one 
of  the  fluttering  in  a  crowded  theatre  or  full 
church  during  the  heated  term  ;  but  the  seal 
fans  are  black  and  noiseless,  the  latter  being  a 
quality  not  sufficiently  considered  by  some 
ladies  in  cultured  asseml)la<rcs. 

Seals  beinii"  fat  and  scant  of  breath,  and 
dressed  in  an  exceedingly  inapi)ropriate  suit 
for  hot  weather,  seek  out  a  climate  of  fog 
and  rain  for  their  sunnneriiiff  phu.'es.  That  is 
one  reason  why  they  come  to  the  Prjbilov 
Islands,  where  mists  and  gloom  luxivail  during 
the  summer  months,  sunshine  being  a  rarity 
and  an  abomination  to  the  seal  hunters.  On 
faA'orable  days  a  band  of  bachelor  seals  may  be 
driven  five  or  six  miles,  and  when  the  air  is 
very  cool,  the  grass  wet,  and  the  sky  cloud}', 
they  can  be  pushed  a  mile  In  an  hour.  Yet  they 
are  not  generally  considered  notable  pedes- 
trians. For  driving,  the  men  carry  stalls  four 
or  five  feet  in  length,  and  with  this  weapon 
they  go  among  the  seals,  opening  avenues  and 
cutting  ofi' portions  of  the  band  at  pleasure. 

The  seals  are    never  killed  near  the  "rook- 
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erios"  oi' liaiiliiiir  grounds,  upon  uliicli  tlicv  hind 
from  the  soa,  hiil  are  driven  a\va\'  l)ack  to  tlu* 
.settlonient  when  [)o.ssihle,  lliouu'h  in  sonic  cases 
thc}^  arc  shuiuhtcred  at  remote  points  and  their 
skins  hauhMl  in.  Ihit  as  (he  peUs  wciii'li  a))out 
ciiilit  pounds  when  lir><  taken  ol!',  or  ten  i)ounds 
wlien  sahcd,  tiiere  is  ;i  o-re:it  saving"  in  trans})()r- 
tation  to  compel  them  to  carry  their  own  skins 
and  bhihher  in  when  praetiea])lc. 

On  the  afternoon  of  our  first  arrival  at  St. 
Paul's,  a  l)and  which  "liad  been  driven  three  miles 
and  a  half  was  seen  halted  on  a  hill,  unable  to 
l)rocced,  owinir  to  tlu^  warmth  of  the  day,  al- 
thouu'h  it  was  not  distressini*-  us  to  walk  about 
in  overcoats.  In  the  evening,  however,  they 
were  pushed  down  to  a  lairoon,  where  they  soon 
became  cool,  after  which  they  moved  alonir 
without  nmch  tr()ul»le. 

At  six  o'clock  next  morninij  killincr  com- 
menced.  Just  before  this  hour  twenty  or  thirty 
natives  were  seen  iroins:  c)ut  to  the  drove,  about 
half  a  mile  from  tiie  villaire.  They  miii'ht  have 
been  taken  for  a  party  of  machinists  oriran- 
izcd  into  l)ase-ball  ('lu))s.  X(>arly  all  wore  caps 
and  were  dressed  in  blu(»  denims  overalls  and 
jumpers.  About  a  dozen  of  the  ])arty  carried 
hickory  clubs  of  tiie  diameter  of  a  basc-b;ill  bat, 
but  tivc  feet  in  leni:tb.     '^      otners  had  knives. 
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Arriving  on  tlic  ground  the  drivers  were 
found  to  liiive  cut  otV  about  one-tiflli  of  the  l)and, 
and  were  giving  the  smaller  body  a  chance  to 
cool  otf.  After  a  lew  minutes  a  numl)er  not  to 
exceed  fifty  or  sixty  were  chiveu  u[)  toward  tlic 
kiUers,  who  stood  close  together.  As  soon  as 
the  small  band  arrived  at  the  fatal  spot  they 
were  surrounded  by  the  men  with  clubs,  who 
l")rocceded  with  the  utmost  diligence  to  raj) 
them  on  the  nose  or  between  the  eyes.  A 
smart  rap  of  a  base-ball  clui)  on  the  tip  of  a  fur 
yeafs  nose  ])uts  him  beyond  recovery.  Some 
arc  killed  by  being  hit  between  tlieii'  large, 
soft,  intelligent  eyes  (the  memory  of  which 
would  hau.it  anv  but  seal-killers)  and  others 
fall  senseless  from  a  blow  on  the  back  of  the 
neck.  One  irroui)  after  another  was  brouiiht 
forward  and  knocked  down  so  rapidly  that  in 
less  than  three  hours  nine  hundred  and  ninetv- 
seven  seals  had  been  killed  and  skinned.  Out 
of  each  small  band  driven  up  to  the  killers,  at 
least  twenty  per  cent  were  tui'ned  away,  this 
practice  being  i)ursued  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
supply  from  year  to  year. 

After  the  clubbers  followed  two  or  three  men 
Avith  knives,  who  cut  a  short  sli:  in  the  skin 
between  the  fore  flippers  and  then  stabbed  the 
seal  to  the  heart.     Next  succeeded  the  rip})erf', 
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who  split  the  skin  longtlnvisc  along  the  belly 
and  cut  around  the  neek  and  tliijpers  to  make 
way  for  the  skinners,  who  will  not  i)ennit  their 
blades  to  touch  the  outer  portion  of  the  hide, 
where  sand  miuht  dull  the  keen  edges.  On  an 
averaue  the  skins  ar(^  removed  in  two  inimites 
each  and  thrown  beside?  the  carcass,  whence 
thev  are  hauled  to  the  saltinif  house.  The  skins, 
when  hauled  from  the  killing  ground,  are  salted 
down  in  large  bins,  wlun'e  they  remain  about  a 
week,  when  they  are  removed  and  piled  in  tiers 
in  the  warehouse,  like  cured  bacon  in  a  pork- 
packing  establishment.  AVhen  sufliciently  salted 
they  are  pre}>ared  for  sliii)ment  by  rolling  two 
skins  toaether,  the  llesh-sides  facino',  after 
which  thev  arc  tied,  formini>-  a  bundle  about 
four  inches  in  thickness  and  ten  in  leni>'th.  In 
San  Francisco  thev  are  i)acked  in  casks  and  2:0 
to  London  in  that  condition. 

In  London  they  arc  i)ut  through  a  course  of 
treatment  which  destrovs  the  i>rease  and  re- 
moves  the  long  hairs,  which  stand  out  as  a 
protection  to  the  fur.  This  is  done  by  shaving 
the  flesh  do,,  .  and  pulling  tlie  hairs  out  by 
machinerv.  After  the  skin  has  been  sufficient Iv 
manipulated  in  these  })rocesses,  it  is  dy(»(l,  nnd 
this  is  said  to  be  the  most  important  matter  of 
all  in  connection  with  its  treatment.     It  is  as- 
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sorted  jiiid  (loni(Ml  tliat  the  skins  cjin  bo  success- 
I'ully  (Ivod  ill  tlio  riiitod  Sttitos,  l)iit  jit  ull  events 
London  controls  tiio  business  ut  present. 

)Vliore  tile  tiir  somIs  h'o,  ;ind  upon  wlwit  they 
subsist  wlicn  al)s('nt  from  tiie  place  where  they 
"most  do  breed  and  Iiauiit,"  is  a  matter  of  much 
speculation.  They  arrive  at  the  rookeries  and 
hauling  grounds  tat  and  sleek  in  the  summer. 
They  remain  for  months  without  eatinir,  mid 
then,  their  nunil)ers  increased  ])\  })erhaps  a 
million  of  ''pu[)s,"'  they  disai)pear  in  the  autumn 
poor  and  "stagey,"  to  reappear  in  lirst-class 
condition  at  the  usual  time  next  year. 

From  the  circumstance  that  occasional  fur 
seals  are  killed  otT  the  coast  of  British  Columbia 
and  Southeastern  Alaska,  and  that  a  few  are 
taken  among  the  Aleutian  Islands  as  they 
Journey  southward,  it  is  supposed  by  some  ob- 
servers that  they  follow  the  coast  line,  keeping 
a  certain  distance  out  to  sea.  r>ut  while  they 
leave  the  Trvbilov  Islands  in  a  swarm  of  mil- 
lions,  thev  are  never  seen  in  i^reat  numbers 
away  from  here.  Close  observation  and  occa- 
sional marking  by  some  distiguration  lead  1)00- 
ple  on  the  islands  to  believe  that  the  seals 
return  not  onlv  to  the  same  islands,  but  that 
some  of  the  old  bulls  occupy  the  identical  spot 
of  beach  over  which  they  rule  for  years. 


«  { l'?''W 


SEA L tiKlN  SA  CQUES. 


lo; 


Lojivii\<r  llioso  isl'inds  tlic  seals  prohably  scjit- 
Wy  out  llu-oui^h  Uk'  Pacilic  in  diU'ei'dit  diicc- 
tious  in  .seari'li  of  tisli,  llie  findinu-  of  whicli  in 
snlficient  (juantitics  t'or  the  inuncnsc  licrd  lo- 
nctlicr  would  seem  to  he  almost  impossible. 
'I'licy  are  su})pos(Ml  to  I'ccd  on  lisli  and  k('l|), — 
that  i)r()liilt'  [)rodu(t  of  tlic  ocoan  wliicli  is  found 
tloatini»"  ill  ik'ju'Iv  ail  latitudes,  Ix'ini)-  torn  tVoin 
its  rocUv  lu'd  l)v  storms  and  carried  around  the 
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the  food  for  the  seal,  and  it  eolleets  in  tani>led 
mass(>s  to  form  a  eoueh  for  the  shy  sen  otter, 
whii'li  sleeps  u[)on  it  in  a  <iale,  and  it  has  heen 
used  to  sootlu;  the  hunurv  stomach  of  many  ;i 
hunter  who  for  davs  had  failed  to  tind  other  food. 
While  it  is  believed  that  tish  and  kelp  form 
the  chief  article  of  seal  subsistence,  the  seal,  as 
stated,  can  live  for  months  on  his  inner  con- 
sciousness or  blubber  which  is  stroniilv  flavored 
with  seaweed.      The  stomach  of  a  seal  cut  ()})en 
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It 


reveals  nothini'-  of  its   owner's  habits.     It  is  ji 
mystery. 

The  manufacture  of  oil  from  seal  blubber 
may  be  much  more  satisfactorily  studied  from 
a  written  description  than  in  the  factory,  for  it 
is  not  productive  of  the  most  refined  odors. 
AVhen  seal  oil  was  made  upon  tlu;  islands  the 
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"hliihhor-snutc'lun's"  followed  tlio  skimicns  and 
sti'ip}K3(l  tlio  cMivas.'^  Ji  set'oiid  lime,  i'enioviii<; 
ll:e  tat  IVom  all  around  tin;  body  in  one  sheet, 
which  was  rolled  up  and  earted  to  the  oil  lac- 
lorv,  where  it  was  duini)ed  into  a  wooden  vat. 
The    vats    were    sujjplied    with    steam    iVom    a 
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er  under  nmety  pounds  pressure 


ive  or 


six  waii'on-loads  of  I)hil)l)er  were  thrown  into  a 
vut,    whieli    was    elosed    at  the   toi),  the  steal 
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turned  on,  and  the  boiling  process  continued  for 
tw(dvc  to  fifteen  hours,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  the  oil  was  })ressed  out  and  raised  by  cold 
water  and  run  olf  the  top  into  casks  holding 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and 
eii>litv  i»'allons  each. 

Carcasses  of  the  seal  killed  for  their  fur  yield 
about  half  a  gallon  of  oil  each  when  thev  are 
fat,  but  as  the  season  advances  thev  vield  less, 
living  by  al)sor[)tion  of  their  own  grease.  In 
tiring  under  the  boiler,  seal  carcasses,  ])lubber, 
bones,  and  llesh  were  used  for  fuel,  and  a 
warm  tire  they  make,  but  the  tiremen  nuist  be 
relieved  frequently,  for  the  stench  of  the  boil- 
ing blubber  and  of  the  burning  bodies  combined 
is  too  much  for  any  set  of  human  nerves  to  en- 
dure  lonix  at  any  one  time.  Si, ice  the  foreiroing; 
was  wn'itten,  oil-making  on  our  seal  islands  has 
been  discontinued  as  uni)rofitable. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


COMMUMSTIC. 


n^IIE  natives  of  St.  PaiiV.s  and  St.  Goorirc's 
-*-  islands  live  in  a  sort  of  connnunistic  state, 
and  are,  withal,  purse-proud  aristocrats.  Tliey 
perforin  a  few  days'  lal)or  for  the  company  out- 
side of  seal-taking,  for  which  they  are  paid  at 
the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  hour.  All  earnings 
for  killing  seals  are  distributed  pro  rata  in 
classes,  not  only  to  those  who  work  according 
to  their  ability,  but  to  some  who  are  unable  to 
perform  any  labor.  They  are  not  frugal  in 
their  habits.  They  spend  the  greater  part  of 
their  money  on  luxuries.  Having  house  rent, 
fuel,  lish  and  seal  meat,  doctor  and  school- 
master free,  they  look  around  for  something  to 
huv.  For  the  one  hundred  and  twentv  women 
on  one  island  the  company  carries  up  a  hun(h"ed 
dozen  tine  silk  handkerchiefs  which  are  gen- 
erally worn  on  the  head,  a  hundred  dozen  fine 
worsted    colored    stockings,  almost    as    many 
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Hc'di'i'ti  and  luihiii.s,  do/ens  of  tine  shawls,  one 
thousand  two  hundred  yards  of  calico  (some  of 
these  seal-killers'  wives  have  a  dozen  dresses 
jit  a  time),  three  hundred  yards  of  other  dress 
<»oods  and  flannels,  with  three  suits  of  clothin<»\ 
boots,  and  caps  for  every  njan  and  ])oy  in  the 
villa<:;e,  and  i>()od  cassiinere  elothinir  is  the  kind 
they  demand. 

For  food  sui)i)lies  on  one  island  they  have 
thirty-tive  thousand  })ounds  of  biscuit  and 
crackers  and  two  hundred  and  thirty  l)arrels  of 
flour;  seventy  chests  of  tea,  lifty-two  ])ounds 
each  ;  four  hundred  boxes  candles,  stearine  and 
l)araftine ;  one  thousand  sacks  of  rice,  fifty 
pounds  each  ;  one  thousand  gallons  kerosene, 
etc. 

A  few  years  aiio  these  same  natives  lived 
in  baral)aras  (sod  huts),  twenty-five  to  forty 
persons  in  one  room.  They  used  blubl)er  lb)' 
lights  and  fuel  till  the  lam})black  hung  in  strings 
from  the  ceilinii'.  Now  thev  have  frame  houses, 
cook-stoves,  coal,  kerosene,  and  })araltine  can- 
dles. They  have  good  church  buildings  on 
each  island,  and  schools  with  teachers  as  well  as 
doctors,  at  the  expense  of  the  company. 

The  natives  of  the  seal  islands  are  not  long- 
lived.  Sixty  is  old  age,  to  which  few  ever 
reach,  and  even  those  of  tifty  are  scarce.     The 
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population  liiis  not  iiicro.'iscd  to  any  nppro('ial)lo 
extent  since  the  United  States  eaine  Into  posses- 
sion. 

Like  all  other  Aleuts,  the  natives  of  the  seal 
islands  die  irenerally  of  eonsuinptlon.  When 
it  once  api)ears  it  makes  rai)ld  work,  and  in  a 
few  days  its  victim  is  laid  away.  \\'hatever  may 
he  the  restorative  ([ualltles  of  llsh-oll  or  bluhher, 
It  does  not  seem  to  hencHt  these  peoi)le.  They 
all  eat  encu'mouslv  of  these  eonnnodities,  and,  as 
a  rule,  die  early.  AVhen  attacked,  physicians 
are  in  vain,  and  the  pati(Mit  falls  at  once  into 
a  condition  of  hopeless  inditference,  i:;enerally 
refusing  me(licine,  or  neglecting  to  take  it  dur- 
ino^  the  doctors  absence. 

These  peoj)ie  give  lil)erally  toward  the  support 
of  their  church,  and  buy  many  blessed  candles 
at  high  })rices.  The  church  decorations  of  silver 
chand(diers,  i'andelal)ras,  and  pictures  are  both 
elaborate  and  expensive.  Large  gilt  candles 
have  ])een  sent  from  the  San  Francisco  Consis- 
torv  at  the  rate  of  tlu'ce  for  fiftv  dollars,  and, 
though  this  was  considered  high,  they  were  paid 
for.  They  were  large  candles,  it  is  true,  but, 
iudirini»:  from  the  material  of  which  thev  are 
composed,  they  should  not  cost  more  than  four 
or  five  dollars  each,  even  including  the  rather 
tawdry  gilding  upon    their  surfaces.     But  the 
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HCJil-isliinders  lu'liovo  in  ])lessecl  candlc.j  and 
can  sitlbrd  to  ])ay  for  them. 

The  "seeoiKr'  priest,  or  "striker,"  as  lie  is 
soinetiincs  (leiioiniiiated  by  irreverent  Yankees, 
the  "seeond  mate,"  as  the  sailors  call  liim,  is 
an  institution  of  the  Ivussian  Chureli  in  Ahiska. 
The  second  priest  can  hold  services,  l)Ut  is  not 
endowed  with  the  riirht  to  i)erform  the  niarria/jfc 
ceremony.  He  leads  the  choir  and  attends  on 
the  tirst  })riest  at  mass.  Sometimes  i\w,  mar- 
ria<re  ceremony  is  waived  ])y  parties  entcrini^ 
into  th(^  marital  state  in  the  absence  of  a  first 
priest,  but  when  that  individual  comes  around, 
he  makes  it  all  i'i<,dit,  and  it  is  considered  that 
no  harm  has  been  done. 

The  vestments  worn  b\'  the  i)riest  are  very 
rich,  but  sometimes  when  he  ajipears  in  ijar- 
ments  of  irold  and  ^vhite,  with  cavalry  boots 
below,  as  often  hai)i)ens,  the  effect  strikes 
stranirers  as  l)eino-  strong  and  novel  rather  than 
strictl}'  ecclesiastic.  It  si)eaks  somewhat  loudly 
of  church  militant. 

There  is  no  beer  nor  whiskey  to  be  had  by 
the  natives  of  the  fur-seal  islands.  The  Treas- 
ury Department  forbids  the  manufacture  here  or 
the  introduction  of  beverages  of  an  intoxicatin<]f 
character.  Elforts  have  been  made  in  other 
Aleutian  settlements  to  prevent   the  manufae- 
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tiirc  of  "(jMUss,"  a  sort  of  sour  Ix'cr  nianuiac- 
turcd  out  of  sugar,  Hour,  and  wadr:  but  where 
tlicro  are  two  or  more  tradiui;"  conipanies  in 
coinpetilioM,  the  suiiar  can  Ix*  ol)taiiu'(l  from 
i)\\v„  if  not  from  the  oilier,  and  th((  su|)i)ressiou 
of  tlie  traflie  in  such  a  eonnnunilv  is  almost 
iinpossihie.  ( )n  tiie  fur-seal  islands,  however, 
Treasury  and  eoinnanv  ai:<'Mts  unite  in  ell'orls  to 
suppress  th(^  manufacture  of  stronn*  drink.  It 
was,  for  a  loni!;  time,  dillicull  to  I'eeoneile  these 
Aleuts  to  ii'ettiiii;'  alonu'  withoui  s})irits.  Tiider 
Ivussian  rule  it  was  \\\i\  custom  to  issue  spirits 
to  the  UKMi  when  at  work,  and  this  created  an 
appetite,  ^v'  'ch  was  sought  to  1k^  allave(l  hv 
other  drink  when  merchiintahle  whiskey  could 
not  he  liad. 

(treat  trouble  is  now  ex})erienced  hy  the 
com})any"s  traders  elsewhere,  owiiiu^  to  the 
natives  uettinii:  intoxicated  and  raisinir  disturb- 
ances,  and  it  is  a  somre  of  satisfaction  to  the 
agents  on  the  fur-seal  islands  that  they  have 
been  able  to  i)ut  an  end  to  the  manufacture  of 
"(luass."  Even  the  old  nativ(?s,  who  were  the 
most  difHcult  to  wean,  have  Ix'comc;  I'cconciled 
to  total  abstinence,  and  \\\(\  fact  that  they  have 
money  in  baid\,  and  bett(M'  house-;,  clolhinir,  and 
food  than  wei'e  had  when  wjiiskev  and  "tiuass" 
prevailed,  teaches   tlusm   that   tire- water   is  the 
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most  expensive  luxury  poor  po()j)le  can  indulge 
in. 

Tea  is  now  the  strongest  beverage  that  these 
peoi)le  al)S()rl).  Tiie  tea  used  liere  is  of  a 
superior  ([uality,  tlie  same  eho})  as  that  fur- 
nished 1)y  tlie  Russians  years  and  year."  ago. 
The  pe()})le  don't  want  any  otiier  kind,  and  the 
company  is  perfectly  willing  to  provide  that 
which  they  prefer. 

The  seal  islands  are  situated  in  Behring  Sea, 
and  during  the  wai'mer  months  are  almost  con- 
tinually enveloped  in  fogs  and  mist.  That  is 
one  reason  why  the  seals  make  tliem  their 
breedins:  irrounds.  There  is  no  such  thinii"  in 
the  seal  business  as  "making  hay  wliile  the  sun 
shines,"  for  the  sun  will  drive  the  warm-coated 
animals  into  the  water,  when  men  with  clubs 
could  not  do  it ;  for  though  the  two  and  four- 
year-olds  may  l)e  herded  and  driven  like  sheep, 
the  older  bulls,  when  on  the  rookeries,  cannot 
})e  forced  iiway  by  threats  of  violence.  C.'on- 
tinned  sunsiiine,  however,  would  soon  banish 
them  from  the  islands. 

St.  George's  Island,  which,  on  a  clear  day, 
can  be  seen  from  St.  Paul's,  is  an  epitome 
of  the  larger  one.  TIio  population,  at  the  last 
count,  was  one  hundred  and  two  })ersons.  They 
have  a  church,  school-house,  and  frame  dwell- 
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ings  for  the  people,  provided  hy  the  eonipany, 
which  controls  in  all  these  matters  and  fur- 
nishes the  modern  improvements  according  to 
the  ideas  of  its  officers,  whose  suggestions  in 
these  matters  are  adoi)ted. 

Near  Garden  Cove,  on  the  southeast  coast  of 
St.  Georj^e's  Island,  is  a  lar<>e  sea-lion  rookerv, 
the  beach  being  red  with  the  monsters,  which 
lay  packed  together  like  hogs  in  a  stock  car 
Sfoinir  to  market.  The  sea  lion  is  found  also  on 
8t.  Paul's,  but  not  so  numerously  as  on  St. 
George's.  The  sea  lion  seems  to  be  more  like 
an  overgrown  seal,  larger  than  the  fur-seal  bulls, 
but  their  coat  consists  of  Iiair  only,  which  is  of 
a  coarse  reddish  brown.  The  tiesh  of  the  sea 
lion  is  preferred  to  that  of  the  fur  seal,  and  the 
hide,  while  having  no  value  in  the  markets  of 
the  world,  is  in  great  demand  among  the  Aleuts 
and  Indians  of  the  Xort'nern  Pacific  and  Bchring 
Sea.  The  leather  is,  however,  used  to  a  limited 
extent  on  emery  wheels  for  polishing  in  cutlery 
factories. 

The  flippers  of  the  sea  lion  are  used  for  soles 
of  the  Aleut  waterproof  bool^:  the  skin  is 
convei'ted  into  coverings  ior  the  larj^e  open 
boats  known  as  "bidarras."'  These  boats  con- 
sist of  a  frame  of  wool  with  libs  imported 
from  the  Eastern  States.     The  lion  skins,  the 
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hair  slijivt'd  oiF,  arc  stretched  over  tlio  fniine, 
fifteen  or  twenty  hcinii:  sowed  together,  and 
when  dry  they  are  as  tii>ht  as  a  drum.  These 
l)oats  are  constructed  a])()ut  forty  feet  in  length 
and  ten  or  twelve  feet  beam,  with  a  carrying 
capacity  of  from  two  to  four  tons. 

Tiic  hidarra  is  the  favorite  craft  with  the 
seal  islanders  as  the  two-hole  hidarkie  is  M'itli 
the  Western  Aleuts,  the  three-holed  with  the 
Kadiackers,  and  the  til'tv-ibot  cedar  duiiouts 
with  tlic  Ilyda Indians.  The  natives  of  ditl'erent 
localities  stick  to  their  old  ideas  with  the  most 
ohdm'ate  prejudice,  those  who  use  the  two- 
IioUmI  l)idarkie  and  doul)k'-l)iaded  ])addle  beinii: 
near  neiulihors  to  those  who  insist  on  a  tiiree- 
lioled  ])()at  and  single-bhided  paddle.  The 
hidarrji  is  also  the  favorite  A\ith  tlie  Indians  of 
13ehrin2:  Straits,  beinir  naviixated  by  them  from 
the  American  to  the  Asiatic  shore. 

Sea  Otter  Island,  lyiiiii:  iil)out  live  miles  south- 
wardly  from  St.  Paul's,  is  another  landing-i)lacc 
for  the  fur  seal,  but  only  to  a  limited  extent. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  permanently 
inhabited,  some  marauders  were  in  the  habit  of 
landing  on  the  opposite  side,  where  they  could 
not  ))e  seen  from  St.  r'auFs,  and  killing  what- 
ever seal  they  could  tind,  without  regard  to  sex, 
a2*e,    or    condition.       The     company    reported 
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tlu'sc  fiic't.s  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
A\  ho  decided  that  the  intention  of  the  uct  under 
which  the  lease  was  authorized  appeared  to  he 
to  give  all  the  islands  of  the  group  to  the 
lessees,  for  the  regulation  of  the  traffic  and 
preservation  of  the  fur  seal.  Then,  as  the 
company  could  not  defend  Sea  Otter  Island, 
the  Government  was  asked  to  do  so,  and  now 
the  practice  is  to  leave  a  revenue  marine  guard 
there  durins:  the  sealin<»:  season. 

Sea  Otter  Island  is  famous  for  sea  fowls' 
ciTiXS,  and  also  for  foxes,  which  latter  so  infest 
the  place  that  a  former  revenue  marine  officer 
experienced  great  difficulty  in  keeping  the  ]>ests 
from  destrovins:  evervthini>'  dcstrovahle  in  liis 
cabin.  Birds'  eiiii-s  buried  beneath  the  floor 
were  ravished  by  these  cunning  animals,  which, 
durinii"  the  officer's  absence,  duir  under  tlie  walls 
and  made  their  way  into  the  house.  They  are 
principally  bhic  foxes,  such  as  are  found  on  St. 
Paul's  and  St.  (leoriic's. 

There  is  one  more,  Walrus  Island,  in  the 
Pr^'bilov  group,  al)()Ut  six  miles  eastward  from 
St.  Paul,  to  which  male  walruses  resort  in  con- 
siderable numbers  each  vear.  It  is  also  famous 
for  sea  fowl,  which  resort  thither  in  countless 
millions  for  breeding  purposes.  But  no  fur 
seals  are  killed  by  the  lessees  upon  either  Otter 
or  Walrus  islands. 
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As  only  natives  may  be  eniplo^^ed  to  kill  the 
seals,  no  whites  are  permitted  to  remain  upon 
the  Pryhilov  Ishinds  miless  either  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Slates  or  of  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial Company  —  except  the  liussian  priests. 
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THE   FUIl    WEST. 


f^  OING  from  the  fur  seal  islands  to  Attou 
^-^  we  lost  a  (lay.  Not  that  we  had  merely 
wasted  twenty-four  hours,  ])ut  wc  were  a  day 
behhid  the  Attou  people  in  our  account  of 
time. 

We  followed  (ireeley's  advice  to  an  extreme 
decree.  We  Avent  west  until  we  arrived  in  east 
lon<»;itude.  Havini»:  crossed  the  one  hundred 
and  einfhtieth  meridian  west  from  (Jrcenwich  we 
were  Ji  day  slower  by  our  reckoning  than  the 
real  time.  Accordinir  to  the  loo-hook  of  the 
"Rush"  and  the  private  journals  of  those  on 
board,  this  page  was  written  on  Saturday,  June 
21.  According  to  the  people  of  Attou  it  was 
Sunday,  June  22. 

The  l)ells  of  the  little  church  on  shore  were 
riniiins:  out  at  eiirht  oVlock  in  the  morn  ins:  for 
earlv  mass,  the  xVmerican  liaii"  was  Hvini>',  and 
the  people  were  wearing  their  very  best  calicoes 
and  newest  bird-skin  "parkas." 
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Attou  is  the  most  westerly  of  our  Aleutism 
islands,  the  extreme  western  settlement  of  the 
United  States,  and  only  two  hundred  miles  from 
Coi)per  Island,  the  nearest  Kussian  possession, 
which  from  its  situation  would  appear  to  1)e 
ji  eontinmition  of  the  volcanic  reef  strctchinir 
jicross  the  PaciHc  from  the  peninsula  of  Alaskii 
to  Kanitschatku,  which  latter  is  hut  u  trifle  over 
four  hundred  miU's  from  this  island.  Tiiis  dis- 
tance is  so  sliort  and  the  route  so  natural  that 
comnnmication  l)etween  Asia  and  America  this 
way  thousands  of  years  ago  may  be  assumed  to 
have  occurred  often  enough  to  stamp  a  record 
on  the  features  of  our  aborigines,  so-called. 

The  Aleuts  have  a  form,  face,  and  stature 
similar  to  some  of  the  Asiatic  races,  and  if  the 
Indians  on  the  main  land  are  taller,  leaner,  and 
more  muscular,  that  fact  may  be  due  to  different 
conditions  of  life  through  man}^  generations. 

Take  two  couples  of  one  tribe  and  place 
them  in  different  climates  where  they  subsist 
on  ditferent  food  and  practice  different  exer- 
cises and  games,  pursuing  different  occupations, 
two  hunting  in  boats,  the  others  indulging  in 
the  chase  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  and  in  a  few- 
generations  tlie  successors  of  the  two  couples 
woukl  present  what  might  at  first  appear  to 
be  distinct  races  of  people,  speaking  different 
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toniruO'S,  tlioiiuli  traces  of  u  coininon  oriiriii 
inii>iit  he  tbund.  Such  n  condition  of  alfairs 
would  account  for  the  ditfcrencc  between  our 
Aleuts  and  inland  tribes  of  Indians. 

Tercnty  Prokopiefr,  th:;  "  Tyone  "  or  Chief  of 
Attou,  is  an  Aleut,  tiftv-tive  years  of  a<::e.  lie 
is  a  deacon  or  sub-priest  of  the  Russian  Church, 
reads  and  writes  in  Russian,  and  is  airent  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  who  have  a  store 
here.  There  are  stories  current  of  many  wrecks 
from  the  East  comini*'  on  shore  here,  but  the 
Tyone  knows  of  only  two  occurrini»-  in  his  time. 
In  1853  a  Japanese  junk  came  ashore  keel 
uppermost,  and  at  the  same  time  three  dead 
l)odies  were  found  on  the  beach,  none  l)eini;- 
left  to  tell  the  tale  of  their  voyaii'e  further  than 
mii»'ht  be  inferred  from  inverted  l)ark  and  stark 
corpses.  But  in  1S()1  another  junk  from  Japan 
was  discovered  l)y  some  otter-hunters  who  were 
out  at  sea  in  ])idarkies  from  Attou. 

The  hunters  were  shy  of  the  stranoers,  who 
also  had  fears  for  their  lives,  visions  of  pirates 
and  cannibals  scuddinir  athwart  tlie  excitcMl 
imaginations  of  both  parties.  The  Aleuts 
})addled  hurriedly  toward  shore,  and,  encour- 
aged by  this  turn  in  aftairs  and  urged  by 
necessity,  the  voyagers  from  another  land 
folio w^ed.      They  got   on    shore,  when    it  was 
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(li.seovercd  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  island 
that  tlicir  visitors  consisted  of  only  three 
Japanese,  Avho  had  heen  driftinsi;  for  days 
without  provisions  and  without  water,  four 
of  their  sliii)niates,  inehiding'  their  captain  and 
mate,    havini>"    died    at    sea. 

The  storm-tossed  Asiatics  were  taken  in  l)y 
the  hospitable  Aleuts,  kept  here  for  eight 
months  till  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Alex- 
ander, which  conveyed  them  to  Eastern  Si- 
beria, where  they  disembarked  to  make  their 
way  home  overland.  There  are  no  records 
here  in  Attou  of  the  first  comino-  of  ships 
from  the  w^estward,  nor  have  the  present 
people  any  idea  of  their  oriiiin  bejond  a 
tradition   of  a   hazy  character. 

The  old  people  here  talk  of  wars  long 
since,  time  without  date,  between  the  inhab 
itants  of  Attou  and  those  of  islands  to  the 
eastward.  A  common  story  is  that  on  one 
occasion  the  people  of  AtUa,  live  hundred 
miles  to  the  eastward,  came  to  Attou  and 
})rocee(led  to  exterminate  the  natives.  When 
they  departed  they  congratulated  themselves 
on  their  complete  success  and  went  home 
rejoicing.  Three  or  four  3'ears  afterward, 
however,  some  hunters  discovered  that  one 
woman    had    escaped,    and    lived    to    wander 
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about    all    this   time    in    soliludo   as  j-rcat   as 
that  ox[H'ri(MH'<Ml    hy    l\N)l)iiis()ii   Crusoe. 

ritvinir  Iht  lone  condition  or  r(M)ontiiiu'  Ihcir 
abortive  attempt  at  eoni})lete  i\\terniination, 
they  left  one  of  their  own  nunil)er  iiere,  and 
tlie  result  was  the  rep()})ulation  of  the  island. 
This  sounds  somewhat  like  an  ()ri(!ntal  tale 
of  the  oriirin  of  a  people,  and  whether  true 
or  false  it  is  hardly  worth  eontradietini^.  Similar 
stories  are  told  of  other  portions  of  Alaska. 

It  is  said  that  thive  hundred  and  tiftv 
years  aii'o  Heree  wars  prevailetl  between  the 
men  of  Kadiak  and  those  of  Onalaska.  Ex- 
cursions were  fre(|uent  from  one  island  to  the 
other,  seven  hundred  miles  distant,  and  it  gen- 
erally oeeurred  that  the  attacking  i)arty  got 
the  best  of  these  tights,  a  result  of  which 
was  that  the  victors  carried  the  wonum  of 
the  vanquished  away  to  their  own  dominions. 
This  necessitated  retaliation  an<l  the  carrying 
of  the  opposite  party's  wonuMi  home  by  way 
of  reprisals.  It  was  like  the  matches  and 
return  games  of  base-ball  clubs,  cricketers, 
and  sharp-shooters  of  the  ])resent  day  in  the 
United  States,  except  there  was  more  real 
sport,  less  eating  and  drinking,  and  more  valu- 
able prizes,   it  is  to  be  ho})ed. 

The  population  of  Attou  consists  of  one  hun- 
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(Ircd  and  thirty-two  persons,  tho  poorest  of  the 
poor  uniong  lluj  Ahuitians.  The  T^^one,  how- 
ever, cjin  rcnieniher  when  the  ishmd  contained 
ji  irreat  many  more  peo})]e,  who  liave  died  or 
U'one  to  hunt  a  livinir  where  it  may  he  more 
certainly  obtained.  These  one  hun(h'ed  and 
tiiirtv-two  ])ers(ms,  of  whom  onlv  thirty-four 
men  and  l)oys  are  al)le  to  hunt,  owe  the  Ahiska 
Connneniial  (V)m])anv  tive  thousand  doHars  for 
ijoods  to  keep  them  alive.  There  Avas  a  time 
when  Attou  Avas  considered  the  centre  of  the 
best  sea-otter-huntin<2^  re<>:ion  in  Hehring  Sea, 
but  wanton  cruisers  came  in  as  soon  as  the  Kus- 
sians  Avere  bou<»:ht  out,  and  with  2'uns  con- 
stantly  in  the  hands  of  their  hunters  in  small 
boats,  hunting-  at  all  seasons,  discharging"  tire- 
arms,  leaving  otlal  upon  the  rocks  and  islands, 
the  otter  began  to  disapjiear  rapidly.  The  rev- 
enue steamers  comini>"  hito  these  Avaters  later 
have  driven  the  maraud in<>:  schooners  awav,  but 
serious  damaire  was  done  before  their  cominn;. 
Durin<r  Russian  rule,  the  Tvone  savs,  the 
people  here  captured  from  three  hundred  to 
seven  hundred  sea  otter  a  year,  but  of  late 
years  from  twenty  to  thirty  skins  are  all  that 
they  get.  The  company  has  been  trying  to  get 
the  people  of  this  island  to  move  to  the  main- 
land, where  they  could   be  supported  at  less 
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cost.  Hut,  like  ollior  poor  peo])lc,  those  of 
Attoii  cling  to  their  iin})()verishe(l  homes,  which 
consist  merely  of  ji  lew  earthen  huts,  with  not  a 
hundred  dollars  worth  of  furniture  in  the  entire 
settlement.  But  the  hones  of  their  dead  rela- 
tives are  buried  here  in  the  sand  heside  the  half 
underground  habitations  of  the  living,  and  there- 
fore the  people  refuse  to  go. 

The  store  may  be  taken  away,  but  the  a<»;cnt, 
who  is  Tyone  and  deacon,  will  remain  with 
his  people,  and  with  them  trust  to  the  sea  to 
furnish  them  food,  clothiuir,  and  fuel.  Some 
of  these  Attou  people  go  now  for  a  year  with- 
out tea  or  flour,  unless  in  case  of  sickness,  when 
the  agent  issues  some  indispensil)le  article  out 
of  the  company's  stock,  and  enters  the  proper 
amount  of  debit  u[)on  the  company's  l)()oks, 
without  much  hope  of  ever  seeing  the  account 
cancelled,  unless  the  otter  comes  back.  This 
seems  to  be  a  remote  contingency,  but  possibly 
it  may  occur. 

Of  vco-etables,  canned  snoods,  and  the  many 
little  comforts  of  civilization  these  people  know 
nothing  except  by  tradition.  Now,  in  the  sum- 
mer solstice,  the  peaks,  two  thousand  feet  in 
height,  surrounding  the  settlement,  are  covered 
Avitli  snow%  drifts  of  which,  fallen  last  winter, 
still  lie  \\\  the  gulches  at  the  rear  of  the  huts. 
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^t'carly  all  the  cliildrcn  run  a])()ul  harct'ootod 
and  harelcffij-ed,  with  a  little  .sliirt  or  l)ird-.skin 
gown  as  their  only  coverini!;.  At  least,  most  of 
them  were  in  that  condition  until  the  arrival  of 
the  "  Hush,"  the  otfieers  of  which,  seein<x  their 
destitution  last  year,  came  provided  on  this 
cruise  with  l)a":s  of  clotliinir,  not  onlv  for  the 
children,  hut  for  women,  some  of  whom  Avere 
but  scantily  arrayed  for  either  sunnner  or  win- 
ter. They  have  been  tiUed  up,  too,  witli  bread 
and  —  what  the}'  prize  most  of  all  —  L^ood  tea, 
with  sui^ar  to  sweeten  it.  This  makes  them 
happy  for  the  time,  and  the}'  look  forward  to  a 
year's  diet  on  dried  tisli,  as  the  sta})le  article  of 
food,  with  the  consoling  confidence  that  another 
day  will  come  next  summer,  when  the  little 
steamer  may  drop  anchor  in  the  harbor,  to 
afford  them  another  season  of  tea  and  bread, 
with  second-hand  dresses  for  the  women  and 
children. 

Even  Attou,  poor  and  destitute  as  the  people 
are,  has  a  church,  and,  although  m>  pi;«jst  has 
been  here  for  several  years,  services  ar*.  held  on 
every  Sunday,  conmiencing  on  Satind  ly  even- 
ing at  sunset.  The  rite  of  baptism  is  adminis- 
tered by  the  chief,  but  he  cannot  perform  the 
marria<2:e  ceremonv  nor  administer  connnunion. 
When  the  next  priest  comes  he  will  have  plenty 
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to    do    tiuht(Miinu:  the   inntriinonial    kiii)is    that 
liave  h('(!n  h)()selv  tonuod  in  the  interim. 

The  hnuhcr  in  the  little  churcli,  \\w.  walls  of 
which  arc  not  higher  than  a  man's  iiead,  has 
hoon  sawed  out  of  (h'iftwood,  most  of  it  proh- 
ahly  comiiii>-  from  tlu^  Vucon  liiver.  A  framt^ 
of  four  upriii'lits,  with  as  many  eross-pieces  and 
a  whip-saw,  constitute  the  lunil)er  factory  at  At- 
tou ;  and  the  sea  furnishes  the  loi^s,  for  not  a 
stick  of  timber  as  larue  as  a  bean-})()le  i»rows 
upon  any  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  The  roof  of 
the  church  is  thatched  with  dried  ijrass,  which 
JKU'e   grows   tall    and  coarse,  one  variet}'  like 
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Just  outside  of  the  front  door  of  the  church 
is  a  little  pavilion  or  belfry,  u})on  the  top  of 
which  a  man  standing  upon  the  ground  couhl 
put  his  hand.  Under  the  four-^ided  roof  of 
this  modest  structure  hannf  two  bells  irreen  with 
age  and  dampness.  All  the  churches  in  these 
settlements  have  a  number  of  bells,  that  at  St. 
Paul's  boasting  a  full  octave,  but  in  other  and 
humbler  connnunities  there  are  from  two  to  tive 
bells,  handed  down  from  the  davs  of  lvu>isi;m 
rule.  In  Sitka  and  Onalaska  they  hang  high 
in  towers  above  the  church,  aspiring  to  the 
heavens,  but  in  poor  places,  such  as  Attou,  they 
are  found  close  to  the  earth,  though  possibly 
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clrjiwiiig-  w()rsln])pei's  quite  as  near  to  God. 
After  clmreli  on  Sunday  evening  it  is  no  harm 
to  liave  a  dance  ;  but  on  Saturday  eveninir  such 
a  step  is  a  sin  in  Alaska. 

If  tlie  original  Aleuts  were  not  worshippers 
of  the  sea,  it  nmst  have  been  because  when  they 
were  cast  a'.vav  here  from  the  Asiatic  coast 
their  idol-worshipi)ing  proclivities  could  not  l)e 
washed  out  of  them  b\  the  illimitable  waters. 
But  had  Christians  never  discovered  this  peo- 
ple, and  had  some  a])()riginal  religious  reformer 
risen  among  them,  he  nuist  certainly  have 
located  the  All-<iood  in  tUo,  sea.  It  was  to  the 
sea  that  thev  ori<»inallv  looked  for  food,  rai- 
ment,  fuel,  and  means  of  locoinotion.  They 
remain  in  that  condition  to  tlie  })resent  day.  A 
few  berries  grow  ui)on  the  Aleutian  Ishmds, 
but  there  is  not  an  island  from  Sitka  to  Attou 
tliat  is  fit  for  agricultural  purposes.  lIo\\  coidd 
ihere  be,  with  snow  on  all  the  hills,  down  to 
the  Avater's  edii'e  in  midsummer? 

The  sun  is  worshipped  by  many  people  as 
the  origin  of  the  jirinciple  of  life,  l.ut  how 
could  reverciitial  thoughts  be  directed  to  that 
orb  in  a  Irmd  where  he  is  not  visible  once  a 
month?  AVhat  good  could  come  froni  so  cold 
and  carelesx  a  (lod?  P)ut  the  sea  brimrs  fish,  on 
which  the  Aleuts  live  year  in  and  year  out.     It 
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furnishes  sea-otter,  the  lur  of  wliieh  is  of  the 
finest,  niid,  l)efore  heinii'  t;ik('ii  in  hand  by  the 
Christians  of  the  Czar,  these  l)arharians  eould 
afford  to  wear  sea-otter  ek)aks.  The  sea  is  the 
home  of  tlie  waterfowl  which  furnislies  eii'iTs  and 
poultry.  When  lish,  e:n;ii's,  and  fowl  fail,  sea- 
urehins  are  made  to  sup[)ly  their  places,  and  in 
seasons  of  greatest  distress  kelp  becomes  an 
article  of  food.  The  sea  brini>"s  nood  for  fuel 
and  timber  for  the  interiors  of  their  ea.rthen 
huts,  and  u})on  the  ])os()ni  of  the  waters  these 
people  i)addle  in  buoyant  barks  of  sea-lion  skin 
for  business  or  i)leasure.  fhey  owe  ncHhmg  to 
the  land  but  their  mud  hovels,  and  the  island 
was  ui)lieaved  from  the  generous  sea  to  afford 
them  their  restino-l)lace.  The  sesi  is  virtually 
their  home  and  their  existence.  "A\'ithout  it 
they  nuist  die. 

No  flour,  no  vegetables  of  any  sort  are  s(»en 
in  most  of  these  Aleutian  huts  from  beginniug 
to  end  of  the  year.  Fish  is  their  staple,  and, 
for  long  times  together,  their  onlv  article  of 
food,  lubricated  occasionally  by  oil  ;  and  fish  are 
plentiful  around  all  of  these  islaud^.  Here 
they  have  salmon,  trout,  flounders,  codfish,  aud 
a  sort  of  kcli)fish,  very  fat  1)ut  (hdic.'ite  and 
nutritous.  This  is  the  best  of  all,  though 
salmon    forms   tlie    greatc^st   sourct^    of   su|)ply. 
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The  kolp-fish  is  Jihout  the  size  of  mackerel,  but 
the  stripes  upon  its  body  are  shaded  from  a  dull 
brown  to  a  Ijrinlit  yelh)\v.  At  first  oliince  the 
stripes  remind  one  of  the  deep  brown  kelp, 
touched  out  with  yellow  ochre.  Tiiese  tisli  can- 
not be  caught  with  hook  and  line,  but  are 
speared  down  amon<>'  the  rocks,  and  con- 
se(j[uently  they  can  only  be  taken  in  smooth 
water.     They,  like  salmon,  are  dried  for  Avinter 


use. 


The  salmon  here  arc  not  lai'ge,  nor,  at  this 
season,  fat.  They  are  dry  and  almost  without 
flavor.  The  men  of  the  steamer  hauled  a  seine 
at  the  mouth  of  a  creek  near  the  villaae  Jind 
caught  a  sufHcient  supply  of  salmon  for  use  on 
the  vovaire,  and  thouuli  the  fish,  when  cleaned 
and  laid  out,  had  bright  orange  color  within, 
MJiich,  tipped  at  the  tail  and  edged  at  the  sides 
with  silver,  i)resented  a  pretty  picture  they 
were  generally  pronounced  pooj  eating,  this 
'-'  a  delicacy,  of  course.  For  a  steady  diet, 
with  not  much  else  to  accompan}^  it,  no  doubt 
salmon  is  a  most  valuable  article  of  food,  for 
its  very  dryness  insures  the  possibility  of  its 
being  eaten  for  a  long  time  without  repugnance. 

Tlie  women  of  Attou  are  of  a  retiring  dis- 
position, and  though  they  may  be  poor  and 
hungry,  do  not  beg — except  for  tobacco.    After 
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all  they  have  endured  throiiii-h  lack  of  food  and 
clothing,  lillinu:  tlieni  up  with  tea  and  bread  and 
putting  clean  dresses  upon  them,  si  ill  leaves  a 
want  which  onlv  tobacco  can  supi)lv.  It  may 
be  discouraging,  but  it  is  true.  Savages  and 
barl)arians  seem  to  have  a  natural  cravini*'  for 
the  weed,  although  its  use  is  su[)posed  in  civil- 
ized countries  to  be  the  result  of  a  cuHivated 
or  ])erverted  taste  —  accordini;  to  the  views  of 
(,      0  who  use  or  eschew  it. 
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places  ^\■c  visited.  Tlie  islniid,  one  of 
the  Aleutian  eluiin,  runs  to  sliar[)  j)()ints,  vrliieh 
look  as  thouii'li  thev  would  wash  awav,  but  it 
is  a  solid  rock  at  bottom  nearly  all  the  w.iy 
around,  mid  it  stands  the  assaults  of  the  sea 
very  well.  The  settlement  was  supposed  not 
to  be  of  ji  permanent  ciiaraeter.  About  twent}'- 
five  hunters  were  brouiiht  here;  in  May  from 
Atka,  tm  island  three  hundr'nl  miles  to  the  east- 
ward, for  sea-otter  huntinii",  and  tiiey  were  to 
return  in  the  fall.  Thev  brouuht  their  families 
with  them,  and  fixed  u\)  barabaras  in  a  sand 
ridi»e  so  steep  and  narrow  that  the  dwelliuirs  on 
one  side,  facing  the  sea,  minht  be  opened  into 
those  behind  them,  facinii"  inland,  in  a  few  hours 
by  a  couple  of  sappers  and  miners.  All  of  the 
habitations  of  these  ])eo])le  were  huddled  to- 
irethcr  irreirularlv,  wherever  the  formation  of 
the  ridii'e  was  such  as  to  oiler  a  chance  for  the 
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gre[ite.st  iinHUint  of  undcriiround  space  with  the 
least  {iinoant  of  diggiuii".  The  people  here 
iiuiiibered  one  hundred  and  one  persons. 

Looking  around,  as  you  stand  upon  the  sum- 
mit of  tliis  ridge,  you  see  nothing  that  looks 
like  human  hal)itations,  but,  descendinii-  to  either 
side,  a  small  do(jr,  three  feet  in  heii»ht  and  a 
foot  and  a  half  in  Avidtli,  may  l)e  seen.  The 
i>round  is  so  duij:  out  as  to  form  a  descendinir 
grade  toward  the  door.  Above  the  surface  is  a 
small  mound  of  sand,  which  looks  as  u  it  might 
have  been  blown  up  by  the  wind,  having  no 
rcirular  form.  Grass  in  scattered  bunches  waves 
upon  the  mound,  as  it  does  on  other  portions 
of  the  ridge. 

To  enter  at  the  little  doorway  a  man  nmst 
cither  turn  his  face  toward  the  outside  and  go 
in  backward,  which  movement  affords  an  oppor- 
tunity to  reach  one  leg  down  into  the  descend- 
ing hallwt.y,  or  he  can  get  down  upo'i  his 
haunches  and  squeeze  through,  his  shoulders 
rubbing  the  top  of  the  entrance  as  he  l)ends  his 
head  so  as  not  to  bump  it.  The  visitor  will 
then  descend  along  a  corridor  or  outward  apart- 
ment, wnere  the  small  tire})!rtce  is  set  otf  beneath 
a  hole  in  the  roof  to  the  imier  room,  where  the 
Aleut  can  stand  erect,  l)ut  the  averai»:e  Ameri- 
can  bo'vs  his  head  to  save  the  rafters.     Here, 
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in  Jin  apjirtmciit  about  six  by  eight  feet  on  the 
sides,  reside  the  Aleutian  otter-hunter,  liis  wife, 
and  two  or  three  ehikU-en,  and  i>enerally  one  or 
more  rehitives  of  either  the  luisband  or  Avife. 
A  short  bed  on  each  side  aceonnnodates  tlieni 
all.  The  bed  eonsists  i»enerallv  of  i>rass  mats 
spread  upon  the  tloor  within  the  spaee  defined 
b}'  a  pole  four  or  live  feet  in  length,  laid  upon 
the  ground  to  kcej)  the  bedding  from  going 
adrift  around  the  room. 

Onee  within,  the  visitor  sees  that  the  walls  of 
this  Aleutian  residenee  arc  made  bv  di<rii'in<»:  the 
sand  out,  stakes  beiiig  set  up  to  keep  the  sides 
from  caving  in.  Uprights,  stringers,  and  rafters 
of  driftwood  are  put  up,  and  sand  from  the 
hillside  shoveled  down  upon  them  for  a  roof. 
The  floor  and  portions  of  tli'-  sides  are  covered 
with  mattinijc  made  of  dried  irrass  ;  a  box  or 
two  wdiich  hold  the  dothinii-  of  Hk;  faniilv,  and 
a  cheap  clock,  complete  the  kit  of  I'urniture  ;  a 
religious  picture  is  in  every  barabara,  and  in 
most  of  them  a  bottle  containing-  holv  Avater 
hangs  beside  the  sacred  work  of  art,  Avhich  may 
be  worth  ten  cents  by  the  dozen.  A  piece  of 
transi)arent  sea-lion  intestine  in  the  roof  serves 
for  a  skylight. 

Of  such  habitations  as  that  just  described 
there  are  twenty   or  twenty-five    in   the   sand 
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ri(lu{»  cn'erlookiiiii:  tlic  Kvslika  li;irl)()r.  The 
cliiirch  does  not  ore:itlv  diU'er  in  urchiteetural 
points  from  tiie  residences,  except  that  it  is 
loiiirer  and  consists  of  oidy  one  apartment.  All 
the  other  churches  we  have  seen  in  Alaskan 
settlements  contrive  to  have  a  sanctuarv  con- 
tainiiii*-  the  altar,  which  is  concealed  from  the 
view  of  worshii)pers  hy  a  curtain,  when  th(;  sol- 
emn mystery  of  the;  transuhstantiation  is  takinii' 
place  ;  hut  here  circumstances  seem  not  to  ad- 
mit of  such  an  a))artment  without  dii»'i»-ini»*  into 
the  house  in  the  rear,  liesides,  there  is  not 
an  ordained  priest  here,  the  services  being  only 
such  as  may  be  i)erformed  by  a  deacon.  Yet 
the  people  must  have  a  church,  thouiih  they  are 
compelled  to  st()0[)  down  and  crawl  in  one  at  ii 
time,  and  in  si)ite  of  the  fact  that  a  man  cannot 
stand  erect  jiirainst  the  sides  when  in.  Stand- 
ini»'  upon  the  ridire  the  church  would  not  be 
noticed  were  it  not  for  a  small  cross  stickini>-  u}) 
in  a  slio-htly  raised  mound  of  sand,  and  it  is 
only  by  <>()inu'  around  to  the  low  door  in  front 
that  evidences  of  an  entrance  into  the  side  of  the 
hill  are  discovered. 

Farther  are  three  wooden  double  crosses. 
These,  surrounded  by  habitations  of  the  livini":, 
indicate  the  cemetery,  three  otter-hunt<M's  hav- 
ing  been    capsized   and    drowned   at  sea  here- 
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Jibouts  a  year  airo.  Such  casualtios  do  occur 
notwitlistaudinii"  tlic  skill  used  in  haiidlinu:  their 
hidarkics.  That  year  the  i)art y  captured  uiue- 
t^'-two  sea-otter,  but  as  yet  few  have  been 
taken. 

Only  one  otter  was  seen  around  Kyshka 
since  the  party  came  in  ^lay,  —  it  is  now 
June  20,  —  but  all  of  the  men  excei)t  two  are 
out  on  the  reefs  and  rocks  Ivinii'  adjacent  to 
this  island,  and  ])y  fall  thev  may  brinu: 
in  enough  to  make  a  profitable  season  of  it. 
AVhether  or  not  they  <ro  back  in  the  fall  to 
Atka  depends  on  the  agent  at  Onalaska,  who 
regulates  these  aflairs,  sending  parties  out  in 
his  schooners  when  desired,  and  takina*  them 
off  when   considered    most   expedient. 

Although  no  ofi'oat  amount  of  fur  has  as 
yet  been  obtained,  the  people  seem  nuich 
])etter  off  than  those  at  Attou,  a  great  deal  of 
which  may  be  due  to  industry.  The  women 
here  are  tidy  in  tlieir  dress,  and  the  barabaras 
arc  kept  much  neater  than  in  Attou,  where  one 
could  not  make  a  charitable  visit  without  ex- 
periencing a  feeling  of  uneasiness  as  to  what 
might  be  invoiuntarily  carried  away.  Possibly 
the  mingling  with  whites,  Finlanders,  Russians, 
and  others  at  Atka  has  led  these  people  into 
ways   of  cleanliness  which  the   more   westerh' 
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Aleuts  pali){il)ly  stand  in  grcjit  need  of.  A 
large  amount  of  charity  in  the  way  of  a  eliange 
of  elean  clothing  niigiit  well  be  heslowed  u[)()ii 
Attou,  but  at  least  a  box  of  kitchen  soap  should 
go  with  it,  and  the  people  should  be  compelled 
to  use  it  energetically. 

The  Aleuts  now  upon  Kyshka  are  probably 
hai)})ier  than  they  would  be  if  in  Atka,  for 
although  they  get  no  Hsh  th(>y  have  })lenl3'  of 
sea-lion  meat.  At  the  time  of  our  visit  meat 
and  nippers  were  hanging  upon  })ol('s  to  dry, 
and  the  stomachs  of  sea  lions  tilled  with  blub- 
ber lay  around  on  the  ground  ri[)('ning.  The 
blubber  is  cut  and  packed  into  these  paunches, 
which  are  lar<»:e  enoui2:h  to  hold  fifteen  or 
twenty  gallons,  and  the  ()i)ening  l)eing  securely 
tied,  they  remain  in  this  condition  till  decompo- 
sition occurs,  when,  rancid  and  unpleastmt  as  it 
would  be  to  some  people,  the  oil  is  acceptable 
to  the  Aleuts,  young  and  old,  as  honey  to  the 
followers  of  jMoses  in  the  desert.  From  the 
great  paunches  of  the  sea  lion  it  is  poured  into 
bladders  and  kept  at  hand  ready,  like  golden 
syrup,  to  be  poured  over  the  dried  seal  or  sea- 
lion  meat,  or  fish,  as  the  case  may  be,  when  it 
forms  a  luxurious  lubricator.  When  the  weaned 
baby  wakes  up  crying  in  the  night,  a  small  skin 
of  rancid  oil  is  put  to  its  mouth,  and  as   the 
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.smooth  liquid  glides  down  its  tliroiil,  it  acts  like 
soolliing  syi'ii}),  :ind  under  its  niagicjd  iullueut'o 
tlio  little  darling  sinks  to  sleej)  again  and  re- 
sunics  its  pleasant  dreams  of  heautit'ul  angels 
with  tli})pers  for  wings,  tlocking  about  the  beach 
or  in  the  water. 

In  addition  to  sea  lion  the  women  and 
children  of  Kyshka,  Avhose  luisbands  and 
fathers  were  away  hunting  the  sea -otter, 
were  revelling  in  whale-meat  and  blubber,  a 
grampus  having  come  ashore  on  the  morning 
of  our  arrival.  Consequently  they  were  hai)py. 
When  there  is  plenty^  of  meat  and  blubber  at 
home  and  the  men  are  abroad,  atfairs  <»()  on 
quietly  but  rather  monotonously  in  an  Aleutian 
settlement.  It  recpiires  the  men  to  obtain 
sugar,  manufacture  cpiass,  get  drunk,  and 
beat  their  Avives  to   drive  dull  care  away. 

In  the  year  1<S()5  the  pcojde  of  Ounmak 
Island  discovered  smoke  or  .steam  ascending 
from  the  sea  about  tliirty  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  them.  The  va})or  was  succeeded  by 
fire  and  ashes,  and  the  volcanic  erui)tion  con- 
tinued till  an  island  or  rock  Avas  created, 
Avhich  now  forms  one  of  the  most  strikiniz;  of 
the  Aleutians,  all  of  which  are  bold  and 
picturesque.  This  latest  formation  of  the 
archipelago,    an    island    known    to   have    been 
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rnisod  up  out  ol"  the  sen  witliiii  tlic  inoinory 
of  ni.'iu,  \v;is  iianuMl  tor  St.  John,  the  Theo- 
loiiian  ( r)()ii-()sh)V ).  Soino  portions  of  tho 
oi'iiiiuiil  t'orniation  hav(^  lallon  down,  it  would 
appear,  for  it  is  certainly  not  now  so  larii'e 
us  it  is  reported  to  liave  been.  Its  heiii'lit 
is  about  two  hundred  and  seventy  feet,  and  its 
lenn'th  aIoni>'  tlie  crest  from  nortii  to  souUi,  — 
its  loni»"est  line  —  is  somewhat  over  rtve  hun- 
dred feet.  It  rises  from  the  water's  edi>'e  on 
both  sides  to  a  sliarp  ridii'e,  the  walls  beini^ 
as  stee})  as  a  (iothic  roof.  A  few  hundred 
yards  out  from  the  northernmost  extremity 
of  tho  island  stands  a  ])illar  sixty-seven  feet 
hii»"h,  lo()kini>'  at  u  distance  like  a  sentinel 
posted  to  keep  watch  for  the  a[)pr()ach  of  an 
cnem\'. 

As  we  first  saw  Bogoslov  it  loomed  dindy 
throuirh  the  distance  of  a  misty  atmosphere  in 
a  threateninii'  manner,  its  si/e  being-  apparently 
magniticHl  by  tlie  tliick  weatlier.  As  we  ap- 
])r()ached,  and  its  dim  outlines  were  shari)entMl 
into  jagged  points  all  along  its  summits,  flocks 
of  seu  birds  l)egan  to  circle  out  around  the 
steamer,  at  first  keejnng  a  respectful  distance, 
but  as  other  flocks  sailed  out  to  reinforce  the 
skirmishers  all  canu;  whirling  closer  and  closer 
to  inspect  the  strange  visitor,  for  shijjs  seldom 
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sail  witliin  siiilit  of  lioiroslov.  Next  m  band  of 
sea  lions  aj)i)('ar('(l  on  our  port  Iieani,  (heir 
sharp  noses  sticUing  out  of  the  water  like  ho<»s, 
niakinir  tlieir  wav  toward  th(^  roek  which  is 
their  (lihraltar.  Lookinii-  surprised  at  the 
steamer,  Mliich  was  between  them  and  the 
island,  thev  finally  settled  down  out  of  si«»ht 
beneath  the  waves. 

Sharper  now  l)eeame  the  projeetions  of  the 
roek,  and  the  munber  of  1)irds  thickened  the 
air  as  we  steamed  ahead  throuuh  the  mist.  Ap- 
proaehiuii"  still  nearer,  the  sky  overliani>ing  the 
island  was  absolutely  blackened  by  ))irds  on  the 
^vin^',  thut  swunii'  and  careered  over  their  rocky 
home  as  mos(j[uit()es  are  seen  to  darken  the  air 
at  wood-landings  in  the  cyeninu'  along  the  upi)er 
jNIissouri  Riyer.  The  sky  was  almost  shut  out 
from  view  by  ])irds. 

At  the  foot  of  this  immense  rock,  and  from 
end  to  end,  the  narrow  beach  is  fringed  with 
sea  lions  which  occupy  the  base  as  water  fowl 
liold  possession  up  above.  The  foaming  waves 
which  break  on  the  scattered  fallen  boulders 
foi'bid  the  approach  of  a  l)oat,  and  as  the  sides 
ar(!  too  steep  for  scaling,  the  inhabitants  above 
and  below  rest  in  apparent  security  from  ma- 
raudinii"  man.  The  fat,  chubby,  oblouii*  murre, 
which  at  lirst  came   to  meet  us  in  lonii:   lines. 
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ciivliiiii"  jiromul  the  vessel  from  stem  to  slcni 
witli  sidelong  looks,  as  if  inspeetini:'  liuli  and 
riuirinn;,  folloned  us  out  with  an  impudent  air 
of  inviting-  us  to  eome  and  get  them  if  we  eouid. 

These  birds,  thoui^h  stronic  on  the  winu'  when 
once  in  the  air,  arc  so  sliort  and  stout  that,  un- 
less heading  toward  the  wind,  tiiey  exi)erienee 
trouble  in  ri.sini>'  from  the  water.  IJeing  alarmed 
when  floating  on  the  waves  they  throw  out 
their  short  wings  and  llap  and  flutter  like  gos- 
lings making  an  unsuccessful  attempt  at  flight. 
With  the  wind  abaft  they  often  fail  to  rise  at 
.'  ''  and  after  half-running  and  flapi)ing  on  the 
*U'e  of  the  water  for  a  few  rods,  their 
webbed  feet  aidinu;  in  sustainini?  them,  thev 
suddenly  bethink  fhemselves  of  another  way  of 
escape,  and,  like  alarmcMl  prab-ie  dogs  starting 
into  the  first  holes  thev  can  find,  they  plunii-e 
i)eneatli  the  waves,  and  are  seen  no  more. 

There  are  other  volcanic  rocks  and  islands, 
and  there  are  active  volcanoes,  too,  on  the 
course  we  have  traveled  from  Attou  to  Bogos- 
lov,  among  the  most  noted  of  which  are  fhe 
Four  Mountains.  It  may  be  repeated  that 
there  is  not  a  bit  of  tame  scenery  in  the  Aleu- 
tian Archipelago  from  the  peninsula  to  the  west- 
ern limit  of  our  possessions.  ^Fountains  of 
fhe  most  picturcs(|ue  character  rise  abruptly  out 
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of  tlic  sea,  their  summits  heins:  veiled  in  elouds 
or  banks  of  mist,  their  sides  eovered  Avith 
snow.  We  have  been  eruising  along-  the 
Ahiskan  mainland  and  islands  from  May  to 
July  fi'om  C;ii)e  Fox  to  Attou.  and  never  yet 
have  we  seen  land  without  snow.  Not  alone 
})aeked  high  u})  in  eool  crevices,  but  down 
ahnost  to  the  water's  edo-e.  Yet  the  au-icul- 
tural  resources  of  this  country  are  actually 
asserted  by  certain  writers  on  Alaska  to  equal 
those  of  New  Enghuid,  where  corn  cakes  and 
[)umpkin  pies  flourish.  At  Four  Mountains, 
one  of  the  islands  passed  on  the  run  from 
Attou  mununies  are  found  in  a  cave,  and 
thou<i:h  we  did  not  touch  at  tlie  island  and  con- 
secpiently  could  not  have  descended  into  the 
cave  to  resurrect  any  of  the  remains,  the  writer 
saw  at  least  one  nuimmy  snid  to  have  been 
brought  from  Four  ^lountnins  :  and  re})orts  of 
them  having  been  once  deposited  there  in  num- 
bers are  too  well  juitiienticated  to  bo  doubted. 
It  is  stated  that  previous  to  having  been  con- 
verted to  C^hristianity  it  was  the  custom  of  the 
Vleutii  to  siibject  their  dead  heroes  to  the  con- 
densing influences  of  a  stream  of  cold  water  for 
a  niunber  of  days,  after  which  the  "  subject "  was 
.'vlwnys  placed  in  a  sitting  posture  within  a  cave, 
wb.ere  the  flesh  hardened  and  remained  Uiwn  the 
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bones.  The  process  was  i  simple  and  oftective 
water  cure,  l)iit  is  most  worthy  of  consideration 
in  contrast  witli  the  custom  of  southeastern 
Alaska  and  IJritish  Coluinl)ia  Indians,  who  burn 
the  bodies  of  their  dead,  while  those  of  the 
plains  lay  the  remains  away  in  tree  tops  or  up 
on  poles  to  dry.  On  the  Aleutian  Islands  fuel 
is  so  scarce  as  to  be  mora  precious  than  dead 
bodies,  even  of  heroes,  and  it  could  not  be  ap- 
propriated to  cremation,  l)ut  water  was  found 
to  answer  the  purposes  of  preservation  and  it 
was  cheap.  In  southeastern  Alaska  and  British 
Columbia  the  supply  of  wood  is,  to  the  Indian 
mind,  inexhauslil)le  and  there  the  dead  are 
by  tire  preserved  from  corruption.  On  the 
plains  the  sun-ii-od  rarities  the  atmosphere  till  it 
is  all-sufficient  to  mummify  the  dead  body ;  and 
so  the  children  of  nature  live  upon  nature 
wherever  they  may  be,  always  having  their 
ideas  ol  th.e  future  colored  by  their  surround- 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


OUll   ARCTIC   llELATIONS. 


T3ETURNIXG  from  the  ^vestern  extremity 

-^  *'    of  the  Aleutian  Iskinds  to  Onalaska,  the 

"Rush"  was  coaled,  watered,  and  prepared  for 

another  cruise.     On  July  10  she  steamed  out 

from  Onalaska  harbor,  headed  northward,  and 

was  soon  under  the  encouraging  influences  of  a 

southwesterly  l)reeze  which  promised  to  he  of 

great  assistance.     On  the  next  day,  however, 

the  breeze  was  succeeded  by  a  calm  and  great 

heavy  swells,  which  came  rolling  in  from  the 

quarter  Avhence  we  hjid  our  favoring  wind  on 

the  day  before.     It  was  a  beautiful  day  in  the 

sense  of  stillness,  but  the  sky  "was  overcast  as 

usual.    It  was  said  that  as  soon  as  we  got  north 

of  the  parallel  of  the  fur-seal  islands  we  should 

have  sunshiny  weather,  l)ut  our  experience  all 

the  way  up  through  Behring  Sea  and  Behring 

Straits  into  the  Arctic  was  such  as  to  dispel  the 

idea  of  clear  skies  in  the  region  visited.     There 

was  sunshine,   it    is   true,    but   in    very   small 
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quantities  compared  with  the  thick  weather 
encountered.  On  July  11  we  passed  the  hiti- 
tude  of  the  seal  i.shnids  and  had  fog  all  day. 
On  the  12th  the  sky  was  overcast  all  day. 
On  the  13th  we  j)assed  8t.  LaAvrence  Island, 
and  that  ni<iht  lay  to,  owino-  to  the  bad  weather. 
Soundino's  had  been  taken  at  intervals  all  alon<>: 
up  from  Onalaska,  givino-  only  fifteen  to  twenty 
fathoms  at  forty  to  sixty  miles  from  land.  The 
eastern  side  of  liehrinii;  ^>ea  is  very  shoal,  and 
probably  has  less  de})th  now  than  when  any  of 
the  surveys  recorded  upon  existing*  charts  were 
made.  The  Kusko([uini  and  Yukon,  both  im- 
mense rivers,  continue  to  bring  down  hundreds 
of  tons  of  mud  daily,  which  is  de})ositcd  and 
spread  out  along  the  shore  and  far  to  seawai 
The  Yukon,  like  the  Mississii)pi,  has  an  enor- 
mous deposit  at  the  sea,  compelling  the  water 
to  seek  such  outlets  as  it  can  force  throuah 
the  innnense  bars.  Its  mouths  are  numerous, 
but  all  shallow,  preventing  vessels  of  any  con- 
sidera])le  dral't  from  entering  or  even  approach- 
in<»-,  but  the  river  itself  is  as  lari>e,  once  in,  and 
as  navigable  as  the  Father  of  ^Vaters.  Tiu^ 
Kuskoquim  is  similar  in  character,  and  the 
latter  is  gradually  tilling  up  the  sea  south  of 
the  Yukon.  Around  the  shore  from  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Yukon  to  St.  Michael's  there  is. 
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in  places,  not  more  than  three  fathoms  of  water 
fifteen  miles  from  land. 

'I'iie  weather  had  been  against  us  latterly  to 
a  discouraging-  degree.  Captain  Bailey  started 
nortliward  with  a  view  to  investii>atin<r  the 
illicit  rum  traffic  in  viohition  of  the  revenue 
laws  in  Behring  Straits,  and  with  favorable 
weather  somethini>"  mi<iht  liave  been  accom- 
plished.  Th.ick  fogs,  however,  going  up  and 
cohiing  down,  shut  out  the  land  at  times  when 
it  was  most  desirable  to  cruise  close  to  shore  in 
shoal  waters.  We  entered  the  Straits  on  the 
night  of  the  fourteenth,  and  it  was  hoped  we 
might  have  clear  weather. 

About  four  o'clock  on  the  mornins:  of  the 
fifteenth  we  passed  Fairway  Rock,  dimly  seen 
through  the  chick  fog  rising  abruptly  out  of  the 
water,  looking  at  a  short  distance  like  a  hay- 
stack. We  had  a  better  view  of  it  after  mid- 
night on  the  sixteenth,  and  at  five  miles  distance 
it  showed  uj)  naked  and  abrupt,  rising  five 
hundred  feet  above  the  water  Avilhout  so  much 
as  a  spoonful  of  soil  or  a  leaf  of  vegetation  visi- 
ble upon  it.  Fairway  Rock  stands  just  south 
of  the  Diomede  Islands,  between  which,  only 
five  miles  apart,  the  line  runs  which  separates 
America  from  Asia,  the  United  States  from 
Russia,  or,  to  put  it  still  more  nicely,  the  line 
between  Alaska  and  Siberia. 
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The  Diomedes  are  two  islands  in  Behring 
Straits  ilmost  in  a  line  l)ctwoen  Cape  Prince  of 
Wales  on  one  side  and  East  Cape  on  the  other. 
From  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  most  easterly 
of  the  two  islands  is  twenty  miles ;  from  East 
Cape  to  the  larger  and  most  westerly  of  the 
Diomedes  is  twenty-live  liles  ;  from  outside  to 
outside  of  both  is  about  nine  miles,  making 
tifty-four  miles  across  from  continent  to  conti- 
nent, with  two  stepping-stones  between.  The 
narrowest  point,  however,  is  a  trifle  north  of 
this,  where  the  crossing  may  be  made  to  East 
Cape,  in  a  direct  line,  in  forty-eight  miles. 

Intercourse  between  the  natives  on  either  side 
hits  Ions;  l)een  maintained,  lomrer  than  we  or 
they  can  tell.  They  have  crossed  from  one 
continent  to  the  other  in  large,  open  boats,  and 
still  do  so  for  the  exchange  of  commodities ; 
and  doubtless  for  hundreds,  if  not  thousands, 
of  years  before  Columbus  crossed  the  Atlantic 
there  was  marryini2:  and  irivino:  in  marria2re 
between  x\sia  and  America.  Xow,  on  our  ex- 
treme northwestern  coast  the  peojile  are  called 
Eskimos.  Farther  to  the  eastward  and  south- 
ward their  cousins  are  called  North  American 
Indians. 

At  the  present  time  considerable  traflic  is 
made  by  "pirates"  with  our   Indians,    on  the 
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shores  of  Behring  Straits  and  the  Arctic,  in 
bone,  oil,  and  wah'us  ivory.  Neitlicr  the  oil 
nor  ivory  are  very  vahiable,  but  uiudebone  is 
worth  three  dollars  a  pound  in  jScw  York,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  obtained  from  the 
Indians  leaves  the  trader  a  clear  profit  of  about 
two  dollars  and  a  half  per  pound.  Kum  is 
bouiiht  in  Honolulu  for  sevcnty-tive  cents  a  gal- 
lon ;  it  is  watered  one-hidf,  and  a  gallon  of  this 
diluted  but  villainous  drink  is  given  for  a  pound 
of  bone.  i 

The  Arctic  is  the  summer  residence  of  the 
riijht  and  bowhead  whales,  the  only  kinds  from 
Avhich  great  (juantities  of  bone  are  obtained.  A 
bowhead  will  furnish  from  n  thousand  to  two 
thousand  pounds  of  bone,  all  of  which  comes 
out  of  the  mouth,  ))ut  which  is  not  bone  at  all. 
Right  whnlcs  are  not  quite  so  valual)le  for  bone, 
but  contain  more  oil.  They  yield  from  a  hun- 
dred to  a  hundred  !uid  fifty  l)arrels  of  oil,  as  a 
general  thinij:,  but  as  nmch  as  three  hundred 
barrels  of  oil  have  been  taken  from  a  single 
whale. 

The  Indians  up  this  way  go  to  sea  in  skin 
boats  and  strike  whales  when  discovered,  hav- 
ing seal-skin  l)uoys  at  the  ends  of  their  harpoon 
lines,  so  that  if  the  monster  gets  away  they 
have  a  chance  to  follow  him  up.    Their  old  har- 


OUR  ARCTIC  RELATIONS. 


140 


poons  were  iiuide  of  glass  heads,  that  with  every 
struirirle  worked  farther  and  farther  into  the 
flesh,  and  when  thrown  in  sufficient  numbers 
resulted  in  bleedin<>-  the  animal  to  death.  Of 
course  the  capture  of  a  whah?  is  an  important 
affair  to  these  people,  as  in  addition  to  a  thou- 
sand pounds  of  bone  and  a  hundred  barrels  of 
oil  they  get  an  innnense  supi)ly  of  meat,  which 
is  buried  for  future  use.  Even  thoui»h  the  whale 
should  come  ashore  weeks  after  the  iiunt  and  be 
found  in  a  putrid  condition,  the  bone  is  good, 
and  the  flesh  is  not  wasted. 

The  traffic  about  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  and 
Clarence  Sound  between  "pirates"  and  the  Es- 
kimos resulted  in  a  number  of  nuirders  a  few 
years  aao.  Rum  and  breech-loadini^:  rifles  were 
furnished  to  the  natives  in  exchami^e  for  their 
commodities,  and  the  result  was  not  conducive 
to  the  welfare  of  the  natives,  profitable  to  the 
revenues  of  the  country,  nor  just  to  legitimate 
traders  who  have  scruples  against  infraction  of 
the  laws  of  the  land  and  of  morals.  The  In- 
dians along  the  straits  get  some  land  furs  also, 
which  form  a  considerable  item  in  this  trade, 
although  the  skins  are  b}^  no  means  so  valuable 
as  those  obtained  farther  south  in  Alaska. 

The  rum  dealt  out  to  the  Indians  is  not  onlv 
bad   in   that  it  is  of  the  cheapest  quality  of 
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sorglium  fermentation,  but  it  is  vile  in  re- 
spect that  it  is  sniugalcd  in  from  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  while  honest  Pennsylvania  and  Ken- 
tucky whiskey  pays  a  tax  of  ninety  cents  a 
gallon. 

A  remedy  could  and  should  be  found  for  this 
state  of  affairs,  and  it  might  be  applied  with 
profit  to  the  public  ^ourse. 

What  is  needed  is  a  United  States  steam 
vessel  of  about  five  hundred  tons,  that  would 
be  able  to  carry  enough  coal  from  San  Francisco 
or  Nanaimo  for  a  six  months'  cruise.  She  should 
be  constructed  with    a  view  to  ffoinfj  into  the 

C  CD 

ice  without  having  her  stern-post  and  rudder 
carried  away.  She  should  be  ready  to  enter 
the  straits  as  soon  as  the  ice  opened,  in  May 
or  June,  and  cruise  along  the  coast  as  high  up 
as  Kotzebue  Sound,  or  even  to  Icy  Cape,  and 
down  to  Port  Clarence,  then  work  along  the 
coast  southward  to  San  Francisco  for  winter 
quarters.  A  vessel  of  that  class  so  managed 
would  doubtless  break  u})  the  piratical  opera- 
tions which  have  been  carried  on  in  these 
waters. 

The  "  Rush "  made  an  unsuccessful  run  to 
the  Arctic  because  she  was  too  kite,  not  being 
rigged  for  going  into  the  ice  with  safety,  and 
because   her   short  supply  of  coal    would   not 
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admit  of  lior  reinainiiiir  so  far  north  in  bad 
weather.  Had  the  weather  been  clear  she  niinht 
have  run  across  a  contraband  trader,  even  at 
that  late  day  in  the  season,  although  those  ves- 
sels were  sui)i)osed  to  be  generally  to  the  north 
and  east  of  C\ipe  Prince  of  ^^'ales,  especially 
such  as  are  rigged  for  whaling  as  well  as  trading'. 
Neither  in  the  straits  nor  in  the  Arctic  did  we 
see  a  sail  of  any  size  or  shape,  —  not  even  a 
canoe  ;  and  it  was  only  at  short  intervals  that  we 
could  see  the  land. 

At  7.30  o'clock  on  the  niornins"  of  the 
fifteenth  of  July,  —  then,  according  to  dead 
reckoninix,  under  the  lee  of  tlie  Dioniedes,  with 
Cape  Prince  of  Wales  on  the  starboard  beam,  cal- 
culating; from  Fairway  Rock,  the  last  land  seen, 
—  the  ''Rush"  was  hove  to  for  clear  weather. 
Dredaing*  was  connnenced  a2:ain  m  the  cause  of 
science,  and  it  at  once  became  api)arent  that  we 
were  drifting  rai)idly  to  the  northward.  This 
contimied  with  thick  fog  till  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  when  the  veil  lifted  and  we  picked 
ourselves  up,  according;  to  observation,  twenty- 
six  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  Diomedes  and 
forty  miles  northeastwardly  from  East  Cape  to 
Siberia.  AVe  had  drifted  with  the  current  at 
least  twenty  miles  during  the  day  and  were  well 
into  the  Arctic  Ocean. 
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As  fur  as  could  be  seen  to  the  northward  the 
sky  was  clear  and  the  Asijitic  coast,  which  trends 
oil'  to  the  northwestward,  was  visible  for  fifty  or 
sixty  miles,  but  the  American  side  was  still  en- 
veh)ped  in  a  thick  fog.  About  six  o'clock  this 
lifted  so  as  to  show  the  top  of  a  mountain  on 
Ca[)e  Prince  of  Wales  for  a  few  minutes,  but 
this  soon  disappeared  ai>ain.  Presently,  how- 
ever, the  gray  mists  began  to  move  off  to  the 
northeast,  and  then  the  rugged  line  of  peaks  on 
the  extreme  northwestwardly  point  of  our  [)os- 
sessions  stood  out  picturesquely,  the  low  land 
along  the  coast  northeastward  of  the  cape  l)eing 
still,  and  to  l!ie  last,  concealed  from  view. 

Then  we  had  before  us  a  noble  picture  of  the 
])old  headland  of  Siberia  on  the  starboard  l)eam. 
Cape  Prince  of  Wales  on  the  port,  and,  lying 
almost  equidistant  between  them,  the  Diomedes 
at  the  head  of  the  straits.  We  were  in  the 
Arctic,  with  a  pleasant  but  cool  evening ;  the 
thermometer  indicatinir  32^  a))()ve  all  day.  It 
promised  to  be  a  clear  night,  and  Avith  this  hope 
we  got  under  way,  headed  southward  for  the 
straits  as-ain,  intendinir  to  lay  in  under  the  south- 
ern  shore  of  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  to  ascertain 
the  condition  of  affairs  thereabouts. 

A  strong  current  was  setting  up  from  Beh- 
ring  Sea  created  in  part  by  the  southeast  winds 
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vvhicli  we  had  experienced  on  our  way  north, 
and  we  made  sh)\v  progress  auainst  it.  Still 
we  had  plenty  of  time  to  reach  the  Cai)e  be- 
fore morninLT,  it'  "  morninii' "  can  he  understood 
where  there  is  no  ni<j:iit,  and  there  was  no  ap- 
parent cause  lor  anxiety.  Once  more  we  beaan 
to  hope  tor  an  all-day  sun,  but  again,  l)y  half 
past  ten,  the  northern  sky  was  obscured  by  a 
l)ank  of  clouds  which  bad  come  up  out  of  the 
southwest.  The  sun  disap})eared  behind  the 
clouds  but  darkness  did  not  come.  At  11  r.M. 
the  sky  in  the  southeast  was  aglow  with  retlec- 
tions  from  behind  the  clouds  in  the  o})p()site 
point,  over  which  the  purple  and  crimson 
frin":ed  clouds  held  out  a  sional  that  the  sun 
was  still  al)ove  the  horizon.  As  these  hues 
faded  out,  a  delicate  straw  tint  appeared  above 
the  low  clouds  in  the  north,  and  this  soon 
deepened  to  a  satfron  which  by  midnight  be- 
came a  rich  siUmon  color,  and  dawn  was  an- 
nounced as  at  hand  in  all  her  glory.  Although 
during  the  night  and  at  twelve  o'clock  the 
northern  sky  was  obscured  by  clouds,  about 
nine  deijrees  above  the  horizon  there  was  a 
broad  rent  u|)on  which  the  chano-es  i»:()ini>:  on 
below  were  recorded,  that  we  might  see  and 
know.  There  was  an  abundance  of  clear  skv 
overhead,  the  blue  of  day  so  light  that  not  a 
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stiir  could  niJiko  itsolC  visil)lo  at  any  time.  It 
WHS  clear  dav  all  nii::ht,  i)''i;;-liter  at  twelve 
than  at  eleven,  if  ))()s.sil)le,  and  l)i'ii»iiter  at  one 
in  the  niornino-  than  at  twelve,  and  brighter 
then  also  than  at  breakfast  time,  when  the 
clouds  and  fog  i)revailed. 

The  fog  had  formed  in  fanciful  shapes,  owing 
to  the  uneven  surface  of  tlu^  land  from  which  it 
had  been  lifted,  and  through  this  the  light  of 
the  morning  sun,  toned  by  the  strong  colors  of 
the  north,  were  cast  in  a  wonderl'ully  striking 
manner.  The  i)ale  sea  green,  like  the  sun 
shining  through  the  crest  of  a  wave,  appeared 
in  the  north,  again  bordered  by  puri)lc  of  richest 
dye,  while  crimson  and  molten  gold  appeared 
lower  down.  The  "brassy"  character  of  the 
sunset  two  nights  before  was  here  absent,  the 
effects  now  being  of  the  richest  character  possi- 
ble to  conceive. 

Turning  out  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  going  upon  deck,  it  was  ascertained  that  at 
3.)30  A.  M.  the  fo<>-  had  shut  out  the  land,  and 
the  "  Kush  "  was  ol)liged  to  haul  off,  owing  to 
the  presence  of  shoals  and  reefs  which  could 
only  be  avoided  in  clear  weather,  as  charts  can- 
not be  relied  on  for  information  concerning 
them.  Then  we  stood  down  the  straits  again 
with  the  intention  of  })utting  in  to  Port  Clar- 
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cru'o,  ji  resort  of  nordjorii  cruiscivs;  l)iit  this 
could  not  1k^  ni.'ido  willi  saCcty,  owini»:  to  the 
thick  wcjitlicr ;  :m<l  tlicn^  was  notiiin.'/  to  Ik; 
(loiu;  hut  continue  southward  auainst  wind  and 
tide.  A  two-knot  current  sets  up  tln'ou_i»h  the 
straits  and  that  is  what  makes  this  tlie  most  (U;- 
sira!)ie  routes  tor  entcrini:*  tiie  Arctic.  It  is 
well  known  to  whalers  that  thev^  can  <»et  into 
the  polar  s(;a  throuiih  Hehrinir  Straits  much 
earlier  than  from  the  head  of  the  Atlantic. 

Cominir  southward  the  temperature  of  the 
sea  water  ran  up  ten  de^jfrees  in  one  day  ;  enter- 
ing Norton  Sound,  it  went  upsix  deirrees  in  an 
hour.  Soundiuii's  yesterday  showed  shallow 
water  "^!  the  way  down  on  our  sid(»  of  liehrinii: 
Straits,  ten  nn'les  otf  Port  Clarence  givinir  only 
seven  and  a  half  fathoms,  which  was  also  about 
the  depth  for  hours  in  Norton  Sound  till  it 
shoaled  to  three  and  a  half.  The  water  here  is 
shallow,  wanned  and  discolored  hy  the  sand 
from  the  Yukon  River.  The  saline  matter  is 
twenty  per  cent  less  than  that  in  the  Arctic. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

ST.    3IiCIIAEL.'S    AND   TKE    YUKON. 

OT.  MICHAEL'S,  or  Michaelovsky  Redoubt, 
^^  ji8  it  was  formerly  called,  stands  upon  an 
island  in  the  southejist  bend  of  Norton's  Sound, 
l)eino-  situated  in  latitude  (iC"  29'  54"  north,  and 
102°  8'  west  longitude.  This  was  established 
as  a  landing-])lace  aiid  headquarters  of  the 
Russian-American  Company  for  the  Yukon 
River  trade. 

In  olden  times  —  that  is  to  say,  mider  Russian 
rule  —  all  goods  intended  for  tiie  Yukon  trade 
were  hmded  here,  -'ind  iifenerallv  taken  around 
to  the  river  in  skin  boats,  or  bidarras,  but  at 
])resent  small  stern-wheel  steaml)oats  are  em- 
ployed for  that  purpose.  These  boats  do  not 
fjo  out  to  sea  from  St.  Michael's,  but  pass 
tliroUjUh  a  sort  of  slouirh  or  canal,  to  the  river, 
wliich  they  reach  in  about  tifty  iiilles.  They 
carry  merchandise  up  U)  the  various  t'.iuing 
}){)sts  in  the  summer,  and  in  the  following 
si)rin<r  b-'nr  down  the  furs  wliich  are  received 
during  the  winter  mon^lis. 
156 


1 


ST.  MICIIAEVS  AND   THE  YUKON. 


157 


Jin 


•njr 
ng 


The  Alnskii  Commerciul  Company  occupies 
the  old  redoubt,  ti  picturesque  collection  of  log 
])uikling,s  on  ons  side  of  the  vdy,  while  three 
miles  licross  were  ii  number  of  new  buildings, 
iiead([uarter3  of  the  AYestern  Fur  and  Trading- 
Company.  On  the  same  side  with  the  redoubt, 
about  half  a  mile  away,  is  the  Mahlennite  vil- 
lage, consisting  of  tliirty  or  forty  log  huts  and 
a  "  kashima,"  or  club-house,  where  the  Indians 
conirremite  to  dance  and  sweat  in  cold  Aveather. 

When  the  "Rush"  arrived,  a  number  of 
Yukon  Jndi;i(is  were  withered  al)out  the  Western 
Fur  and  Tradinc:  Comnanv's  l»uildin2^s,  havinji' 
come  drwn  witli  the  traders  to  get  supplies  for 
the  ensuing  season.  They  were  in  a  despond- 
ent condition  at  that  time,  owins^  to  the  non- 
arrival  of  tlie  vessel  wliich  was  to  bring  the 
goods  and  the  little  steamer.  But  when  we 
reported  the  arrivjd  of  their  schooner  jit  Ona- 
laska,  with  the  assurance  tliat  she  mii':ht  be 
expected  at  the  termination  of  her  voyage 
within  a  few  days,  there  were  great  rejoicings, 
and  the  Indians  d.'inced  and  sang  all  night. 

In  this  country,  where,  at  tliis  season  of  tlie 
year,  there  is  dayliglit  all  night,  there  is  a  splen- 
did chance  for  makino-  a  loni""  dance,  and  where 
beef  is  unknown  and  waterfowl  are  super- 
al)undant,  .m  oofg-  festival  in  season  takes  a  form 
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of  ]);irl)aric  goi'geou.siic.s.s  that  iiiakco  a  powerful 
impression  on  one  during  liis  first  visit.  Here 
Avhere  the  natives  wear  fur  parkies,  or  over- 
shirts  Avitii  hood  attaehed,  and  deerskin  boots 
of  fancy  nianufiuture  and  varied  hue,  and  where 
blub])er  is  considered  ahnost  indispensable, 
there  is  much  for  the  visitor  from  civilization  to 
see  and  consider. 

Eggs  here  in  season  are  estimatccl  by  the 
bushel.  Bushels  of  them  arc  cooked  for  a  meal 
where  there  may  be  a  do/en  of  guests,  and 
hard-boiled  goose  ei»'o-s  are  eaten  with  imi)unilv 
in  such  enormous  quantities  as  in  civilized  com- 
munities would  be  considered  certain  death. 

The  Yukon  salmon  are  pronounced  the  finest 
on  the  Pacific  Coast,  (ienerally  s})eakini>:,  sal- 
mon is  di-y  and  tas  el  ss.  The  Columbia  River 
fur'iislies  an  almost  inexhaustible  quantity,  but 
a  better  quality  is  taken  further  north.  Sitka 
is  also  famous  for  salmon,  but  Cook's  Inlet  and 
Bristol  Bay  have  those  that  are  better.  Yet 
persons  who  liave  tried  all  say  that  they  ar(» 
best  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yukon  and  in  adjacent 
waters.  The\^  range  in  weight  from  forty  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  [)ounds,  and  are  very  fat  ajid 
well  flavored.  When  drying  in  the  sun  the  oil 
drii)s  out  of  them,  and  once  dried  they  may  be 
set  on  lire  ano  they  will  burn  like  i)ine  knots. 
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Taken  raw  out  oi'  the  brine  up  here,  they  are 
eaten  with  i^reat  relish  bv  the  civilized,  as  well 
as  the  savage,  inhabitants.  But  accepting  such 
a  diet  may  be  only  another  proof  of  the  readi- 
ness with  which  niiui  adapts  himself  to  his  sur- 
roundino's.  There  is  no  beef  here,  and  for  some 
years  past  there  has  been  little  or  no  reindeer. 
At  the  present  time  moose  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  rab])its  are  as  scarce  as  spring  chicken. 
Vegetables  are  the  rarest  of  luxuries,  and  ber- 
ries out  of  season.  Therefore,  if  one  can  set 
him  down  to  a  feast  of  hard-boiled  lioose  eirsfs 
or  raw  salmon  from  tl)3  brine,  after  having 
been  surfeited  on  salt  pork  and  corned  beef  on 
shii)board,  the  change  of  diet  is  delightful,  and 
the  feast  is  pronounced  a  success. 

There  are  no  oardens  at  St.  iVIicliael's.  What 
could  you  expect  in  such  a  country,  althouirh, 
just  now,  it  is  delightful?  Last  week  we  had 
the  thermometer  down  to  thirt3'-two  Fahrenheit, 
and  forty  was  considered  "away  up." 

Here,  in  Norton's  Sound,  the  ice  did  not 
break  up  till  the  7th  of  June.  On  the  10th  it 
moved  out  of  the  bay,  but  the  weather  was  cold, 
wet,  and  stormy  till  late  in  July.  In  the  win- 
ter the  thermometer  goes  down  thirty  to  Hfty 
deijrees  below  zero,  and  it  is  winter  here  eiaht 
months    in    the   year.     The    hot   days  are   the 


"•ml 


160 


A   TRIP  TO  ALASKA. 


exception,  even  in  summer,  although  berries 
grow  plentifully,  and  even  ripen  well,  back  in 
the  mountains.  AVe  had  mosquitoes,  too,  on 
the  first  day  of  our  stay  ;  fine,  large,  earnest 
mosquitoes,  and  barn  swallows  are  plentiful 
about  the  redoubt.  Yet  in  spite  of  r.ll  these 
signs  of  sunnner,  agriculture  will  never  form  an 
important  feature  of  this  part  of  Alaska. 

It  would  be  a  peculiar  country  which  would 
produce  walruses  and  polar  bears,  watermelons 
and  tomatoes.  Walruses  go  away  south  of  this 
into  Bristol  Bay,  while  St.  Matthew's  Island, 
one  of  our  possessions  to  the  southwest  of  this, 
is  inhabited  by  polar  bears  exclusively,  neither 
Chinamen,  whites,  nor  negroes  having  any  recog- 
nized rights  there.  As  a  purely  agricultural 
proposition  I  do  not  hesitate  to  put  it  down 
that  polar  bears  are  worse  than  coons  for  green 
corn,  and  walruses  are  more  discourai^ini>:  than 
your  neighbor's  chickens  to  a  tomato  patch. 
As  long  as  polar  bears  and  Avalruses  are  per- 
mitted to  run  at  large  in  this  Territory,  the  corn 
and  tomato  crop  cannot  prosper.  Some  people 
may  laugh  at  the  meditative  walrus,  and  ask 
how,  witli  those  lonc^  tusks,  he  can  eat  without 
standinir  on  his  head,  but  I  have  observed  that 
where  walruses  abound  ripe  tomatoes  are  scarce, 
except  in  cans,  and  if  those  ami)hibious  animals 
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and  polar  bears  are  not  kept  yoked  or  muzzled 
there  is  no  use  lookiiii;-  tor  a  lara'e  corn  and 
tomato  crop  from  Alaska.  St.  Michaels,  or  to 
i)ut  it  more  delinitelv,  Michaelovskv,  is  seldom 
or  never  represented  bv  mannnoth  vei»'etables 
at  agricultural  fairs.  A\'here  the  ice  cro})  can- 
not be  ii'ot  out  of  the  way  before  the  middle  of 
ffunc,  where  the  tops  of  the  hills  are  morasses 
all  sunnner,  and  where  the  inhabitants  will  risk 
beinu  drowned  for  the  sake  of  blul)ber,  when 
the  oil-skin  at  home  is  in  a.  colla}).>ed  condition, 
it  is  useless  to  ex})ect  giiiantlc  })umpkins  and 
seven-foot  cucumbers.  In  this  respect  St.  Mich- 
ael's greatly  resem!)les  other  })arts  of  Alaska. 

There  may  be  causes  why  certain  people 
should  come  to  Alaska  and  settle,  as  there  have 
been  arouments  for  makiuii;  penal  colonies  in 
the  Aleutian  Archipelago.  l>ut  the  reason  for 
the  one  must  be  that  the  innnigrants  wer(»  i)er- 
sonal  enemies  of  those  who  advised  their  remov- 
al, and  for  the  other  that  starvation  should  be 
the  lot  of  all  criminals. 

But  in  truth,  from  the  southeast  to  the  south- 


Avest  extremitv  of  Alaska,  the  "Rush. 


w 


hich 


has  been  cruising  around  the  coast  and  is";mds 
of  this  Territory  from  (^arly  May  to  lale  .)uly, 
has  not  visited  a  spot  to  which  it  would  be 
advisable  for  any  person  to  come  from  any  part 


Ha 


o 


162 


A    TRIP   TO    ALASKA. 


of  the  States  where  he  may  have  a  liomc  and 
be  al)le  to  earn  a  Hvelihood.  Xor  have  1  seen 
a  man  in  any  position  in  Alaska  who  would 
advise  a  friend  to  come  out  here  as  a  settler, 
either  in  trade  or  aiirieulture. 

We  are  here  in  the  home  of  the  Innuit  or 
Eskimo.  All  the  way  along  the  coast,  from  the 
Kusko(|uim  across  the  Yukon,  around  Norton 
Sound,  out  to  Cape  Prince  of  AVales,  and  thence 
northeastwnrdlv  to  Point  Pijurow  and  l)evond, 
these  Eskimos  are  called  Innuits.  They  are 
similar  in  form  and  feature,  they  dress  simi- 
larly, they  eat  the  same  sort  of  food,  they  have 
similar  modes  of  conveyance,  similar  Aveapons 
and  implements,  have  the  same  traditions  and 
speak  the  same  language,  with  slight  local 
variations. 

It  has  been  acknowledged,  or  it  is  asserted, 
that  the  roots  of  the  language  or  tongue  spoken 
by  these  people  and  the  Eskimos  of  (jreenland 
are  identical,  the  covered  skin  boat  used  by 
both  being  called  "kyack,"  while  the  open  boat 
is  denomiiiiited  ''oomiak"  here  and  there  alike. 
P>ut  this  might  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
both  tribes  have  always  lived  and  hunted  seals, 
whales,  and  walruses  along  the  coast,  and  al- 
though the  northeast  or  northwest  passage  is 
impracticable  for  ships,  comnmnication  between 


Sr.  MKJUAKL'S  AND   TlIK   YUKON. 


i(;;i 


3lll 

ed, 
en 
nd 

lOJlt 

ke. 
luit 
:ds, 

id- 
le is 

eon 


these  people  must  have  been  iVe(iuoiit,  und 
often,  d()ul)tless,  involuntary.  In  any  event, 
it  may  be  assumed  as  not  at  all  improbable  that 
the  Greenlanders  were  carried  over  from  this 
continent  on  the  ice,  as  these  mc^n  are  now 
occasionally  carried  out  to  sea,  and  sometimes 
heard  of  no  more,  and  as  their  ancestors  were 
prol)ably  carried  from  Asia. 

Such  a  case  as  this  was  reported  here,  when 
an  Indian  trader,  bringing  down  a  lot  of  seal- 
skins from  Unalakleet,  represented  that  one  of 
his  men  was  carried  away  this  spring  on  the 
ice,  and  the  chief  was  incpiiring  if  our  vessel 
had  found  him.  It  is  also  known  that  Captain 
Tyson  and  his  men  were  carried  two  thousand 
miles  on  ice  from  the  "Polaris"  a  few  years  ago. 
After  the  "Rush"  hove  to  under  the  lee  of 
Diomedes  on  the  lifteenth,  she  drifted  into  the 
Arctic  at  the  rate  of  two  knots  an  hour ;  so  tlie 
fact  that  the  Alaskan  Innuits  and  the  Greenland 
Eskimos  use  similar  words  in  similar  positions 
is  not  remarkable.  It  is  astonisiiing,  however, 
that  Indians  on  the  j\Iackenzi(^  Kivcr,  in  liritish 
America,  speak  the  same  tongue  as  those  h)W 
down  on  the  Yukon,  with  tifteen  or  twenty 
tribes  or  bands  between  them  wliich  have  an 
altogether  diflerent  tongue,  and  wliich  com- 
pletely  prevent  anything    like    communication 
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between  those  havinjr  the  words  uiid  idioms  ;  vet 
such  is  siiid  to  be  tiie  fact. 

These  Jnuuils  or  Eskimos  of  Alnskii  live  by 
huiitln<2;  hair  seals,  whales,  and  walruses,  which 
furnish  them  food  and  oil  for  their  own  use  and 
with  commodities  for  trade  to  interior  Indians 
for  furs,  of  wiiich  they  make  dresses  and  bed- 
coverinir. 

The  seal  supplies  them  with  a  hide  which, 
when  tanned,  is  used  to  cover  boat-frames, 
forminii'  the  kyack  somewhat  similar  to  the 
bidarkie  of  the  Aleutians  and  Kadiakers.  These 
hides,  called  "lovtak."  are  in  jrreat  demand  by 
the  Indians  up  the  Yukon  I'or  boats,  and  those 
same  interior  men  have  a  desire  for  oil  which 
makes  an  interchanire  of  connnodities  between 
the  coast  and  inland  natives  hi<ihly  advanta- 
geous to  both  and  of  })r()fit  to  the  white  traders, 
who  have  come  in  as  middlemen  and  as  pur- 
chasers of  the  surplus  oil  and  furs. 

The  Avalrus  is  hunted  for  its  ivorv,  which  is 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  arrow  and  spear 
heads,  and  also  many  other  articles  of  value 
and  adornment.  Any  animal,  from  a  whale  to 
wild  duck,  mav  be  taken  bv  ivorv-headed 
spears,  which  are  more  plentiful  among  these 
Indians  than  either  firearms  or  iron-headed 
weapons. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


KILLING    THE    WHITE    WHALE. 


~P\URING  our  stay  at  St.  Michad's,  we  were 
-^  so  fortunate  as  to  witness  the  killing-  of  a 
wiiitc  whale,  or  grampus,  by  the  Indians.  An 
Indian  who  acts  as  trader  at  Unalakleet  for  the 
Ahiska  Commercial  Company  came  sailing  u[) 
the  sound  one  da}^  in  a  large  bidarra.  He  car- 
ried a  foretopsail,  and  came  floating  in  as  (quietly 
and  gracefully  as  Elaine's  barge,  with  the  dumb 
boatman,  floated  with  the  tide  to  Kini>*  Arthur's 
castle.  The  bidarra  sailed  up  to  the  beach, 
the  mast  was  sent  down,  and  the  contents  of  the 
boat  be^an  to  tind  their  wav  ashore.  Twenty- 
three  men,  women,  and  children  and  two  doofs 
were  first  landed.  Then  tents,  camp  equipage, 
and  salmon,  fresh  and  dried,  for  the  party. 
After  that  the  men  commenced  carrvinc;  off 
shoulder  loads  of  dressed  sealskins,  neatly  put 
up,  five  in  a  bundle,  till  forty-eight  large  and 
fortv-one  of  the  smaller  size  were  landed.    Five 

bundles  of  sealskin  thongs,  lashings  for  boat- 
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I)uil(lin<>-  —  IK)  nails  l)('in<>:  used — were  carried 
otr  next,  followed  by  two  sealskins  of  oil,  and 
bundles  eontaininu^  live  hundred  marmot  sUins 
for  fur  i-ohes.  All  this  came  out  of  an  o|)en 
skin  l)oat  twenty-tive  feet  long  by  eight  feet 
beam,  —  flat  bottom,  of  eourse.  As  the  bidarra 
came  in,  the  natives  noticed  a  school  of  white 
whales  in  the  bay.  They  had  been  nnming  in 
gretit  numbers  all  day  without  ))eing  disturbed. 
After  the  freight  had  been  landed,  however,  one 
of  the  men  who  came  down  from  Unalakleet 
jumped  into  a  kyack  and  paddled  out.  He 
did  not  go  a  mile  1)ef()re  he  came  up  with  .lis 
game,  and  as  one  of  the  largest  sized  arose  to 
blow,  the  Indian  threw  his  harjxjon,  which  took 
a  solid  hold.  At  the  moment  when  the  whale 
shot  down,  th(;  shaft  of  the  harpoon  slii)ped 
away  from  the  head,  which  was  connected  by  a 
line  with  an  inflated  sealskin,  acting  us  a  buo}'. 
The  harpoon  was  not  to  kill,  but  to  connect  the 
fish  with  the  buoy.  As  soon  as  the  lazy  Indians 
loafino-  on  shore  and  on  l)oard  the  steamer 
saw  that  the  ''  beluga,"  as  it  is  called,  was 
struck,  they  put  out,  to  the  numl)er  of  a  dozen, 
to  assist  in  the  capture  and  share  in  the  sport 
and  spoils. 

As  the}^  gathered  around  the}^  formed  a  novel 
and   an  excitinjr   scene.     It   was  a  hunt  of  a 
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dozon  men  in  small  .sealskin  l)oats  after  a  mon- 
ster with  power  enough  to  wreck  them  all  with 
one  blow  it'  it  could  .striki-  them  all  together. 
The  tloating  sealskin  mdicated  the  movements  of 
the  beluga  below,  and  the  little  fleet,  formed  in 
a  semicircle,  went  paddling  for  the  prey.  A 
beluga  cannot  remain  below  very  long,  and, 
whenever  this  one  canu!  u|)  to  blow,  a  kyacU 
was  alongside,  and  an  ivory  spear  or  half  a 
dozen  spears  would  be  darted  in  through  the 
alai)aster  skin  to  the  blul)ber.  As  the  number 
of  si)ears  increased,  the  beluga  became  (juicker 
in  its  motions  and  more  Lhani»:eful  in  course, 
but  no  matter  what  the  direction  taken,  or  when 
or  where  the  tortured  animal  arose,  the  inevita- 
ble kyack  was  there,  and  n)ore  ivory  spears 
were  thrown.  Lashini*;  the  waters  and  tumbling 
about,  rolling  from  side  to  side  in  terror,  but 
yet  not  struck  in  a  vital  point,  the  behiga  hur- 
ried hither  and  thither,  but  there  was  no  esca[)e 
from  the  remorseless  pursuers.  Hither  and 
thither,  to  the  riiiht  and  to  the  left,  but  always 
advancing  in  line  or  cii'cular  form,  light  on  the 
siuface  of  the  water  as  sea-birds,  and  swift  as 
the  fish  beneath,  flew  the  buoyant  kvacks,  im- 
})elled  and  guided  by  the  single-bladed  })addlc. 
Elaeh  navigator  of  each  bubble  of  a  boat  was 
always  ready  with  another  spear  until  the  be- 
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lu'JCJi,  as  It  rolled  up,  looked  like  a  })()ri)()isc  of 
Iiuge  (liiiiensions  I)ristlin«^  with  eiioinious  ([iiills. 

For  two  hours  (he  chase  eonlimied,  exleiid- 
inir  overa  line  of  at  least  three  miles,  the  heluufa 
\m\v^  irradually  worried  and  tired  out.  Finally 
it  moved  more;  slowly  and  shii>;i!:ishly,  hut  as 
yet  s})outed  no  blood,  nor  did  it  a])i)ear  nnich 
weakened.  It  was  exhausted  and  half  suHb- 
cated  for  want  of  air,  but,  if  then  released, 
miiiht  live  for  many  years. 

Then,  as  it  came  (juile  exhausted  to  the  sur- 
face, and  slowly  turned  ui)()n  its  side,  the  hunter 
who  had  fastened  the  harpoon  into  it  Avas  at 
hand  and,  takinix  a  lonir  lance,  thrust  it  into  the 
i)()dy  just  back  of  the  riuht  (In  and,  churnin2^  it 
up  and  down  two  or  three  times  with  liirhtniiiir- 
like  rapidity,  shot  away  to  avoid  trouble.  The 
i)eluira  was  now  mortally  hurt,  and  as  he  lashed 
the  water  into  foam  and  s})outed  blood  for  a  few 
moments  in  death  a<rony,  the  Indians  knew  that 
the  chase  Avas  over.  They  fell  back  and  looked 
on  with  a  quiet  air  of  satisfacti'on  after  their  ex- 
citino-  hunt,  as  if  they  had  done  nothinir  out  of 
the  ordinary  course  of  events  with  them.  The 
next  matter  was  to  tow  their  prize  ashore,  which 
was  done  by  buoyin<x  it  up  between  four  kyacks, 
the  owners  of  which  paddled  with  it  to  the  In- 
dian camp.     Here  some  forms  and  ceremonies 
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wjitei*  and  cultiMu-  it  up.  1 1  will  not  do  to  t-u*; 
up  M  belugji  with  an  axe,  and,  if  there  are  seals 
around,  it  would  be  flying*  in  the  face  of  fortune 
to  ehop  wood.  On  such  occasions  the  lire- wood 
nuist  be  cut  with  ti  knife.  One  hunter  will  not 
permit  his  wife  to  taste  of  nioosi^  meat  of  his 
own  killin<»:  when  it  is  fresh,  but  after  three 
days  she  may  have  some  of  it.  In  some  cases, 
for  weeks  after  a  woman  has  ])ec()m(^  a  mother, 
she  will  not  be  i)ermittcd  to  eat  ilesh  of  any 
kind,  or  her  husband  would  have  no  luck  in 
huntiuii'. 

In  the  case  of  hmdini;  the  beluaa,  the  tedious 
ceremonies  performed  by  the  successful  hunter 
concluded  with  trinnnini>-  a  small  stri})  from 
the  edi»:e  of  each  tin,  from  the  tail,  and  from 
the  upper  li}),  before  the  <rame  was  hauled 
out  from  the  water.  After  he  had  ])erformed 
his  ceremonies  he  walked  away,  leaviuir  those 
who  chose  to  cut  off  Avhat  thev  wanted.  I)urin<r 
the  night  there  was  a  great  feast  in  cani}),  the 
kettles  being  kept  boiling  till  morning,  and  as 
some  thirty  or  fortv  Indians  were  working  away 
at  it,  the  beluoa  was  not  mucli  more  than  a 
skeleton  in  twenty-four  hours. 
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nnilKSK  Iiuli:ins  believe  in  the  "Shaintin,"  or 
-■-  Medicine  7'»I;ui.  Tlie  Slianuni  is  not  tjorn 
to  his  pn)fes!e!on  here,  as  anionir  the  h)\vor  Ahisk- 
ans.  lie  is  the  creature  of  accident  or  of  revela- 
tion. He  has  a  dream  sonietiine,  which,  being' 
verified,  he  goes  ofi'alone  into  some  remote  })laee, 
where  he  fasts  for  several  days,  after  which  he 
I  lies  out  and  announces  himself  a  Shaman. 
jSow  he  is  ready  to  b:;rd  the  sick,  to  rea'ulate  the 
Aveather,  an<l  to  sunplv  aame  in  seasons  when  it 
is  scarce.  His  manner  of  curinir  diseases  is  bv 
incantations,  no  vile  drugs  being  administ'n'cd. 
The  cure ,  if  eiVected,  is  due  to  his  miraculous 
inlluerce  with  invisible  spirits.  If  he  fail,  and 
the  pjJient  dies,  he  persuades  the  mourning 
relatives  into  the  belief  that  some  other  Shaman 
or  some  old  womaji  bewitched  the  deceased, 
and  then  death  i-^  tiie  lot  of  the  olfending  party 
who  comes  in  bet»ve(>n  the  doctor  and  the  dead. 
Some  of  these  Shamans  })elieve  in  themselves, 
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but  fis  a  rule  thcv  know  that  thcv  Jire  luunbuus. 
Tilt.  ".  wins  one  at  the  "Mi.s.sioii"  on  the  Yukon, 
who,  during  a  seaivity  of  deer,  })roi)o,se(l  to  go 
up  to  the  moon  and  get  a  supply.  It  shouUl  be 
known  that,  aceoi'ding  to  Innuil  aceounts,  all 
game  comes  out  of  the  moon,  the  oriuin  of 
which  or!)  and  others  is  thus  accounted  '.'r:  — 

In  tlu^  beainninu"  there  was  ])lentv  oi"  land, 
water,  and  skv,  but  no  ])lanetarv  svstem.  An 
Indian,  who  noticed  that  the  skv  came  down  to 
the  i>:round  in  a  certain  locality,  went  forward 
\\\\\  made  holes  in  it  with  his  jjaddle.  One 
stroke  fornu.'d  a  rent  throu,<':li  winch  the  sun 
shines,  another  tore  away  the  curtain  from  be- 
fore the  moon,  and  smaller  stabs  with  the  oar 
made  places  through  which  the  stars  are  now 
visible.  The  moon  being  merely  a  hole  through 
which  the  light  shines  from  a  land  where  the 
supply  of  game  is  inexhaustible,  all  a  Shaman 
has  to  do  for  his  tribe  is  to  go  uj)  and  throw  a 
sufficient  number  of  moose  or  deer  down  through 
the  hole.  There  is  no  doul)t  in  the  minds  of 
some  that  he  can  do  this. 

The  Shaman  at  the  Mission  who  volunfc(»re(l 
to  go  up  to  the  mooii  after  game  went  on  a 
strong  pull.  He  fastened  a  rop(^  around  his 
body,  beneath  his  arms,  and  about  bis  n<M'k. 
Then    he   went   do\'.n    under  tlu^    tlooi"    of   the 
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"  kashima,"  or  club-house,  where  they  have 
tlieir  daiiee.s  and  t'cstivities.  He  left  one  end 
of  the  line  in  the  hands  of  some  Indians  above, 
with  instructions  for  them  to  pull  as  soon  as  he 
irot  out  of  sight.  They  olx'ved,  and  pulled 
vi.uorouslv  until  thev  became  tired.  They 
waited  and  rested  brietlv,  but,  hearinii'  nothinsr, 
they  })ulled  for  another  quarter  of  an  hour. 
They  rested  aiiain,  and  after  that  took  another 
])ull,  and  kept  this  uj)  till  the  exercise  became 
too  monotonous  even  for  an  Eskimo.  Then 
thev  went  down  and  found  the  Shaman  dead. 
They  sup})osed  this  Mas  a  regular  part  of  the 
progranniie  of  going  to  the  moon,  and  perhaps 
in  this  thev  were  not  far  from  being  correct. 
But  th(\\  believed  the  Shaman  would  come  back 
after  ihrowing  down  enough  game  from  the 
moon,  and  thev  saved  him  for  ei^'ht  days  in  a 
sitting  posture.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  as  the 
spirit  fail(Ml  to  come  Ijack,  they  laid  the  body 
away  to  be  called  for. 

Reindeer  were  formerly  i^lentiful  hereabouts; 
a  few  years  ago  they  disaj)peared,  and  the  next 
winter  they  were  seen  in  umisual  numbers,  not 
in  the  moon,  but  down  about  Belkoosky,  on  the 
peninsula  of  Alaska.  They  may  come  back, 
but  the  s[)irit  of  the  Shaman  will  probably  re- 
main in  the  moon. 
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In  order  to  huve  inlhience  among  the  people, 
it  is  neeessjiiy  that  the  Shamans  .sliouUl  be  pos- 
sessed of  mysterious  })o\vers.  Tliey  perform 
many  feats  that  would  do  credit  to  "  material- 
izing* mediums."  There  was  one  who  would 
])(!rmit  his  hands  to  be  bound  toi>:ether  wiiii 
leather  thongs  bt'hind  his  back,  and  would  pull 
the  lashings  through  his  body  and  show  the 
wrists  still  fastened  in  front.  But  it  was  indis- 
pensable that  this  miracle  should  l)e  performed 
beneath  his  })arka,  or  skin  robe.  Of  course, 
he  could  not  draw  his  bound  hands  throuirh  the 
park  On  one  occasion,  the  parka  being  raised 
unexpeetedly  to  the  Shaman,  it  was  found  that 
one  of  his  hands  was  already  half  out  of  the 
bindings,  and  it  ai)peared  that  his  wrist  was 
dispro})ortionately  large,  so  that  he  could  re- 
lease and  ai^ain  insert  the  hand  in  the  lashinirs. 
Such  a  develo})ment  general  1\'  only  proves  the 
l)resence  of  unfavorable  s})irits. 

Another  element  of  intiuence  is  for  the  Sha- 
man to  be  .U)le  to  repeat  some  words,  or  jargon, 
which  the  connnon  Indians  cannot  comprehend. 
The  words  mav  have  no  meanins"  or  sii>niticance, 
but  they  have  a  great  influence  amoiiir  the  unin- 
itiated.  A  Shaman  who  troes  aboard  of  a  vessel 
and  picks  up  some  of  the  })h rases  of  the  sailors 
(such   as  are   called   "  vigorous   Saxon  "    when 
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us(3(1  ))y  groiit  iiicii,  but  are  put  down  and  r(.'- 
huked  as  '^  horrid  oaths  "  in  the  mouth  of  the 
common  herd)  su})plics  himself  with  a  sort  of 
annnunition  that  can  ])e  used  to  irreat  advan^iiire 
in  incantalions  for  game,  or  to  drive  out  devils. 
Some  of  these  fakirs  eat  fire,  also,  which  is  a 
valual)l(!  accomplishment ;  and  one  Shaman,  at 
Pastolic,  lietweeii  St.  Michael's  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Yukon,  j)erinitted  himself  to  l)e  buriied 
alive  to  satisfy  the  peoi)le  that  he  was  not  a 
swindler.  lie  had  an  immense  i)yre  of  logs 
arranged  near  the  hut  in  which  all  of  the  peo})le 
were  assembled,  and,  at  a  <>iven  siaiial,  he  took 
a  i)ositi()n  in  the  centre,  and  the  torch  was  a})- 
plied.  He  stood  there  calm  as  a  tobacco  sign, 
with  a  wooden  mask  ujion  his  face,  and  gazed 
upon  the  people  as  they  retired  into  the  hut  to 
^'make  medicine"  for  him. 

In  half  an  hour  thev  came  out,  and  saw 
nothinii"  but  the  mask  in  the  centre,  all  the 
loirs  around  it  beiuii'  <>•!  fii'('«  '^i'he  next  time 
they  wert  out  aU  was  burned  down  to  cinders, 
and  thev  ai>ain  returned  to  the  hut.  Presently 
a  slight  noise  was  heard  ui)on  the  roof,  Ibllowed 
immediately  by  the  descent  of  the  Shaman,  mask 
and  all.  The  etlect  was  wonderful,  as  it  was  in- 
tended to  be,  but  it  cost  tiie  Shaman  about 
twenty-five  dollars   worth  of  skins  to   his  two 
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accomplices  who  arninged  the  hole  through 
which  he  crtiwhMl  out  uuder  the  loirs  of  the 
pyre,  and  who  worked  the  people  into  the  hut 
and  out  naain  jit  the  proper  time.  One  of  the 
contederiites,  who  afterwards  worked  for  a  white 
man,  confessed  the  material  part  he  had  taken  in 
the  mystery.  Tlie  mask  seen  ii.  tiie  tire  was  not 
upon  the  Shaman's  face,  hut  fastened  to  a  pole. 

The  origin  of  man  and  other  animals,  accord- 
ing to  the  account  of  the  up-country  Indians,  is 
not  without  its  mystery  also.  j\lan  and  all 
oiher  animals  were  created  hv  the  ea^le  and 
the  blue-jay,  jointly.  After  man  was  nearly 
finished,  the  jay  proposed  to  give  him  wings, 
but  to  this  the  eagle  ol)jectcd,  saying  that  he 
had  already  l)een  made  too  powerful,  and  to 
permit  him  to  Hy  w^ould  be  to  make  him  alto- 
gether dangerous.  Some  controversy  occurred 
on  this,  but  the  eagle  would  not  give  way,  and 
consecjuently  the  jay  would  have  nothing  fur- 
ther to  do  in  the  matter,  and  withdrew  from 
the  co-partnershi}). 

That  dispute  explains  why  the  eagle  keeps  as 
far  from  man  as  j)ossible,  while  the  jay  goes 
into  his  camp  with  impunity,  and  takes  what- 
ever he  wants,  if  he  can  lind  it.  The  jay 
knows  he  did  all  he  could  for  man,  and  as  the 
man  knows  it,  too,  the  bird  is  not  molested. 
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When  the  Indian  dies  he  ijoes  to  that  land 
which  the  wild  u^eese  seek  in  the  winter.  It  is 
a  lonii'  wav  otl'  and  the  entrance  to  it  is  a  narrow 
pass  which  may  be  travelled  only  when  the  snow 
is  melted.  Some  Indians — the  bad  ones — have 
greater  trouble  tlian  others  in  makino"  the  jour- 
ney, being  obbged  to  go  through  a  long,  <lark 
passage,  pro])al)ly  through  tiie  Iloosac  tunnel. 
Tliey  are  not  yet  determined  on  the  exact  na- 
ture of  that  portion  of  the  journey.  It  is  an 
article  of  faith  which  thev  sav  they  believe  in, 
but  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  com})rchend. 

Their  views  and'  doubts  on  this  question  are 
almost  enough  to  lead  one  to  suspect  them  of 
havimr  a  reli«>ion,  but  tliev  haven't.  Thev  all 
))elieve,  however,  tliat,  once  in  the  promised 
land  they  will  find  clear  skies,  warm  weather, 
and  an  inexhaustil)le  sui)ply  of  game.  It  is 
the  "happy  hunting  ground"  over  again,  with 
variations  havins:  tiieir  -^rigin  in  the  climate  in 
which  the  Indian  passes  his  earthly  existence. 

Livincf  here  in  an  Arctic  reirion,  with  a  brief 
but  delightful  summer  of  three  months,  mostly 
composed  of  daylight,  the  Indian  creates  such 
a  heaven  as  he  fancies  he  would  most  enjoy. 
Sunnner  juid  game  are  the  chief  elements  of 
heavenly  ha])pincss.  Other  Indians  will  incor- 
poi'ate   some    common    want,  as   ii  dog   and  a 
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pony,  !in(l  crojitc  a  heaven  accordingly.  Start- 
ma:  on  connnon  around,  llio  Indian  idea  of  a 
future  life  has  chan<>"ed  as  the  Indian  chaniied, 
iZ'eneralion  after  li'eneralion,  from  one  locality  to 
another.  These  Indians  don't  know  what  a 
horse  is.  The  plain  Indians  cannot  faiuy  ha})- 
pincss  Avithout. horses,  and  these  ideas  iniluenee 
their  view  of  futurity. 

The  ''(Jn^at  Spirit,"  !uid  even  the  "'(ireat 
Father"  in  AVashinii'ton  are  heings  of  ^vhonl 
nothinii'  is  aske(l  ainon<»'  the  Kskinios.  Give 
them  plenty  of  hhihbcr  to-day,  and  the}'  do 
not  concern  themselves  about  to  morrow  or  the 
future.  They  like  })lenty  of  groase,  and  for 
that  reason  would  rather  encounter  a  wh'^e  than 
a  missionary.  They  need  boats,  and  would 
rather  capture  a  hair  seal,  the  skin  of  which  is 
an  important  artick'  in  their  naval  architecture, 
than  to  receive  a  trunkful  of  tracts.  They 
think  more  of  a  dog-team  than  of  a  free-school 
Hve  stories  hii>h,  wit';  double-actinii'  seats  and 
desks.  They  arc  a  lazy,  dirt\  set,  and  when 
the  Caiholic  bishop  was  up  hert*  among  tluMU, 
otfering  to  'oapti/e  their  chddren,  they  said  he 
nn'ght  if  Ik;  would  pay  them  for  it.  When  peo- 
i)le  li'et  reliu'ion  in  that  \\  a\'  it  does  n't  take  a 
very  strong  hold  on  thcni,  under  a  generation  or 
two. 
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^piIE  old  school! )oy  notion  of  the  Nor 
-'-  Amoi'ican  Indian  as  a  creature  that  cou 
run  day  and  night  through  tlie  pathless  woods, 
from  the  AUciihanv  Mountains  to  the  Jihick 
Hills,  livnig  on  panthers  and  catamounts  as  he 
raced  along,  going  for  weeks  without  sleep  or 
rest  of  any  kind,  does  not  fit  these  Innuits  or 
Eskimos.  These  fellows  seldom  walk,  they 
take  their  exercise  mainly  in  boats  during 
the  sununer,  and  compel  the  squaws  to  dry 
enough  salmon  and  collect  a  sufficient  quaniity 
of  driftwood  to  last  during  the  winter.  When 
connx'lled,  however,  they  can  do  some  good 
travellino-  with  dog-teams  and  sledge^  in  the 
winter.  St.  Michaefs  is  one  of  the  most  noted 
places  for  dog  loam*. 

When  we  hmdod  at  St.   Michael's  we  were 
warmly  welcomed  by  about  f\i\y  dogs,  thirty- 
two  of   whii'h    had    been    provided  for  b\    th<^ 
"  Jeannettc"  and  eight  more  were  expcctec.  for 
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the  same  expedition.  These  IMahlenmte  or  Ks- 
ivinios  (loirs  are  c:()()d-natiireil  fellows,  always 
f^lad  to  see  a  white  man,  no  matter  how  oreat  a 
stranger  he  may  be.  Thoy  stand  around  the 
landing-phiee  on  the  beach  waving  their  bushy 
tails  and  lolling  out  their  tongues  on  warm  days 
in  the  most  friendly  manner  ])ossible.  Tliey 
do  not  wag  their  tails  like  frivolous  society  dogs 
in  civilization,  but  gently  and  gracefully  sway 
them  to  and  fro  like  willow  branches  wavinii'  in 
a  sunnner  breeze.  Ilavino;  o-reeted  the  strani>er 
as  a  friend,  and  by  every  look  and  action  in- 
vited him  to  make  his  home  among  them,  they 
lay  the  welconn'ng  tail  upon  the  left  hip,  and 
walk  up  the  hill  with  him  in  a  grave  and  digni- 
tied  manner,  as  to  sav,  "  Now  that  vou  are  one 
of  us,  no  form  nor  ceremony,  you  know.  If 
you  see  anything  you  want,  take  it." 

To  a  person  nervous  on  the  dog  question,  to 
one  always  expecting  to  l)e  clutched  at  the 
throat  by  a  mastiff,  or  be  nipped  on  the  heel  by 
a  cur,  to  one  who  believes  in  hydrophobia  in 
its  most  terrible  form,  it  cannot  be  other  than  a 
genuine  pleasure  to  meet  a  party  oi'  Eskimo 
(loirs,  which  seem  to  entertain  a  sincere  friend- 
ship  and  respect  for  the  Avhite  man.  Indeed, 
it  is  quite  Hattering  when  compared  with  lli(Mr 
indifference  for  the  Indian.     I  say  nothing  about 
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the  domestic  ''  tiffs  "  amono;  these  (log's,  l)ee!iuso 
those  arc  nil'airs  tliat  never  oiiijlit  to  be  heard  of 
outside  the  faiuily  circle,  l)iit  it  is  well  known 
that  tlieir  cars,  when  in  a  normal  condition, 
always  stick  sharply  up,  while  after  beini^ 
"chawed"  thev  hanu'  down  in  a  way  that  gives 
the  animal  to  which  they  heloni»'  a  bhtse,  not  to 
say  a  debauched  ai)pcarance — and  a  good  many 
ears  are  in  a  morbidly  despondent  condition. 

When  the  sun  shines  and  the  thermometer 
g'ets  up  to  sixty,  as  we  had  it  at  St.  ]Micliael'.s, 
these  dogs  lie  in  the  shade  and  pant.  AVhen 
there  is  a  sunnner  shower  they  stroll  al)out  and 
smile.  Thev  have  heavy  coats  for  the  cold 
winters,  and  as  vet  tlieir  masters  have  not  gone 
so  far  as  to  consult  their  comfort  by  shearing 
them  in  the  si)ring  like  sheep.  So  they  must 
SAveat  and  pant  in  dog-days. 

Two  teams  hitched  up  to  sledges  here  afforded 
us  an  exhibition  of  how  such  affairs  are  man- 
aged, and  in  l)()tli  instances,  as  soon  as  the  har- 
ness was  brought  out  and  laid  upon  the  ground, 
every  old  dog  about  the  place  was  Avild  with 
excitement  and  eager  to  get  into  collar  and 
traces.  We  went  up  on  the  "tundra,"  or  wet 
prairie,  back  of  the  redoubt,  and  with  five  dogs 
hitched  tandem,  had  a  ride  upon  the  sled,  which 
was  hustled  along  over  the  grassy  hummocks  at 
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a  good  trot,  u  man  lunniiiu'  alicad  as  a  guide, 
and  another  holding  the  liaiuUes  l)ehind,  as  with 
a  plow,  to  steady  and  keep  the  sled  from  going 
over.  These  tandem  teams  were  of  "Ameriean 
mastiff"  breed,  the  KsUimo  dogs  being  always, 
till  very  lately,  worked  double,  one  on  caeh 
side  of  a  line  from  the  sled  to  a  siniiie  leader  in 
front.  They  have  their  advantaues  and  disad- 
vantages.  The  American  dogs  are  more  power- 
ful than  those  of  Hskimo  breeding,  and  working 
them  in  siniile  tile  reiiuires  less  trail-breakinir  in 
a  deep,  light  snow.  l>ut  they  cannot  stand 
severe  cold  ecpial  to  the  Ivskimo  dogs,  which 
have  the  shai>"i»'v  coats,  and  have  l)een  acclimated 
through  generations  of  pnidecessors. 

The  Eskimo  d()<»\s  are  iicnerally  of  a  liii'ht 
brown,  frequently  mottled  with  a  darker  shade 
of  the  same  color.  A  few  show  some  white. 
They  are  about  twice  as  large,  on  an  average, 
as  the  Spitz  dog,  which  is  connnon  in  the  States. 
While  patient  and  tractable  with  man,  they  have 
their  own  troubles  and  frequently  make  night 
hideous  Avith  their  howlings. 

There  has  been  much  romancinir  and  exaiXire- 
ration  about  the  capacities  of  Eskimo  dog  teams, 
but  from  the  best  accounts  it  is  not  prudent  to 
start  out  on  a  trip  ot  fiy  considerable  distance 
with  more  than  t\\  :^  hi  ndred  i)ounds  to  a  teani 
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of  seven  dogs.  The  traders  generally  travel 
with  a  number  of  teams  together,  that  the  men 
may  be  of  assistance  to  each  other.  The  cargo 
is  lashed  tirmly  into  the  sled,  so  tiiat,  in  case 
of  a  capsize,  it  can  be  righted  again  without  re- 
packing. Under  very  favorable  circumstances, 
on  good  roads  (smooth  ice  or  well-packed,  level 
snow),  long  distances  are  made.  Ninety  miles 
in  one  day  of  fifteen  hours  have  been  traversed 
with  a  team  of  nine  dogs.  Such  drives  arc, 
however,  of  rare  occurrence.  During  the  sum- 
mer the  dogs  receive  but  little  attention,  being 
left  to  forage  for  their  food  generally,  getting  a 
few  scraps  or  a  little  tish  sou{)  occasionally. 
But  in  the  winter  they  are  valuable  property, 
and  are  often  s-  apped  or  sold  at  fancy  prices. 
When  a  trader  is  startina:  out  alone  from  the 
base  of  supplies  with  his  team,  all  the  other 
traders  make  a  point  of  being  up  and  about  at 
an  early  hour  on  that  morning,  to  see  that  no 
mistakes  are  made  about  the  dogs  harnessed,  as 
an  eye  is  always  kept  to  the  main  chance  of 
gaining  a  good  dog  by  accident. 

The  Eskimos  are  generally  a  quiet,  inoflfensive 
people.  From  the  Kusko()uim  northward  to 
the  rum  rcijion  the  Indians  have  a  tlatterin^  fear 
of  the  white  man.  Thev,  and  all  other  Indians 
in  Alaska  having  comnmnications  with  traders 
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before  Seward's  purchase,  were  kept  in  close 
subjection  l)y  the  Russians,  who  made  them  feel 
their  power,  so  that  evcri  to  this  day  a  white 
man  may  go  into  a  "kashinia"  alone  and  un- 
armed, and  beat  whomsoever  he  pleases  without 
much  risk  of  meeting  witli  resistance  or  retalia- 
tion ;  and  this  among  a  i)eople  who  believe  m 
avenging  the  death  of  a  relative  by  blood.  Of 
the  white  man  they  have  a  dread,  because  they 
believe  he  represents  a  ])ower  that  could  crush 
them  out  of  existence,  and  would  be  quick  to 
do  it  if  provocation  were  given.  That  is  among 
the  more  southern  Innults  or  Eskimos,  and 
above,  among  the  Yukon  and  Tennanai  Indians, 
where  white  men  go  to  trade.  It  is  well  for 
the  whites  that  the  Indians  so  regard  them,  or 
they  would  not  dare  to  stay  in  the  country  an 
hour. 

Among  the  coast  natives  of  Cape  Prince  of 
AVales  and  Kotzbue  Sound,  there  is  a  ditferent 
condition  of  affairs.  Wliite  men  would  hardly 
be  safe  to  go  among  them  alone  as  tiiey  do  uj) 
the  Yukon.  The  mode  of  traffic  up  the  coast 
way  is  for  the  Indians  to  come  off'  in  Ihoir  })oats 
to  the  vessels  that  fre(|uent  these  waters,  and  do 
their  tradinc:  on  board.  Kven  this  is  now  con- 
sidered  somewhat  dangerous  for  vessels  with  a 
small  equipment. 
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It  was  at  Cji[)o  Prince  of  Wales  that  the  In- 
dian massacre  occurred  in  1877,  and  as  there 
have  been  fights  and  feuds  at  other  points  to 
the  northward,  in  (consequence  of  the  presence 
of  rum  among  tliem,  it  is  not  a  good  place  for 
a  white  man  to  go  alone.  How  long  the  more 
southern  Eskimos  will  maintain  their  present 
submissive  character  cannot  be  foretold,  but  the 
presence  of  an  armed  ship  in  these  waters  every 
year  would  go  a  long  way  toward  keeping  these 
peaceable,  and  toward  preventing  the  further 
demoralization  of  those  to  the  northward,  by 
suppressing  the  rum  traffic. 

These  coast  Indians  about  Xorton  Sound  have 
a  fashion  of  clipping  their  hair  from  the  upjjcr 
part  of  the  head,  leaving  the  lower  portion  to 
grow  longer.  This  is  then  cut  around  in  a 
circular  fashion  so  as  to  have  it  "banged"  on 
the  forehead,  after  the  style  of  the  young  ladies 
of  the  United  States  and  other  hi":hlv  civilized 
places.  From  the  forehead  the  lower  line  is 
graduated  around  in  a  slope  to  the  back  of  the 
neck.  Now,  when  some  of  the  Tennanai  In- 
dians come  down  the  Yukon  and  see  this  style, 
they  adopt  it  as  the  "latest  agony,"  and  go 
home  with  a  swaggering  air  as  if  just  returned 
from  London  and  Paris  to  Oshkosh. 

Some  of  these  Indians  have  their  noses  pierced, 
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and  a  great  many  hav^e  two  holes,  one  on  each 
side  of  the  lower  lip,  just  below  the  corners  of 
the  mouth.  In  southern  Alaska  and  in  Britisli 
Columbia,  s(|uaws  have  one  such  aperture,  in 
which  they  wear  an  ivory  oniairont,  sometimes 
an  inch  in  width  and  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in 
thickness,  but  here  the  men  have  two  of  these 
wounds.  It  is  not  an  unconnnon  thinii"  liere  to 
see  a  vouna"  ii'ii'l  ii'oinu;  ah)no:  with  a  short  strin*; 
of  beads  pendant  from  her  nose,  tlie  siirht  of 
which  may  be  very  fascinatins:  amonii'  the  young 
men  of  her  tribe,  but  to  one  not  accustomed  to 
such  ornamentation  the  effect  at  a  distance  of 
ten  or  fifteen  paces  is  not  particularly  i)lcasing. 
A  closer  view,  when  one  comes  to  see  exactly 
what  it  is,  is  not  quite  so  shocking ;  and,  pos- 
sibly, if  one  were  only  used  to  it,  the  i'ashion 
would  be  quite  as  tolerable  as  rings  in  the  ears, 
bano^injj:  the  hair,  and  chewins;  frum. 


tyle, 
irne<l 


:ced, 


CHAPTER  XIX. 
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^T^HEKK  lire  no  I'ui*  soul  nor  scu-ottcr  skins  in 
-*-  the  trade  anionu'  the  Eskimos,  hut  there  is 
ji  character  to  the  furs  which  tells  of  the  country 
where  the}'  originate.  White  foxes,  the  Arctic 
hare  —  all  white,  white  wolves,  white  l)ear,  and 
white  deer  skins,  are  connnon  articles  of  trade. 
In  addition  to  these  are  the  land  otter,  marten, 
American  sable,  mink,  beaver,  red  fox,  marmot 
or  flfi'ound  squirrel,  and  muskrat,  as  the  princi- 
pal skins.  The  difference  between  martin  anc 
American  sable  is  one  rather  of  deuree  than  of 
kind.  The  Siberian  sable,  the  most  valuable  of 
land  furs  (except  silver-gra}'  and  black  foxes), 
is  darker  than  the  American  sable  when  it  is 
found  in  the  woods  where  there  is  a  perl'ect 
shade.  The  scarcity"  of  trees  makes  the  fur 
lighter  in  color,  until,  in  the  marten,  it  becomes 
a  brown  and,  rarely,  yellow.  In  the  animal 
itself  there  appears  to  be  no  marked  difference 
between  the  sable  and  the  marten.  The  marten 
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is  quick  jind  buhl  onoiii:;!!  to  kill  the  porcupine ; 
luul  yet  it  ciui  be  eiisiiy  tjuued  so  tluit  it  will 
spring  up  in  u  socijible  way  and  snatch  the  meat 
from  its  master's  j)late.  It  is  (juicker  than  :i  cat, 
and  is  sure  death  on  rats  and  mice.  Whether  it 
is  called  martini  or  American  sable  the  animal 
is  the  same.  The  (juality  of  the  marten  and 
sable,  as  well  as  tlu^  color,  is  alfccted  l)y  local 
circumstances.  When  the  snow  is  soft  and 
light  all  the  winter,  the  fur  gets  a  bright  polish 
and  remains  smooth  and  even  on  the  surface. 
When  the  snow  becomes  hard  and  sharp,  by 
packing  and  by  thawing  and  freezing,  it  cuts 
the  lon<»:  tine  hairs  of  the  skins,  nroducinii'  un- 
even  and  harsh  edges.  This  circumstance 
makes  an  important  ditlerence  in  the  value  of 
the  skin. 

AVolverines  were  formerly  so  nuich  in  demand 
among  the  coast  Indians  up  this  way,  that  the 
trading  comi)anies  ])urchased  them  in  Cook's 
Inlet  and  tiristol  Wny  for  importation  here, 
where  they  were  used  by  the  natives  in  trim- 
ming })arkies.  The  wolverine  is  not  only  scarce 
among  them,  but  it  is  a  "  medicine"  animal,  the 
Indian  killing  one  setting  every  sort  of  food 
availa])le  and  lighted  candles,  or  oil-lamps, 
around  the  carcase  for  two  days  before  skinning 
it.     That    is    the  custom    amouir  the    interior 
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Indians  who  kill  them.  Upon  tho  coast,  how- 
ever, the  wolverine  is  not  ibinul,  and  conse- 
(luentlj  the  skins  are  in  lireat  demand.  They 
are  not  so  lai'irely  imported  from  helow  us 
ibrnierly,  being  now  brought  down  })y  traders 
I'rom  tlie  upper  Yukon.  The  parka,  or  fur 
robes,  on  the  American  side  of  the  Straits, 
are  made  of  the  marmot  or  ground  squirrel, 
trimmed  with  wolverine  around  the  lower  edjje 
of  the  skirt,  the  hood  havinix  a  border  of  white 
wolf,  which  gives  the  face  of  the  wearer  a 
weird  and  fantastic  appearance.  The  men's 
l)arkas  are  generally  plain,  except  the  wolver- 
ine border  on  the  skirt  and  wolf  on  the  hood ; 
l)ut  some  of  the  women's  robes  are  very  orna- 
mental. They  are  cut  circular  at  the  l)ottom  of 
the  skirt,  before  and  behind,  leaving  a  space 
about  twelve  inches  from  top  to  bottom  on  each 
side.  The  lower  portions  of  the  skirt  of  the 
woman's  parka  are  generally  ornamented  with 
'vhitc  deerskin,  land  otter  and  fancy  work  with 
thread  and  dyed  feathers. 

The  finest  parkies,  however,  are  of  fawn 
skin,  and  come  from  Siberia.  They  are  richly 
embroidered  on  the  flesh  side  with  silk,  in 
colors,  and  are  very  expensive,  some  rating 
as  high  as  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dol- 
lars.    The  connnon  parka,  such  as  is  used  by 
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the  oi'dinjiry  Eskimos,  and  such  as  were  pro- 
vided for  the  men  of  the  "Jeannctte,"  are 
cheap,  beinii"  made  of  squirrel  skins,  without 
ornamentation.  They  are  warm,  and  warmth 
is  what  is  required  in  the  Arctic  region.  The 
liooded  j)arka  and  the  fancy  deerskin  boots, 
which  complete  the  attire  so  far  as  visible, 
make  a  picturesque  dress,  admirably  suited 
to  the  climate  and  the  people.  It  is  stated 
that  the  women  wear  leathern  pantaloons  be- 
neath this  beautiful  outer  covering. 

For  people,  their  hal)its  and  customs,  imple- 
ments and  dress ;  for  scenery  and  climate  at 
this  season  of  the  year ;  for  salmon  and  wild- 
goose  eggs,  and  an  api)ctite  that  is  backed  by 
digestive  organs  extraordinary,  — this  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  places  to  which  civilized 
people,  sweltering  in  the  great  cities  of  the 
Eastern  States,  could  make  sunnner  excursions, 
all)eit  somewhat  out  of  the  route  of  palace  cars. 
But  for  a  permanent  residence  it  cannot  be  com- 
mended. 

There  are  some  half-dozon  whites  here,  and 
they  appear  to  enjoy  life,  but  their  minds  are 
generally  occupied  by  questions  of  trade,  either 
in  having  it  or  preparing  for  it ;  and,  moreover, 
they  all  look  forward  to  a  time  of  leaving  the 
country  and  returning  to  the  haunts  of  civiliza- 
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tion.  Hcsidos,  tlioy  an^  not  completely  exiled, 
jis  they  ^o  down  to  San  Fiaiicisco  on  a  t'urloii<>:h 
once  in  every  two  or  three  years.  The  thou<«:l»t 
of  these  journ(^ys  buoys  them  up  Ijclbre  they 
go  and  sustains  them  after  they  return.  So 
they  get  through  life  and  manage  to  keep  them- 
selves in  flesh. 

St.  Michael's  is  a  good  place  for  the  curiosity 
hunter  to  visit.  The  Indians  up  this  way,  witli 
feathers  throuirh  their  noses,  tlieir  fanciful  fur 
clothing,  tlieir  skin-boats,  their  dogs  and  sledges, 
their  ivory-headed  s[)ears  Jind  arrows,  their 
stone-lamps  for  burning  blubber,  and  a  hun- 
dred other  queer  commodities,  furnish  a  fertile 
field  for  the  collection  of  cnrios.  ]Mannnoth 
tusks  are  more  plentiful  about  here  than  forest 
trees,  and  they  may  be  had  cheap  as  lire  wood. 
Even  stone  axes  are  to  be  obtained  occasionally, 
though  they  may  be  numl)ered  with  the  friction 
fire-producers  —  among  implements  no^v  obso- 
lete. Everything  of  this  kind,  or  samples  of  all 
such  articles,  are  in  constant  demand  at  that 
great  repository  of  wonders,  the  Smithsonian 
Institute,  which  has  emissaries  in  all  parts  of 
the  country  gathering  cast-off  clothing  and 
worn-out    implements   among  savages. 

Of  all  the  ctiriofi  from  this  country  the  most 
inexplicable  was  found  near  Fort  Yukon  several 
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years  aufo.  At  tliat  time  a  Tanadiaii  who  was 
then  ill  liio  employ  of  tlie  Alaska  (V)mmereial 
Company,  discovered  a  skull  alxmt  half  a  mile 
from  the  fort,  which  he  could  not  "  identify." 
It  was  apparently  from  some  animal  of  the  bo- 
vine hind,  hut  what  particular  species  was  a 
mystery.  Havinuf  spent  some  years  on  tho 
Upper  Missouri  and  on  the  lied  Kiver  of  the 
Xorth,  ho  was  familiar  with  the  huflalo,  and  felt 
satistied  it  could  not  he  a  bullalo  skull ;  beside 
bullalos  are  not  found  so  far  north  as  Fort 
Yukon,  which  is  within  the  Arctic  Circle. 

After  puzzling  his  head  over  the  mystery  for 
months,  ho  sent  the  skull  down  to  the  Com- 
pany's office  in  San  Francisco,  with  an  account 
of  where  it  was  found.  There  all  efforts  to 
identifv  it  failed,  and  it  was  forwarded  to  the 
Smithsonian,  accomi)anied  by  a  written  explana- 
tion of  its  discovery.  The  scientists  of  the 
Smithsonian,  spent  long  days  and  nights  over  it, 
and  though  they  ma}^  not  admit  the  fact,  were 
at  a  loss  to  make  a  very  succinct  exi)lanation 
of  tlie  character  of  the  animal  to  which  it  be- 
longed. It  was  finally  ])ronounced  the  head  of 
an  extinct  species  of  elk,  and  exi)erts  at  once 
set  to  work  making  drawings  and  plaster 
models   of  the    extinct   animal. 

About  three  years  ago  the  lucky  tinder  of  the 
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skull  lejirned  that  whon  Fort  Yukon  was  sup- 
posed to  be  witliin  IJritish  America  tlic  Hudson 
Bay  (^ompany  imported  a  l)ull  and  a  cow  to 
that  place.  The  bull  died  and  the  cow  was 
killed  for  beef,  having  been  latterly  in  a  condi- 
ticm  of  constant  mourning  for  her  departed 
lord  and  there  is  no  lonirer  anv  room  for  doubt 
that  the  skull  which  puz/led  the  Smithsonian 
scientists  was  a  cow's  skull  and  nothing  less.  It 
is  possible  that,  as  soon  as  the  report  of  this  dis- 
covery becomes  public,  the  cow's  skull  may  be 
ground  up  and  used  as  a  fertilizer  on  the  beau- 
tiful Smithsonian  grounds,  the  plaster  casts  re- 
duced to  powder,  and  the  records  of  the  learned 
debates  on  the  subject  will  be  immcHliately  de- 
stroyed. The  professors  may  then  deny  the 
facts. 

Down  about  Sitka  one  hear  some  ver}'-  possi- 
tive  talk  about  "  mines,'*  and  this  breaks  out, 
even  up  here,  occasionally,  but  in  a  subdued 
way.  There  may  be  gold  uj)  the  Yukon, 
as  some  peo[)le  aflect  to  believe,  but,  if  so,  the 
diiTirinirs  should  be  wonderfullv  rich  to  be  proti- 
table.  In  a  country  where  the  winters  are  of 
eight  months'  duration,  and  where  the  ther- 
mometer indicates  sixty  to  seventy  degrees 
below  zero  for  a  month  at  a  time,  with  forty 
to   fifty  degrees  for  longer   periods,  the  work 
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done  in  Iho  siiuhikm"  inoiillis  ouirlil  to  ))e  well 
paid  tor.  At  till  events,  ultlioiiiili  tlien^  luivo 
been  rumors  of  <liu:iiiiii:s,  then;  lias  hoon  no 
reliable  information  of  mines  in  this  extreme 
northern  part  of  our  possessions. 

So  far  as  at  pres(  nt  known  this  re^rion  is  tit 
for  nothiniT  hut  the  fur  trade,  and  that  will  proh- 
nbly  never  furnish  protitable  returns  for  man\ ,  if 
any,  more  than  thosc^  now  enuaged  in  it.  Tiie 
res()ure(\s  of  an  aji'rieultural  country  •  ;  :y  be 
developed,  and  the  products  ineivased,  by  rail- 
roads and  .iloamboats,  by  immigration,  and  by 
impicved  muehinery.  The  fur  trade  is  such 
that,  the  niori;  it  is  eneourair^'d  when  open  to 
competition,  the  sooner  it  declines  and  becomes 
exhiuisted.  This  is  one  branch  of  trade  which 
will  not  endure  stimulatinu",  and  if  there  is 
anythiniT  of  value  in  the  Yukon  reuion,  outside 
of  the  fur  trade,  it  docs  not  now  make  any 
demonstration. 

The  Yukon  is  a  wonderful  river,  capable  of 
carrying'  a  tonnage  e(|ual  to  the  Mississippi,  but 
there  is  nothing  at  present  tributary  to  it  that 
is  capable  of  creating  a  conunerce.  Two  stern- 
wheel  steamers  a))pear  to  be  capal)lo  of  satisfy- 
ing the  wants  of  conunerce  ui)on  the  Yukon  at 
present  and  for  a  long  time  to  come.  There 
are  said  to  be  innncnse  valleys  or  bottom  lands 
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of  great  richness  of  soil  along  the  Yukon  and 
on  some  of  its  tributaries,  and  upon  the  Kusko- 
quini,  south  of  the  Yukon  ;  but  the  richest  soil 
is  valueless  if  the  climate  be  such  that  nothinir 
for  the  benefit  of  maii  will  grow  and  ri^jcn  in  it. 
There  is  no  timber  alonir  this  northern  coast, 
altliough  spruce  is  abundant  in  the  interior,  but 
the  value  of  this  cannot  be  appreciated.  Possi- 
bly cattle  might  be  raised  here  if  grass  would 
ripen  and  hay  could  be  procured  for  winter 
foddering,  but  when  live-stock  may  be  raised 
without  this;  trouble  and  unavoidable  expense 
of  this  countrv  several  thousand  miles  nearer  to 
market,  the  advantages  of  Alaska  as  a  pastoral 
region  cjiri  hardly  be  made  apparent  during  the 
present  century.  Alaska  is  really  of  little  value 
to  our  government  beyond  what  is  derived  from 
the  seal  islands,  rent,  and  tax,  and  the  vague 
benefits  from  the  fur  ti'ade  in  ironeral.  But  the 
coast  might  be  surveyed  in  the  interests  of  nav- 
igation, though  it  might  take  years  to  make  a 
reliable  chart  of  that  portion  from  Bristol  Bay 
to  Norton  Sound.  There  might  l)e  no  })rofit  in 
it,  but  a  great  nation  ought  to  know  something 
about  its  own  possessions,  and  i)articularly 
about  its  coasts  and  border  lines ;  and  the  navy 
or  some  other  department  could  find  employ- 
ment up  here  in  many  places.    Profit,  however, 
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in  the  way  of  dollars  and  cents,  to  be  returned 
at  any  near  day,  should  not  be  looked  tor.  IT 
the  soundinirs  are  ever  made,  it  should  only  he 
as  a  matter  of  national  pride,  and  tluu  ()u<>ht  to 
he  understood.  They  could  hardly  he  of  any 
value  to  the  people  of  Alaska,  nor  coukl  they 
do  nuicli  toward  developiiiii'  a  count rv  which  is 
almost  entirely  without  such  natural  resources 
as  can  he  turned  to  any  aood  account.  AVhile 
ui)on  this  subject  1  wish  to  make  a  few 
meteoroloiiical  o))servati()ns  drawn  from  offi- 
cial and  unofficial  records.  I  am  aware  tliat 
there  are  people  interested  in  Alaska  who  main- 
tain that  this  Territorv  is  suited  for  ai>ricul- 
tural  purposes  because 'tliey  honestly  believe  in 
the  country,  and  because  a  few  potatoes  and 
hardier  roots  have  been  crown  here,  but  in 
exceedingly  limited  (piantilies.  A  record  of 
the  weather  up  the  Yukon  was  made  at  Fort 
Keliance,  about  latitude  T)")",  lonii'itudc  142° 
west.  Fort  Keliance,  at  whiih  i)()int  il  was 
taken  from  a  spirit  thermometer  by  the  trader 
"Jack"  McQuestin,  winter  of  liS7<S-i),  is  four 
hundred  and  tiftv  miles  bv  the  course  of  the 
river  above  Fort  Y'ukon,  Init  not  so  far  to  the 
northward,  the  'itter  beinsf  just  within  the  Arc- 
tic Circle,  and  the  most  northerly  reaular  trad- 
ing-post in  any  part  of  the  United  States  or  its 


,i 


196 


A    TRIP  TO  ALASKA. 


Territories.  As  tlie  climate  in  the  interior  is 
pronounecd  highly  satist'aetory  hy  Ahiskun  en- 
thusiasts, and  as  several  persons  declare  the 
possibilities  of  its  aiiricultural  products  to  ])e 
exceediniily  great,  these  figures  may  be  of 
interest  to  those  seekinii:  information  concernino- 
the  country. 

The  highest  temi)erature  of  the  year  1878  at 
Fort  Iveliance  was  72^  al)ove  zero,  on  ^lay  14 
and  September  lo,  dates  which  might  be  called 
the  bei>innini»'  and  end  of  summer.  The  lowest 
temperature  of  the  winter  was  i\(f  below  on  the 
2ist  of  February,  187*).  On  Fel)ruary  20,  four 
observations,  made  at  S)  a.m.,  12m.,  (3  p.m., 
and  9  r.]\i.,  aiiirreijated  200,  an  averao-e  of  50° 
below"  zero  for  tlie  entire  dav.  The  mean  for 
the  lowest  month  in  tiiat  winter,  February, 
uas  2b}/  below ;  the  highest  mean  for  any 
month  was  in  jNIay,  OO''  al)ove. 

On  the  fith  of  February  the  thermometer  indi- 
cated a  rise  of  temperature,  during  a  southwest 
wind,  from  28°  below  at  7  a.m.  to  zero  at  noon, 
to  14"  above  at  3  v.^\.,  then  down  again  to  18° 
below  at  ')  r.M.,  and  28°  below  at  10  p.m. 
This  was  a  variation  of  bC)°  in  one  day.  At 
Fort  Ivcliance,  in  tlie  winter  of  18.55-6,  as  is 
alleged  by  one  of  the  tra<lers,  a  two-pound  bot- 
tle of  (quicksilver  in  a  cabin  remained  frozen  for 
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two  weeks.  At  St.  Michael's,  Norton  Sound, 
in  1878,  the  highest  thennometcr  wtis  in  July, 
73°  above,  and  the  lowest  in  February,  25° 
below.  The  winter  mean  for  November,  De- 
cember, February,  and  March,  was  60°  below. 
The  summer  mean  for  June,  July,  and  August 
was  50°  above.  The  yearly  mean  was  29° 
above. 

The  rainfall  last  year,  including  melted  snow, 
was  but  10.8  inches.  The  highest  velocity  of 
the  wind  per  hour  was  in  xVugust,  74  miles, 
and  the  total  wind  in  that  month  was  11,279 
miles.  The  highest  temperature  at  St.  Michael's 
in  live  years  was  75°  above  ;  lowest,  55°  below. 

It  may  possi])ly  be  objected  that  the  Yukon 
w^eath«r  reports  quoted  above  are  from  an  ex- 
treme northerly  district,  which  is  true ;  but  it 
is  asserted  bv  Alaskan  advocates  that  though 
the  coast  line  from  Cape  Fox — the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  the  Territory — to  Sitka  is  too  foggy, 
rain}',  and  swampy,  the  inland  soil  and  climate 
are  superior.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  that 
the  countrv  immediate! v  back  of  Sitka  is  much 
more  favorable  than  further  to  the  northward, 
beino;  of  ^reat  altitude  and  remo\'ed  from  the 
influence  of  sea  currents,  though  undoubtedl}' 
there  are  some  differences,  novhaps  not  always 
in  favor  of  the  Sitka  '  ...iiiide. 
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As  a  set-ofF  for  the  Yukon  iind  St.  Michael's 
record  I  coi)y  from  the  log  of  the  "Kush''  the 
weather  record  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  durinjr 
the  month  of  tTune,  1879.  This  record  was 
written  down  every  four  hours,  or  six  times  a 
day,  from  Ukolonoy,  just  south  of  the  peninsula 
of  Alaska,  to  Onalaska  and  Attou,  within  a  belt 
between  52°  and  55°  10'  north  latitude,  reaching 
briefly  as  high  as  57° — the  fur  seal  islands. 
This  includes  the  entire  scope  of  the  Aleutian 
Archipelago,  which  has  been  recommended  by 
some  persons  who  never  saw  Alaska  as  desira- 
ble for  the  location  of  penal  colonies  —  where 
men  might  agriculturally  earn  their  own  livings 
and  get  themselves  new  family  relations.  Here 
is  the  June  weather  of  the  Aleutian  Islands — 
about  same  latitude  as  Sitka. 


Date 

. 

Thermometer. 

Weather. 

June 

1  .  .  . 

mean 

l39     .   . 

•  Foggy. 

2   .   . 

<( 

40     .    . 

.   Fog,  squalls, 

and  rain. 

3  .   .   . 

t( 

39i   .   . 

i(           (( 

<(       (( 

4  .   .   . 

(< 

40     .   . 

i<           '( 

(«       <t 

5  .   . 

ti 

39     .   . 

.   Hail  and  snow  squalls. 

6  .  .   . 

X 

40     .   . 

.    Cloudy  and  rain  squalls 

7  .  . 

b( 

41^  .    . 

.   Squally  and  i 

ainy. 

8  .   . 

'( 

44     .   . 

.   (Jloudy     " 

ic 

9  .   . 

•  < 

41     .   . 

.   Fog 

ii 

10   .  . 

<( 

40     .   . 

.   Squally    " 

(( 

11   .   . 

i( 

41     .   . 

.   Breezy     " 

(( 

12  .   . 

t( 

38     .   . 

.  Squalls,  sleet 

,  and  rain 
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Date. 

Thermonietor. 

ne  13   .   . 

mean  36     .   . 

"    14   .   . 

-     39f 

"    15   .    . 

"     37 

"    16   .    . 

.       "     38 

'•    17    .   . 

"     39 

•'    18   .   . 

"     38 

"     19   .   . 

"     43 

♦•    20   .   .   . 

"     40^   . 

"    21    .   . 

"     39f 

"    22   .   . 

"     39 

"    23   .    . 

*'     42 

'*    24   .   . 

"     40^ 

"    25   .   . 

'■     42 

"    26   .   . 

'•     39^ 

•'    27   .   . 

"     38f 

"    28   .   . 

"     40| 

"    29   .    . 

"     39 

"    30   .   . 

.       "     46i 

Weather. 

Squalls,  sleot,  and  rain. 

Lij^ht  breeze,  clear. 

Frequent  snow  squalls. 

Calm,  but  overcast. 

Light  airs,  overcast. 

Misty,  overcast. 

Foggy,  squally,  thick. 

Heavy  squalls,  thick. 

Thick,  rainy,  squalls. 

"      and  rainy. 
tt        t(       i< 

Changeable,  with  rain. 

Partly  clear. 

Overcast. 

Partly  clear. 

Overcast. 

Foggy  and  misty. 

Partly  clear. 


rain. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


THE    SUMMER   CROP   OF    REALS. 


pvN  tho  afternoon  of  July  23,  the  "Rush" 
-  steamed  out  from  St.  Michael's  and  a^ain 
headed  for  the  fur-seal  island  of  St.  Paul. 
Morton  Sound  was  as  smooth  as  a  mill-pond, 
and  Behring  Sea  showed  only  a  slight  ripple, 
called  up  by  a  soft,  western  breeze. 

The  water  along  the  cojist  from  Norton 
Sound  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kuskoquim 
is  so  shoal  that  it  is  dangerous  for  a  ship  to 
attempt  the  passage,  in  }?.laces,  within  ten  miles 
of  land.  Going  southwnrd  till  the  island  of 
Nunivak  was  abeam,  the  "Rush"  was  stopped 
once  every  hour  for  soundings,  a  result  of 
whi(;h  was  that,  out  of  sight  of  the  land,  the 
Avater  was  found  only  deep  enough  for  a  good 
anchorage.  The  mouths  of  the  Yukon  have 
been  depositing  sand  along  the  eastern  shore 
of  this  portion  of  Behring  Sea  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  it  is  now^  regarded  by  all  navigators  in 
these  waters  as  particularly   dangerous.      An- 
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other elcmont  of  (Liiiaer  is  lound  in  the  fjict 
that  the  coast  line,  as  appears  from  frequent 
and  reliable  observations  by  such  navii>-ators 
as  are  compelled  to  come  this  way,  is  set 
about  ten  miles  too  far  to  the  eastward,  on 
all  the  charts.  The  entire  coast  from  Nuni- 
vak,  at  least,  to  Norton  Sound,  ought  to  be 
surveyed,  and  soundings  taken,  so  as  to  afford 
reliable  information,  where  at  })resent  too  nmch 
is  left  to  conjecture. 

AVe  experienced  the  brightest  and  most  de- 
lightful weather  from  St.  iMichael's  till  the 
morninff  of  the  26th,  when  a  thick  foi>'  shut 
down,  so  that  no  observation  of  our  position 
could  be  had.  We  were  headed  for  St.  Paul's, 
and  bv  noon  had  run  our  distance  out ;  but  the 
weather  was  so  thick  it  was  im})ossiblc  to  know 
whether  we  were  to  the  eastward  or  the  west- 
ward of  the  land  we  wanted  to  make.  In  these 
waters,  currents  are  continually  settinij:  vessels 
out  of  their  courses,  which  is  not  so  serious  a 
matter  when  observations  can  l)e  taken  daily 
and  corrections  made  by  the  wa\  :  but  when  a 
vessel  is  run  for  days  by  com})ass  and  dead 
reckoninij  only,  the  currents  sometimes  i^lav 
sad  havoc  with  the  calculations,  and  a  ship 
may  be  fifty  or  sixty  miles  out  of  position 
without  an3diody  being  blameal)le. 
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Tho  [\)fv  around  tlio  Seal  Lslands  is  peculiar 
in  sonic  i-espects.  The  sun  may  be  shining 
overhead  all  day,  so  that  the  weather  appears 
to  be  always  at  the  clearing-up  point,  but  the 
('learini»-  does  not  take  place.  The  lbi»-  han<rs 
low  and  thick  all  around,  so  as  to  cut  otF  the 
line  ol"  \  ision  not  more  than  a  ship-leni»th  away, 
even  while  tlu^  sun  is  smiling  upon  the  anxious 
navigator.  'I'he  fog  is  of  such  a  thick,  creamy 
consistency,  that  it  wraps  itself  around  the  rig- 
ging, finally  stretching  down  and  (b'opping  otf 
like  molasses.  The  man  on  the  forecastle,  offi- 
cers in  charge  of  the  deck,  and  the  captain,  try 
to  look  through  it  until  their  eyes  are  as  red  as 
if  they  had  been  half  roasted.  Having  run  the 
distance,  according  to  dead  reckoning,  about 
noon  on  the  2Gth,  the  "Hush"  was  slowed  down 
to  the  consumption  of  one  l)ucket  of  coal  per 
hour,  and  we  began  cautiously  feeling  for  the 
island.  The  course  is  altered  to  the  eastward, 
and  soundings  are  taken  every  half-hour.  They 
commence  at  19  fathoms  and  gradually  run  up 
to  20,  22,  25,  30  and  35.  The  charts  do  not 
give  any  soundings  about  St.  Paul's,  and  if  we 
had  lieen  near  the  land  we  must  now  be  getting 
away  from  it. 

The  soundinas  beina  unsatisfactory,  thecoi.rse 
is  changed,  and  we  go  slowly  feeling  our  way 
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on  n  northern  tack.  The  c'.'i})tjiin  requests  thosc^ 
on  the  "lioiise"  with  him  to  ke(»p  their  W(^!ither- 
nosti'ii  open  tor  a  snitl*  of  the  seal  which  at  this 
season  is  ver}'  pronounced,  hut  neltiier  snielliuii- 
nor  seeino;  is  ahle  to  reveal  the  hind.  The  vessel 
is  Ijii<l  on  a  course  of  north-northeast,  and  look- 
inu:  and  snifliii<»:  continues,  hut  without  results. 
In  this  manner  the  afternoon  [)asses,  and  after 
su})pcr  we  tind  ourselves  still  hunting  for  the 
land,  which  we  know  is  somewhere  stuck  away 
in  that  thick  fog. 

It  heiiins  to  look  as  if  we  were  doomed  to 
make  a  night  of  it,  when  the  ca})tain  and  pilot, 
who  have  been  leaning  upon  the  pilot-house, 
crawl  u})  in  a  nervous  sort  of  way,  trying  to 
make  something  out  of  a  slightly  denser  Vuw 
than  the  oreat  hulk  of  the  fog.  The  irregulai" 
outline,  as  of  hills  here  and  there,  give  it  an 
ap})earance  of  land,  and  as  the  helm  is  })ut 
a-port  and  the  "  Rush  "  comes  around  to  get  the 
wind  aheam,  it  is  pronounced  land,  sure  enough, 
and  an  odor  as  of  old  rain-water  in  a  cistern 
comes  aboard,  succeeded  by  a  stronger  smell, 
and,  as  the  land  is  neared,  the  outlines  and 
smell  become  more  distinct,  the  1)ellowing  of 
bull  seals  is  heard,  the  blaatinu:  of  the  cows 
mingles  with  the  roar;  the  "  ow,  ow  !  "  of  the 
pups  can  be  distinguished,  and,  with  the  sounds 
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of  ji  injiminotli  csittlc-show,  with  Iho  odors  of  a 
poultry  cxhil)iti()n,  nui<riiitit'<l  to  tlio  (5, .'585(11  de- 
force, you  have  a  fur-seal  rooUtuy  on  your  weather 
beam  late  in  July.  The  noise  ceases  not  by  day 
nor  by  night,  and  the  smell  is  something  never 
to  be  forgotten.  There  may  be  other  odors  like 
it,  but  there  is  nothing  and  no  place  that  has  so 
much  of  it,  for,  in  addition  to  the  millions  of 
seals  living  upon  one  island  at  this  time,  there 
are  the  carcasses  of  75,000  killed,  Avhich,  divested 
of  their  skins,  for  fashion,  now  lie  decomposing 
upon  the  ground.  There  would  be  80,000  car- 
casses, but  some  of  them  have  been  eaten  by 
the  natives. 

When  we  sailed  from  St.  Paul's  on  the  14th  of 
June,  10,557  seals  had  been  killed  for  the  year's 
take.  On  the  KJth  of  July  the  killing  of  the 
80,000  was  completed,  and  on  the  sjune  day 
the  last  of  St.  George's  quota  of  20,000  were 
laid  low.  This  was  the  quickest  work  and 
earliest  close  for  a  full  allowance  ever  known  to 


this  seal-killing  since  the  present 


now 
lessee 


have 


been  in  possession.  It  was  extremely  fortu- 
nate for  the  company  that  the  work  was  done 
so  rapidl^s  for  there  has  been  a  hot,  dry  spell 
since,  which  drove  even  the  old  bulls  into  the 
^vater,  and  which  would  prevent  driving  at  this 
time. 
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On  our  arrival  hero  Dr.  \\'lii((',  sur«::o()n  of 
the  "Uusli,"  being  desirous  of  studying  seal 
sinatoniy,  made  a  temporary  exehangc  of  posi- 
tion ^^itll  Dr.  Kelh%  the  physician  on  the 
island,  hy  which  the  hitter  took  ehargo  of  thi^ 
steamer's  siek  roll,  not  an  alarming  one,  while 
the  former  physicked  the  islanders  and  dis- 
sected seals  for  a  few  weeks.  As  Ca[)tain 
IJtuley  was  anxious  to  get  down  to  Onalaska 
for  coal  and  water,  this  writer  also  parted  com- 
pany with  the  "  Rush,"  remaining  to  sec  more 
of  the  seals,  and  to  go  down  on  the  steamer 
"St.  Paul."  We  enjoyed  a  great  deal  of  fur- 
seal  society,  varied  by  vain  etforts  to  get  at  the 
sea-bird's  nests  on  the  cliff's,  and  yelped  at  by 
impudent  foxes. 

It  is  a  humiliating:  thin«2;  to  have  a  fox  stand 
ofi'  about  ten  rods  and  bark  at  you,  or  follow 
you  around,  smelling  at  your  heels  ;  but  they 
will  do  it  here.  Foxes  here  are  plentiful 
and  fat  and  saucy  at  this  time  of  year.  They 
can  always  get  plenty  of  seal  meat  during  the 
summer  and  autunm.  In  the  spring  they  cat 
ciTirs  and  sea-fowl,  but  in  the  winter  they  fall 
into  traj)s  and  lose  their  valuable  skins.  Going 
out  along  the  blufls  here,  fox-trails  may  be  seen 
leading  in  the  direction  of  the  places  where  the 
sea-birds  deposit  their  eggs,  but  the  birds  seem 
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to  know  just  how  fur  a  fox  or  a  man  can  ^o 
alouij^,  or  up,  or  down  tho  face  of  the  clitls,  for 
they  take  up  positions  in  most  unaceossihic 
plju'cs,  from  whit'li  they  gaze  at  the  wouUl-lx* 
intruder  with  that  cahn  demeanor  only  !U'(|uir(Ml 
by  contidenee  hi  moral  rectitude  or  physical 
security. 

These  sea-birds  lav  on  a  shelf  of  rock  so 
narrow  that  they  cannot  sit,  but  must  stand, 
while  setting,  with  neck  stretched  up  tlu^  faco 
of  the  wall  in  front  of  them,  and  there  thev 
remain  for  weeks,  counting  the  possil)le  chicks 
from  one  jj^reen  and  M'hite  mottled  eofff-  The\' 
"•uard  it  as  carefully  as  tlioui»h  it  contained  a 
future  president  of  the  United  States.  From 
the  top  of  the  blutf  the  sea-birds  may  1)8  rol)bed 
by  a  reckless  man  let  down  with  a  ro})e  :  but 
from  the  bottom  or  the  side  approach  they  are 
safe,  no  matter  how  easy  the  way  and  accessi- 
ble the  position  may  appear  at  a  few  paces 
distant.  We  tried  it  a^ain  and  airain,  till  the 
doctor  had  to  be  hauled  a  few  times,  out  of 
places  from  which  he  could  not  extricate  him- 
self, after  which  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  Avas  too  late  in  the  season  for  a  white 
man  to  rob  bird's  nests,  so  he  hired  some  of  the 
natives  to  do  it. 

The  foxes,  however,  probably  understand  the 
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ne.st-r()l)l)inir  Imsinoss  bettor,  and  no  d()iil)t  *\\vy 
<^ot  occ'iisioiijil  e<^g8  ill  various  stai^cs  of  incul)a- 
tion  for  I)roakfast,  and  havi;  many  a  spring 
pufiin,  niiirrc,  or  «iull  for  diiuu'r.  Tlie  mainstay 
of  tho  foxes  for  frosli  meat  in  tlie  summer,  how- 
ever, is  pup  seal,  yomii^  and  tender,  Ikmu^  milk 
nurtured  and  (juiti;  vealy  in  eharaeter.  On  St. 
(feorge's,  wliere  foxes  are  more  numerous  than 
on  St.  Paul's,  half  a  dozen  of  them  will  get 
around  u  yearling  seal  and  drive  him  back  to 
where  they  want  him,  so  as  to  save  the  troul)le 
of  carrying  the  meat  after  killing.  The  St. 
George's  foxes  mii»ht  eat  dried  seal   meat  all 

!  iY,  if  they  were  provident  as  they  are  bold 
and  cunnini?. 

The  bull  seals  are  not  so  airifressive  in  the 
latter  part  of  July  as  about  the  first  of  June. 
Early  in  the  season,  on  the  approach  of  a  man, 
they  roar  and  rush  at  him,  holding  ground  for 
their  expected  families.  Xow,  on  being  ap- 
proached by  searchers  after  scientific  informa- 
tion, they  roar  and  run  away,  scrambling  over 
the  pups  regardless  of  results,  and  leaving  the 
mothers  to  follow  as  fast  as  thev  can,  which 
fine  instinct  they  rapidly  obey,  and  the  little 
black  lumps  of  pups  crowd  together,  turn  up 
their  pug  noses  and  bleat  to  the  best  of  their 
extraordinary  ability. 
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The  toughness  of  the  pups  is  astonishing. 
The  patriarch  weighing  six  hundred  pounds 
flops  and  tumbles  over  a  mass  meeting  of  pups, 
like  a  runaway  cart  going  through  a  primary 
picnic  ;  and  after  the  event  the  youngsters  pull 
themselves  together,  dig  the  sand  out  of  their 
mouths,  e^'es,  and  nostrils,  and,  finding  nobody 
hurt,  all  begin  to  bawl.  An  old  bull  seal  has 
no  more  regard  for  ten  or  twenty  pups  than  the 
devil  has  for  a  i)enny  box  of  matches.  In  the 
spring,  when  the  patriarch  is  alone,  he  feeds 
his  imagination  with  fancy  pictures  of  family 
delights,  the  larger  the  family  the  better ;  and 
then  he  is  ready  to  fight  for  his  rights ;  but 
after  a  few  weeks'  experience  with  a  large 
harem  and  a  nursery  of  corresponding  dimen- 
sions to  look  to  day  and  night,  the  old  fellow 
becomes  nervous  and  is  more  inclined  to  fly 
than  to  shed  the  blood  of  man.  At  this  season 
a  sheep  may  put  an  entire  rookery  to  rout. 

Fog  is  indispensable  to  seal  comfort  on  the 
rookeries  and  haulinff-sfrounds,  but  of  course 
the  fog  lifts  at  times,  and  then  the  seals  seek 
the  soothins:  influence  of  sea  bathinG:.  Thouijh 
the  fog  of  this  region  is  thick  as  molasses,  it 
can  come  and  gc  m  a  minute.  From  clear, 
bright  skies  and  a  horizon  at  the  farthest  possi- 
ble extremity,  it  changes  to  an  obscurity  that 
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shuts  out  the  view  of  a  uian's  own  nose,  and 
another  lightnini*:  chan<ie  brings  i)ack  the  sun. 

On  the  day  after  our  return  to  the  isUmd,  the 
steamer  "St.  Paul"  started  to  go  around  from 
the  eastern  to  tiie  western  anchorage  to  take  on 
sealskins.  The  distance  is  about  three  miles. 
The  atmo.s})liere  was  clear  when  she  got  under 
way  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  but  before 
she  rounded  the  point,  a  (|uarter  of  an  hour 
later,  the  fog  fell  and  the  land  wiis  shut  out  from 
view.  She  should  have  been  at  anchor  within 
half  an  hour  after  getting  under  way,  but  she 
did  not  come  in  on  time,  and  the  steam-launch 
went  out  alons:  shore  lookino-  for  her.  The 
"St.  Paul"  blew  a  whistle  a  mile  away,  the 
launch  answered  ;  and  the  big  steamship  and 
the  little  launch  were  blowing  and  whistling, 
and  hunting  for  each  other  till  two  in  the  after- 
noon,  when  the  smri Her  found  the  lari>:cr  and  led 
her  in  so  close  thut  the  top  of  the  blutl's  hung 
almost  overhead  before  the  land  was  seen  and 
the  anchor  let  "o.  Yet  the  steamer  wjis  never 
a  mile  from  the  land  lurinii*  that  tive  or  six 
hours  of  prospecting. 

When  the  ion;  lifts  and  the  sun  shines,  the  fur 
seals  take  to  the  water.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
interestinii:  occasions  for  watchinir  them.  First 
the   young    bachehjrs.    which    occupy  hauling 
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irrounds  convenient  to  the  breedinir  rookeries, 
<ro  out  —  free  juid  foot-loose  vjiii'si'jonc Is  tluitthev 
are  —  huvinoi'  no  family  cares  to  interfere  with 
perfect  comfort,  so  far  as  perfect  inde})endence 
i>:oes.  The}^  dive  into  the  water  and  sprinir  out 
of  it,  they  twist  and  turn  and  roll  and  double 
\\\)  and  straighten  out,  float  upon  their  ])acks. 
scratch  their  ears  with  their  hind  flippers,  rub 
their  noses  with  their  fore  flippers,  and  have  a 
thorouofh  wash,  £rettin<>-  the  sand  out  of  their  fur, 
cooliuiT  ofl",  and  makin<i-  themselves  quite  com- 
fortable, rhey  enjoy  their  bathing  and  take 
plenty  of  it  when  once  in  the  water,  having 
nothiuir  else  to  do. 

As  the  heat  increases  the  females  beg  off"  from 
their  lords  and  masters,  and  by  ones  and  twos 
the}'  get  away  generally  at  this  time,  leaving  ^  .e 
pups  behind.  But  even  when  the}'^  are  only  six 
weeks  old  the  vouno;  ones  are  also  driven  down 
to  the  water  on  hot  days,  and  they  rapidly 
learn  to  swim.  When  the  thermometer  went 
up  to  flfty-eight  in  the  shade,  even  the  old  bulls 
relaxed  somewhat  of  their  rigid  rules,  and  Avent 
swimming  also,  showing  how  weak  even  a  patri- 
archal seal  may  be  during  dog-days.  When 
the  seals  are  all  in  the  water  it  has  the  appear- 
ance of  being  absolutely  thickened  by  them. 
They  twist,  tumble,  and  turn  in  every  direction, 
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thousands  upon  thousands  of  hcjids  an.d  flippers 
boinii:  visible  alonsr  the  bnys  for  nn'les  in  lenirth, 
and  extending  outward  till  heads  and  flippers 
become  mere  specks.  At  times  a  fleet  of  them 
will  swim  away  in  line,  their  noses  alone  being 
visible  in  lono-  rows.  Then  tliev  start  off*  as 
if  possessed  by  demons,  forcing  themscives  out 
clear  of  the  water,  and  disappearing,  to  break 
forth  again  under  and  over  in  a  lively  chase, 
mdicating  wonderful  strength  and  powers  of 
endurance. 

Being  slightly  cooled  and  refreshed,  the  bulls 
are  the  first  to  land  again,  reminded,  perhaps, 
of  home  affairs  and  the  uncertainty  of  domestic 
relations  in  the  seal  kinirdom.  Thev  hnsten  to 
the  beach,  and,  taking  a  hurried  look  around, 
set  up  a  roar,  and,  without  paying  the  slightest 
attention  to  the  pups,  await  the  arrival  of  the 
partners  of  their  rocky  homesteads .  The  "  cows," 
reminded  of  their  progeny,  come  out  next  and 
proceed  to  find  the  young.  Each  cow  seems 
to  have  a  diflferent  tone  to  her  snarling,  and  as 
she  goes  peering  into  every  grouji  of  pups  the 
yornsfsters  toddle  out  and  i>reet  her,  willinii"  to 
accept  nourishment  from  any  mother  that  will 
ofl[cr  it ;  but  though  the  young  all  look  alike, 
being  of  the  same  age,  color,  and  condition,  the 
dams  know,  or  think  they  know,  their  own,  and 
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pick  them  out  from  hundreds  of  other  clamorous 
{ipplicants.  Either  the  cows  always  know  their 
own  by  their  smell,  or.  like  gentlemen  at  a  party 
with  their  umbrellas,  each  one  takes  what  is 
believed  to  be  the  best,  leaving  the  worst  to  the 
latest. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


ALEUT   COURTSHIP   AND   MARRIAGE. 


pvN  the  30tli  of  July  the  steamer  "  St.  Paul" 
^-^  sailed  out  of  the  fos:  surroundinir  the  island 
which  bears  the  same  name  as  herself,  having  on 
hoard  a  cargo  valued  at  more  than  a  million  dol- 
lars, for  San  Francisco.  In  addition  to  the  seal- 
skins, she  had  in  her  hold  last  winter's  take  of 
land  furs  for  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
from  the  Yukon  district.  The  latter,  along  with 
a  hundred  1)arrels  of  seal  meat  and  a  large  quan- 
titv  of  oil,  were  discharired  at  Onalaska,  where 
we  arrived  on  the  1st  of  Ausjust,  havins:  beei. 
fog-bound  outside  for  half  a  day.  Every  year 
the  company  brings  down  a  large  amount  of  seal 
meat,  which  is  distrii)uted  aratuitouslv  among 
the  Onalaska  people,  along  with  seal  oil,  which 
is  almost  indispensable  among  these  people  for 
food.  The  oil  is  a  real  luxury,  and  is  used 
liberally,  when  available,  to  soften  their  dried 
fish.      When  the  large   casks,   containing  two 

hundred  and  fifty  gallons  of  oil  each,  were  rolled 
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up  the  wharf  here,  to  be  pumped  into  barrels 
for  distribution,  the  tricklings  from  the  pump 
were  scooped  \x\)  on  Aleut  ringers  and  sipped 
into  Aleut  mouths,  as  the  (jantins  on  wharves  in 
the  East  suck  the  syrup  that  leaks  from  barrels 
of  saccharine  sweets.  But  seal  incat  and  oil 
were  not  the  only  important  shipments  by  the 
steamer  "  St.  Paul"  from  the  seal  islands  to  On- 
alaska.  There  came  down  twenty  Onalaska 
men  who  had  been  taken  up  last  spring  as  labor- 
ers, and  as  Onalaska  Aleuts  are  not  so  rich  as 
those  of  the  seal  islands,  their  return  with  their 
earnings  made  quite  an  important  event  for  this 
community.  Yet  this  was  not  all  that  contrib- 
uted to  the  importance  of  the  occasion.  The 
steamer  brought  down  four  young  men  from  St. 
George's,  and  five  from  St.  Paul's,  looking  for 
wives.  It  should  be  known  that  the  fur-seal 
islanders  are  the  c.reme  dc  la  creme  of  Aleut 
society.  They  earn  more  money  and  live 
better  than  any  other  Aleuts,  and  naturally 
they  become  fascinating  fellows  as  soon  as  they 
land  amon":  the  maidens  of  Onalaska. 

Of  course  there  are  younir  women  who  desire 
to  marry  on  the  fur-seal  islands,  but  the  church 
will  not  permit  marriages  within  the  degree  of 
third-cousin  consanguinity,  and,  what  makes  the 
matter  more  oppressive,  a  relationship  equally 
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.'iiinoving  is  nianufhcturod  at  the  baptismal  font. 
An  Aleut  may  not  marry  the  son  or  daughter, 
nor  niece,  nor  nephew,  nor  any  relation  within 
the  seventh  deijree  of  his  or  her  lyodfathcr  or 
godmother.  This  is  the  solenm  truth,  and  al- 
though people  ought  to  be  glad  to  have  relations, 
when  they  are  rich,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  hav- 
ing too  many  when  they  are  poor.  There  is 
now  on  St.  Geori^e's  a  marriao-eable  younff 
woman,  unexceptional  from  an  Aleut  point  of 
view,  who  is  so  related  by  ties  of  consanguinity 
with  what  we  would  call  remote  cousins,  and  so 
bewilderingly  connected  by  baptism  with  god- 
fathers and  <»odmothers  and  their  relations,  that 
she  cannot  marr}^  u})on  the  island,  although  there 
are  plenty  of  young  men  there  who  need  wives, 
and  who  would  like  to  have  her.  She  got  her 
temper  up  about  it,  and  said  she  would  never 
marry  off  the  island,  which  is  a  noble  sort  of 
self-sacrifice  highly  worthy  of  admiration.  When 
the  seal  islanders  come  down  to  Onalaska  they 
lay  siege  to  all  tlie  marriageable  women  in  the 
settlement,  and  marriaires  besfin  at  once.  Those 
who  cannot  get  wives  here  —  and  some  such 
cases  are  reported  —  ask  the  Company  to  fur- 
nish them  free  transportation  "  out  ^^'est "  to 
Atka,  three  hundred  miles  away.  At  the  same 
time  there  is  a  surplus  of  female  population  on 
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the  fur-seal  islands  who  won't  marry  anybody 
))ut  a  fur-sealer,  because  they  have  been  l)rought 
up  in  an  aristocratic  way  in  frame  cottages,  and 
provided  with  wardrobes  which  enable  them  to 
change  dresses  seven  times  a  day.  Such  are  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  female  educa- 
tion amonir  the  fur-sealers. 

There  is  not  much  of  the  spooney  l)usiness  in 
Aleut  courtship.  The  steamer  landed  th<^  wife- 
hunting  seal-skinners  on  Friday.  On  Saturday 
one  of  them  was  asked,  "  Are  you  married  yet  ?  " 
"Not  yet,  but  I  shall  be  to-morrow."  "Who 
are  you  going  to  marry  ?  "     "I  don't  know  yet." 

On  Sunday,  two  days  after  the  arrival  of  the 
wife  hunters,  three  of  them  were  married,  two 
couples  at  one  time  and  one  at  another.  Tiio 
three  cou{)les  would  have  been  executed  together 
but  there  were  only  four  crowns  among  the 
church  properties.  Crowns  and  candles  are 
indispensable  at  these  weddings.  AVhen  mar- 
rying a  couple,  the  priest  appears  in  full 
vestments,  with  the  tall,  slightly  tapering 
coiFee-pot-shaped  velvet  hat ;  and  a  choir 
of  male  voices  chant  nasal  responses  to  tho 
long  service  read  by  his  reverence.  The  cou- 
ples to  be  married  are  stood  up  in  a  row,  the 
first  step  being  to  place  a  lighted  candle,  deco- 
rated with  a  crimson  bow,  in  each  hand.     Then 
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the  reading  comnioiices,  and  (>)ntinues  till  the 
priest  shows  signs  of  I'atiguo,  when  Iho  attend- 
ant brings  out  blessed  rini>s  on  a  blessed  tray, 
and  eaeh  one  puts  on  his  or  her  ring,  taken  at 
random  from  the  tray,  man  and  woman  being 
treated  alike  in  this  respect.  After  the  rings 
there  is  more  reading,  with  responses  from  the 
nasal  choir ;  and  when  the  priest  becomes  ex- 
hausted aoain  the  blessed  crowns  are  l)rou<:;ht 
out.  On  this  occasion  there  were  four  crowns, — 
two  which  were  old  and  lustreless,  and  two  which 
were  not  only  new,  but  brilliant  with  rubies, 
emeralds,  and  diamonds,  or  what  looked  like 
them,  and  answered  every  purpose  just  as  well. 
There  stood  the  two  couples,  like  the  kings  and 
queens  of  a  chessboard,  with  crowns  upon  heads 
which  did  not  tit  them. 

Of  the  two  couples  in  this  case  one  bride,  of 
a  liussian  appearance,  was  dressed  in  a  light  silk 
with  a  purple  stripe  ;  she  nad  a  blue  bow  at  her 
throat,  and  a  pink  sash  around  her  waist.  Her 
hair  had  been  braided  damp  over  night,  and 
hung  in  waves  down  her  shoulders.  Her  eyes 
were  downcast  constantly  during  the  ceremony, 
and  her  nose,  long  and  straight,  pointed  sharply 
toward  the  floor  in  an  ominous  manner.  She 
wore  a  cynical  sort  of  smile,  like  that  of  an  ex- 
perienced circuit  preacher  when  he  knows  that 
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tlio  otluM'  hrotlier  is  I'ctlinj;  notliiiijTf  the  better 
of  iiiin  ill  Ihc  pending  horse-trade.  The  crown 
which  tjjc  irrooni  of  this  couph^  wore  was  much 
too  small  for  him,  being  a  great,  hirge-headed 
feMow  witli  a  tliiek  neck,  higli  cheek  l)ones,  and 
a  tweiity-i)oiind  fist,  so  that  wlien  lie  slioukl 
have  bowed  he  dared  not,  knowinir  that  if  he 
attempted  it  his  crown  woidd  tunibk^  to  the  floor. 
Oil  the  other  hand  the  bride's  crown  was  alto- 
gether too  large  for  her,  and,  wearing  her  abun- 
dant hair  down  her  back  on  that  day  only  gave 
the  crown  a  greater  chance  to  settle.  If  she 
had  worn  it  in  a  coil  on  the  back  of  her  head,  or 
in  a  braid  clubbed  up  behind,  or  in  a  pad  on  top 
(i  la  pompadou7\  or  en  chif/non.  or  watteau,  or 
in  any  of  the  thousand  and  one  stvles  known  to 
modern  capillary  engineering,  the  crown  might 
have  been  stayed  in  some  sort  of  a  genteel  posi- 
tion. But  it  settled  doAvn  too  far  at  first,  and 
every  time  she  bowed  in  response  to  the  words 
read  by  the  })riest,  and  every  time  she  nodded 
in  reply  to  the  questions,  if  she  would  obey, 
&c.,  with  the  hardly-ever  smile  upon  her  re- 
signed face,  the  crown  sunk  lower  and  lower 
till  it  got  down  over  her  ears ;  and  when  the 
priest  led  the  couple,  hand  in  hand,  three 
times  around  the  little  stand  that  sei  ved  as  an 
altar   on    this    occasion,    she    looked   like   the 
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most  abandoned  creatun'  in  tlw  world,  and  as 
it'  slu!  did  not  care  wiio  knew  it.  Of  courso 
tlu;  eltbct  was  all  dui;  to  tlu*  crown  coniinii" 
down  over  her  ears  and  to  tlic  Mephistophelean 
sniik;  upon  her  eountenanee,  whieh  di^epened  as 
the  (!rown  descended,  l)ut  it  was  enonifh  to  scare 
all  thouMit  of*  niarrviniji;  in  Ontilaska  out  of  the 
head  of  any  reHecting  man. 

The  other  hrid(!  was  a  Japanesi^-looking  Aleut, 
black  hair,  narrow,  shmting  eyes,  and  in  })erson 
short  and  stout.  She  wore  a  liin^ham  dress, 
an<l  was  not  only  very  plain,  but  evidently  not 
a  person  of  hii^h  standing  in  society,  in  conse- 
({uence  of  which  she  attracted  little  attention, 
but  she  was  married  as  much  as  any  of  them. 
The  third  couple  were  joined  similarly  soon 
after,  and  next  day  the  three  seal-skinners  paid 
five  dollars  each  for  the  candles  which  had 
li<ihted  them  into  the  promising  state  of  matri- 
mony. 

About  the  nicest-lookins:  lot  of  Aleut  women 
we  saw  on  this  cruise  in  Alaska  were  at  Kyska 
for  the  summer,  belonging,  when  at  home,  in 
Atka,  and  being  at  the  time  away  witli  the  otter 
hunters;  and  if  the  St.  Paul  and  St.  George 
fellows,  could  get  among  them,  no  dou])t  they 
would  marry  and  return  home  witli  wives  that 
would  breed  the  most  delightful  jealousies  and 
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discords  junonjir  the  insitrons  of  the  fur-seal 
isliinds,  who  are  very  proud,  considering  them- 
selves the  4life  of  Alaska  society,  but  who  are 
not  all  so  good-look inir  Ji«  those  of  Atka;  and 
that  fact  would  i)lacc  thcuj  at  a  decided  disad- 
vantage in  the  men's  opinion,  for  a  great  many 
of  these  fellows  appear  to  be  sufficiently  civil- 
ized to  prefer  beauty  to  brains  in  a  wife. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


A   FATED   POLAK   CKUI8ER. 


FOR  a  niontli  or  more  the  daily  question  hail 
been,  '"  Wliere  is  the  Moannette  '  "?  She 
was  expected  at  Onalaska  by  the  first  of  July, 
then  on  the  second,  third,  fourth  —  the  "glori- 
ous," and  so  on  througii  the  entire  thirty  one 
days  of  the  month.  She  was  expected  at  Ona- 
laska, at  St.  Paul's,  at  St.  jVIichael's.  When 
the  "Rush"  was  steamino:  down  Behrinff  Straits 
on  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  July,  everybody 
below  was  called  on  deck  to  see  the  'Meaniiette" 
coming  up  under  full  sail.  Thei'e  she  was,  hull 
down,  with  standing  jib,  foresail,  mainsail,  main- 
topsail,  and  mizzen-sail,  as  it  appeared,  boom- 
ing along  with  a  stiff  southwester.  Presently 
our  glasses  revealed  her  coal  consort  on  her 
starboard  quarter ;  but  about  the  same  time  the 
distance  between  the  "  Jeannette's"  fore  and 
mainmast  was  increasing  to  a  remarkable  degree 
and  land  was  looming  up  beyond  her.  The 
ships  were  soon  transformed  into  snow  that  was 
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scon  througli  the  fog  before  the  outlines  of  Sledge 
Jyland-  on  which  it  lay  in  gulches  —  were  dis- 
cernihle,  jind  that  was  the  phantom  "  Jeannette." 
At  Onalaska  the  "  ,Teaniiette "  and  Christ- 
mas were  finally  coupled  together  in  the  prom- 
ise that  they  were  coming,  and  when  the  "Rush" 
arrived  down  from  the  north,  brinoinir  no  tidin<2;s 

'OCT  o 

and  hearing  none  of  the  expedition,  the  long- 
looked-for  "Jeannette"  was  given  up  for  the 
year  There  were  various  theories  as  to  why 
she  did  not  arrrive.  One  was  that  San  Fran- 
cisco offered  superior  advantages  as  a  winter 
station  for  a  vessel  in  search  of  the  North  P(jle. 
Another,  that  she  i^ad  been  found  unsea worthy. 
A  third,  that  she  had  started  through  the  inland 
passage  to  Sitka,  and  been  "piled  up"  on  some 
one  of  the  numerous  reefs  to  be  found  on  thai: 
route. 

About  one  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  August 
2,  it  was  ascertained  that  a  ship  believed  to  be 
the  "Jeannette"  was  standing  in  1)3^  Kaliekhta 
Point.  Then  the  foof  closed  in  a<?ain  and  the 
ship  was  shut  out  from  sight,  having  been  seen 
but  for  a  few  moments.  The  pilot  of  the 
"  Rush"  Jumped  mto  the  middle  of  a  three-holed 
bidarkie.  and  with  an  Aleut  before  and  one 
behind,  went  paddling  out  to  meet  the  stran- 
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The  bidarkie  had  been  long  out  of  sight 
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in  the  fog  before  anything  could  be  seen  of  the 
bound-in  ship,  but  finally  she  loomed  up  in  the 
fog,  and  the  pilot  was  upon  the  bridge,  bringing 
her  around  the  reef  that  stretches  almost  across 
the  harbor,  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  set- 
tlement. At  half  past  three  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  2d  of  August  1879,  the  "  Jeannette"  was 
moored  to  the  buoy  ni  the  inner  harbor,  within 
a  hundred  yards  of  the  "Rush"  at  anchor,  nnd 
about  the  same  distance  from  the  "  St.  Paul"  at 
the  wharf.  It  was  the  first  time  that  three 
steamships  were  seen  m  this  small  harbor  at  one 
time,  but  it  is  not  so  uncommon  a  sight  these 
later  years. 

The  "  Jeannette  "  was  about  as  ugly  a  craft  as 
ever  was  set  afloat,  and  as  she  came  in  with  a 
heavy  list  to  port,  she  looked  like  a  half- 
whipped  hog  making  leeway  out  of  a  rough- 
and-tumble  flight.  She  was  even  Ujxlier  than 
she  looked,  having  been  twenty-five  duys  mak- 
ing the  passage  from  San  Francisco,  about 
twenty-one  hundred  miles,  and  consuming  one 
hundred  and  sixty  tons  of  coal  —  enough  to  last 
the  "St.  Paul" — more  than  double  than  the 
"  Jeannette's"  tonnage  —  the  tri})  to  the  seal 
islands  and  back  to  San  Francisco.  Five  knots 
an  hour  was  considered  good  work  for  the 
"Jeannette"  on  the  trip  up,  and  six  knots  was 
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the  very  utmost  that  could  be  forced  out  of  her. 
The  boilers  were  ridiculously  small  for  the  work 
to  be  done,  and  the  engine  might  have  been 
thrown  overboard  by  Noah  as  too  much  of  a 
dead  weight  to  the  ark.  The  Avhole  machinery 
seemed  to  have  been  constructed  for  a  maxi- 
mum consumption  of  coal  with  a  minimum  of 
distance,  and  in  this  respect  it  Avas  wonderful. 
She  consumed  a  ton  of  coal  for  about  every 
thirteen  miles  from  San  Francisco,  while  the 
Rush,"  during  the  month  of  July,  made  fifty- 
four  miles  for  every  ton  of  coal  used,  and  aver- 
aged about  seven  and  a  half  knots  per  hour, 
when  not  stopping  for  hourly  soundings.  The 
"  Jeannette"  took  on  one  iiundred  and  fifty  tons 
of  coal  at  Onalaska,  and  was  to  have  another 
hundred  tons  at  St.  Michael's.  She  was  about 
two  months  too  late  to  accomplish  anything  the 
first  year.  She  ought  to  have  left  San  Fran- 
cisco early  in  May,  instead  of  in  July ;  then  she 
would  have  had  a  chance  +o  go  as  far  as  any 
ship  has  ever  been  and  prepare  for  winter.  In 
addition  to  the  coal  taken  on  here,  the  "Jean- 
nette "  also  received  from  the  superintendent  of 
the  Onalaska  district  for  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial Company  twenty-five  "kamleikas,"or  water- 
proof skin  shiits,  twenty-five  seal  l)lankets, 
sixteen  marmot  blankets,  thirty  reindeer  skins, 
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twenty-five  reindeer  sleeping-bags,  sixteen  rein- 
deer eoats,  twenty-seven  marmot  coats,  a  lot  of 
mittens  and  snow-shoes,  and  twelve  thousand 
''eucali"  or  dried  ^'ilmon.  These  articles,  as 
well  as  the  coal,  were  donated  l)y  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company ;  General  Miller,  then 
president,  having  provided  Captain  De  Long 
with  carte  hlanche  for  anything  he  might  want, 
if  procurable  at  their  stations. 

As  the  "Rush"  was  to  leave  Onalaska  on 
August  4th  for  the  Island  of  Nunivak,  the  "  St. 
Paul"  beins:  announced  to  sail  for  'Frisco  on 
the  5th,  and  the  "  Jeannette  "  to  strucfirle  out  on 
the  6tli  or  7th  for  St.  Michael's,  a  dinner  was 
given  at  the  company's  house  to  Captains  Bailey, 
Erskine,  and  De  Long,  and  officers  of  the 
"Rush"  and  "Jeannette."  It  was  a  quiet,  socia- 
ble dinner,  without  toasts  or  speeches,  and  a 
very  pleasant  gathering  it  proved  to  be. 
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A   WRECK. 


/^N  the  30th  of  July,  1879,  a  ship's  dingy 
^-^  witli  foresail  >*'^  'ib  set  came  sailing  into 
the  harbor  of  Oiiai.  ,  having  four  persons 
aboard.  These  persons  were  Mr.  Beresford, 
mate,  a  colored  man, — second  mate,  and  two 
seamen  of  the  once  notorious  brig  "  Timandra," 
a  trader,  with  such  a  reputation  for  selling  rum 
to  the  Eskimos  that  her  late  captain,  Havens, 
could  not  get  a  clearance  from  the  custom-house 
in  San  Francisco ;  so  she  was  sent  out  in  com- 
mand of  Mr.  Thomas,  formerly  her  mate,  and 
Beresford  was  shipped  as  navigating  officer. 
She  cleared  from  San  Francisco  for  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  for  the  purpose  of  taking  rum 
aboard,  and  Ravens,  her  old  captain,  got  a 
license  as  pilot  of  the  ''  Ellen  J.  McKinnon," 
starting  north  in  her.  She  was  wrecked  ;  Ca])- 
tain  Ravens  being  washed  out  of  the  rigging, 
and  all  hands  losing  their  lives,  some  suddenly, 
and  others  by  the  slow  process  of  starvation, 
except  one  man,  who  was  rescued  after  lifteen 
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days  of  horrible  suffering  on  the  wreck,  which 
continued  to  float,  water-lo2"![2:ed.  The  "Mc- 
Kinnon  "  had  a  cara:o  of  general  merchandise  on 
board  for  trade  among  the  Aleuts  and  the 
Indians  of  Bchrinix  Straits,  while  the  "Timan- 
dra"  had  rum,  arms,  and  ammunition  as  the 
chief  commodities  in  her  carco.  The  two  ves- 
sels  were  to  have  met  at  one  of  two  places 
agreed  on,  and,  after  interchanging  cargoes, 
proceed  to  the  trading-grounds  under  connnand 
of  Captain  Ravens. 

On  the  8th  of  M- ••  h  the  ''  Timandra"  got 
under  way  from  San  Francisco.  She  left  Hono- 
lulu April  9,  and  arrived  without  accident  in 
Oonimak  Pass,  to  the  eastward  of  Onalaska, 
jVIay  4.  Not  finding  the  "  McKinnon  "  here,  and 
supposing  her  to  be  in  advance  of  him,  Captain 
Thomas  stood  for  Nunivak,  and  arrived  off  that 
island  on  the  10th  of  May.  To  his  surprise  the 
"McKinnon"  was  not  there,  but,  not  doubting 
that  she  would  come,  and  not  knowing  what  to 
do  without  the  presence  of  Captain  Havens  or 
further  orders,  the  brig  was  kept  off  and  on  at 
Nunivak  without  any  event  of  interest  occurring 
until  May  20,  when  she  struck  on  a  sand  bar  off 
the  northwest  point  of  the  island,  about  two  and 
a  half  miles  from  shore. 

Immediately  after  striking  the  brig  commenced 
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to  fill,  and  the  pumps  were  put  to  work.  Land- 
ing on  the  west  side  was  impracticable,  but  under 
the  southwest  point  a  bight  makes  in  to  a  smooth 
beach,  and  in  westerly  or  northerly  weather  it 
affords  a  very  good  anchorage.  In  southerly 
weather  no  vessel  can  remain  there  in  safety. 
Immediately  on  getting  under  the  lee  of  the 
island  a  portion  of  the  crew  was  set  to  breaking 
out  the  cargo,  and  the  remainder  worked  the 
pumps.  In  getting  the  goods  ashore,  valuable 
assistance  ^vas  rendered  by  the  Nunivak  Indians 
or  their  squaws,  for  the  men,  like  ail  other  sav- 
ages of  their  sex,  can  atibrd  to  despise  work. 
Discharging  cargo  continued  till  the  23d,  the 
men  having  been  kept  at  it  day  and  night,  on 
which  date,  everything  of  value  being  landed, 
the  vessel  was  abandoned,  and  she  soon  sank 
in  the  sand.  The  ship's  company  consisted  of 
twelve  persons,  all  told,  including  Mr.  Barker, 
the  supercargo. 

After  securing  the  cargo  the  castaways  turned 
to  and  housed  themselves  and  the  goods.  Hav- 
ing had  a  lot  of  lumber  in  the  ship  for  East 
Cape,  they  took  scantling  enough  for  a  frame  and 
boards  for  fioorinof.  The  fnime  beinu:  covered 
with  sails  stripped  from  the  sunken  vessel,  which 
had  been  run  in  as  far  as.  possible  and  beached, 
they  succeeded  in  making  a  canvas  house. 


A    WRECK. 


229 


At  that  time  there  was  deep  snow  upon  the 
ground  and  the  weather  was  quite  cold,  so  two 
stoves  were  put  up  in  the  house.  All  of  the 
finer  goods  were  kept  in  this  structure,  where 
all  the  hands  lived ;  but  the  less  valuable  and 
less  perishable  part  of  the  cargo,  except  bulky 
articles,  were  stowed  away  in  casks  and  barrels. 
Here  in  this  canvas  house,  on  an  island  seldom 
if  ever  visited  by  ships  or  civilized  beings,  sur- 
rounded by  the  lowest  of  bar1)arians,  though  a 
peaceful  people,  with  whom  they  could  not 
exchange  an  intelligent  word,  the  men  of  the 
lost  vessel  all  lived  for  two  months,  and  some 
of  them  lonsfer. 

The  Indians  of  Nunivak  subsist  on  venison 
and  fish,  which  they  eat  raw,  and  clothe  them- 
selves in  deerskin  coats  or  parkies  and  seal- 
skin pantaloons.  They  live  in  low,  earthen 
huts,  with  underground  communications,  and, 
as  a  result  of  this  sort  of  life,  are  subject  to 
coughs,  asthma,  and  lung  diseases  generally. 
They  know  nothing  of  the  white  man  nor  his 
ways,  but,  on  seeing  the  sailors  cooking,  tried  the 
experiment  in  an  almost  crude  way,  eating  some 
half-roasted,  half-burned  walrus  meat  as  a  culi- 
nary experiment.  They  knew  nothing  of  bread 
before  the  arrival  of  the  shipwrecked  sailors, 
but  ate  it  eagerly  when  it  was  offered  them. 
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Anything  with  the  sMvor  of  suit  in  it  they  reject- 
ed with  signs  of  repugnance. 

The  Indians  l)rou<?ht  in  venison  whenever  it 
was  wanted,  giving  a  quarter  for  a  box  of  per- 
cussion caps  or  a  little  tobacco.  They  use  old- 
fashioned  nmzzle-loadintv  <runs  obtained  from 
Indian  traders,  who  cross  over  from  the  mainland 
on  the  ice.  In  addition  to  deerskins  they  have 
some  red  foxes,  the  skins  shown,  however,  being 
of  inferior  quality,  probably  rejected  by  the 
mainland  Indians,  who  act  as  agents  in  manv 
parts  of  Northern  Alaska  for  the  companies 
which  control  the  fur  trade  from  Cook's  Inlet 
to  the  Arctic. 

About  fifty  yards  from  the  house  of  the  ship- 
wrecked party  was  a  village  containing  forty  or 
fifty  Indian  men,  women,  and  children.  The 
men  were  almost  constantly  about  the  white  men's 
camp,  but  the  women  only  came  at  intervals. 
When  the  crew  were  en":a"ed  jrcttino:  the  cargo 
ashore,  the  squaws  assisted  them  under  orders 
from  the  men,  who  had  their  orders  from  the 
chief.  After  the  work  was  completed  the  squaws 
disappeared,  and  were  never  seen  again  except 
for  a  few  da^s  at  a  time. 

Some  time  after  abandoning  the  brig  the  chief 
of  the  vilhige  took  sick,  and  although  he  received 
every  attention  that  the  whites  could  render  (for 


A    WRECK. 


231 


he  had  been  very  friendly  with  them),  he  died. 
The  corpse  was  not  cold  before  the  Indians 
wrapped  it,  tying  the  arms  and  legs  so  as  to  keep 
the  body  in  a  sitting  posture,  and  carried  it  to  a 
sort  of  cairn,  or  pile  of  stones,  where  it  was  set 
up  on  a  floor  or  foundation  and  covered  with 
loose  rocks.  All  the  chiefs  personal  property, 
even  to  a  Malacca  cane  given  him  by  the  whites, 
was  deposited  with  the  body.  As  soon  as  that 
ceremony  had  been  })erformed,  the  oldest  widow 
in  the  village  tore  the  parka  and  pantaloons 
from  the  late  chiefs  widow  and  threw  them,  aloni; 
with  the  other  property,  upon  the  pile  that  marks 
his  departure  for  that  southern  clime  to  which 
the  wild  geese  fly  in  the  fall,  according  to  the 
belief  of  the  Indians  along  that  part  of  the 
coast. 

Nunivak  is  a  cold,  cheerless  place,  ice  remain- 
inar  in  the  little  stream  near  the  villaiye  all  sum- 
mer,  as  the  castaways  were  given  to  understand. 
Ice  is  the  great  preservative  among  these  In- 
dians, their  only  mode  of  keeping  moat,  which 
is  killed  when  fattest,  in  the  winter,  being  to 
freeze  it.  Codfish  and  smelts  are  plentiful  about 
the  island,  and  salmon  of  the  finest  quality  are 
taken  in  the  little  stream  near  the  villa2:e.  As 
soon  as  spring  weather  sets  in,  the  men  of  Nuni- 
vak bathe  freely,  but  the  women  are  represented 
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as  being  most  filthy,  never  indulging  in  such 
nonsense  as  the  buth.  The  island  is  almost  con- 
stantly enveloped  in  fog,  so  far  as  is  known  to 
the  sailors ;  and  it  is  altogether  a  fair  sample 
of  Alaska,  though  there  are  a  i<^,\\  more  attract- 
ive spots,  perhaps,  and  a  great  many  more  too 
much  like  it. 

Among  the  officers  of  the  "  Timandra "  was 
Mr.  Beresford,  first  mate  and  navigating  officer. 
As  soon  as  everything  that  could  be  done  after 
abandoning  the  brig  had  been  accomplished,  he 
set  about  making  arrangements  to  get  away  be- 
fore winter  should  set  in  and  shut  him  off  from 
all  hope  of  seeing  civilization  again  that  year. 
He  proposed  that  Captain  Thomas  should  make 
an  effort  to  reach  the  Kuskoquim,  but  the  cap- 
tain, unacquainted  with  the  people  *here,  did 
not  appear  to  relish  the  idea  of  venturing  out 
to  take  the  chances  of  landing  amono-  worse  sav- 
ages  on  the  mainland  than  those  met  upon  the 
island.  It  was  determined,  however,  to  build  a 
large  boat,  if  possible,  with  which  purpose  in 
view  work  was  commenced  by  laying  a  keel,  cut 
from  the  main  boom  of  the  brig,  for  a  five-ton 
craft.  Cask  staves  were  used  for  knees,  and  a 
stem  and  stern  post  constructed  of  tlie  ship's  rail. 
Lumber  from  the  cargo  was  taken  for  planking, 
but  owing  to  a  want  of  steaming  facilities  it  did 
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not  work  very  well,  us  spruce  does  not  bend 
readily,  except  under  nion;  fuvor;il)le  circum- 
stances tlitui  tliose  attending  the  shipwrecked 
mariners  on  Nunivak.  A  boiler,  originally 
constructed  for  trying  blubl)er  on  board  the 
vessel,  was  used  tor  steaming  the  planking, 
but  the  boards  broke  more  frecjuently  than  they 
bent.  It  was  a  question,  too,  whether,  even 
if  the  boat  were  once  planked,  she  could  be 
caulked  and  made  water-tight.  So,  about  the 
20th  of  June,  having  been  at  the  work  for 
three  weeks,  it  was  given  up. 

Then  the  mate  went  to  work  on  another 
scheme.  He  built  up  the  dingy,  or  ship's  boat, 
about  six  inches  on  the  sides,  decking  her  over, 
leaving  only  a  sort  of  coxswain's  box  aft,  and 
concluded  to  go  in  search  of  relief.  He  stepped 
a  foremast,  and  shipped  a  jibboom,  took  in  his 
chronometer,  sextant,  a  ship's  compass,  and  ten 
days'  provisions.  The  first  and  second  mates, 
and  two  men,  one  of  them  sick,  went  aboard 
this  craft,  so  small  that  only  two  could  remain 
up  at  a  time,  the  others  being  required  to  lay 
beneath  the  deckinji:  in  order  to  aftbrd  room  for 
steering  and  handling:  the  sails.  JVIr.  Beresford 
set  his  course  for  Onalaska,  leaving  Nunivak 
July  26,  for  a  four-hundred  mile  voyage. 

On  the  first  and  second  days  he  got  observa- 
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tions,  but  after  that  the  foi?  shut  out  everything, 
till  on  the  3()lh  of  July  he  uiade  laud.  Wiiile 
pulling  along  to  Hud  out  if  tin;  plat'e  were  in- 
habited, he  saw  a  vessel  becalmed,  and,  board- 
ing her,  he  found  himself  ui)()U  the  deck  of  the 
schooner  "St.  (ieorge,"  of  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial Company.  The  shipwrecked  sailors  were 
directed  to  the  entrance  of  Onalaska  harbor, 
which  they  readily  made,  and  thus  in  four  days 
they  had  sailed  four  hundred  miles  in  an  open 
boat,  and  were  where  they  could  hope  for  relief 
for  their  couipanions  cast  away  on  Nunivak. 

This  voyage  from  Nunivak  direct  to  Onahiska 
in  four  days  Avas  extraordinary,  as  a  storm  would 
have  swamped  the  boat,  and  if  she  had  struck  one 
of  the  common  cross-currents,  often  encountered 
in  Behring  Sea,  she  might  have  been  carried  a 
hundred  miles  out  of  her  course  before  the  foa: 
lifted.  A  continued  calm  of  ten  days  before  he 
started,  a  favoring  breeze  the  entire  distance, 
and  a  thorou":h  knowledsfe  of  his  business,  car- 
ried  the  mate  and  his  companions  through  in 
safety. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 


CONCLUSION. 


npHE  reader  who  miiy  hnvc  considered  the 
-*-  su))jects  treuted  of  in  the  foregoing  pages 
will  not  find  much  in  thcni  to  encourage  him  to 
seek  a  home  in  Alaska.  To  an  impartial  ob- 
server it  would  seem  wicked  to  suggest  emigra- 
tion from  any  part  of  the  United  Slates  to  a 
land  the  coast  lines  of  Mliich  are  characterized 
by  snow,  rain,  and  fog  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
almost  entirely  preclude  the  ripening  of  any 
sort  of  veirotables  suitaljle  for  man's  food,  and 
the  interior  of  whi  li,  so  far  as  known,  is  largely 
composed  of  ice- water  bogs  in  summer  and 
frozen  lakes  for  eight  out  of  the  twelve  months 
in  the  year.  Plainly,  so  far  as  J  could  see  or 
hear,  Alaska  is  as  illy  adapted  to  grazing  as  to 
farming  purposes.  The  climate  is  against  cither 
of  those  industries,  and  though  the  possil^ility 
of  a  family's  existence  by  farming  or  cattle 
raising  in  Alaska  is  not  denied,  its  practicability 
is  doubted.     Certainly  a  more  comfortable  live- 
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lihood  may  be  gained  in  any  of  the  States  or 
TciTitorie?,  as  they  are  known  and  understood, 
than  in  Alaska,  The  timber  resources  of  Alaska 
are  limited  both  in  quantity  and  quali  y,  al- 
thouii'h  this  fact  is  not  generally  believed.  Coal 
has  been  found.  Imt  in  an  undeveloped  condition. 
The  precious  metals  are  reported  in  rich  depos- 
its from  time  to  time,  but  statistics  of  bullion 
shipments  from  Alaska  have  no  existence,  an<l 
there  is  little  doubt  that  up  to  the  present  time 
more  money  has  been  expended  by  deluded 
prospectors  in  outfits  than  has  ever  been  dug 
out  of  the  earth  or  crusted  in  the  rock  of  that 
vast  region.  There  are  plent}^  of  fish  in  Alaska, 
and  opportunities  still  remain  for  the  location  of 
salmon-curing  establishments.  It  will  proba))ly 
bo  made  evident  in  a  short  time  that  the  Alaska 
salmon  are  superior  to  any  caught  so  far  south 
as  t'^/^  Columbia  River. 

The  question  of  a  form  of  government  for 
Alaska  is  receiving  considerable  attention,  and 
it  appears  that  some  Congressional  action  in  this 
direction  nuist  soon  be  perfected.  For  this 
purpose  it  would  seem  to  be  desirable  that  the 
Teri'itory  should  be  divided,  and  a  simple  form 
of  government  })rovided  where  it  is  needed — and 
where  only  it  would  be  practicd  at  present — in 
that  portion  from  iNIount  St.  Elins  to  Cape  Fox. 
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Any  attempt  to  enforce  and  keep  up  a  Territo- 
rial form  of  government  throu<?hout  the  remain- 
der  of  that  vast  region  would  probably  result  in 
faiUirc  for  years  to  come.  In  any  event,  no 
farmer,  mechanic,  or  small  trader  who  can  gain 
a  livelihood  in  any  other  State  or  Territory 
ought  to  risk  his  happiness  in  Alaska. 


C.  J.  Petei'*  &  Soil,   Klpctrotypers,  Hoston. 


